
LINICAL LECTURE.

compoeition is enough for us, in a clinical point of view; the subject is
indeed of very great importance to men, e-pecially in surgical practice,
where thli so-eaied phospbatic dialiei4i . -f'en enconntered fron diease
of prostate, or disvaed mucous membrane of ti ilad.h r fromn sAue
deposit of mucus in the urine will lead to such deposit of phosphate,, hy
the mucous decomuposing irea. The prolonged exhibition of ailkaline
remedlies may aIso induce a deposit of phoshIates. It has been even said,
and is prarticallyheid to be truc by surgeons, that the mucous nemubr.ane
of the b:addcr itself has the power of forming phosphatic depo<iîs The
surgeon's fingerrin litiothony will oevasionally feel a eoatintrof pho' phates;
but i don't know that tihis point has been aflicientiv studied to decide
whbetiher tits is a phophatie depo-.t.

Now, as to tiWs of:en vexed quest:on or hIypoth, si. of prolonged action
of brain ornerve ti>sue4>beiniginvariaIbIy follo wed by d:sint-gration of nerve
cells and eposits of plho,piates in the urinc ilongl a very fashionable
theory, I think the evideni ce is not at all decisive one w ay or ihe other.

It is sil ;1 inoot point o. th conflines of pyehIologial sienuce. You will
perceive from what I have just stated thai nany cirotumstances, such as
deranged htealth, excesivc use of alkalie,, prost.tir disease afier liti% vears
of age, &c., mnay lead te deposits of ph phates in the urine. Now I need
not saV thIat pilnWged ent'al work, or over-exei·ement of the brain, will
tead t, impaired h.all*; Ihe uine tien becomes alkaline. I believe
that after severe mental labour, sneh as that of reading up for University
honours, a deposit of eartlhv phospates in undue anount appears in the
urine. I very nuch doubt, lowever, if ii be soleiy from disintegration
of verve or brain tissues, but from the conisdtition of the imine, as I
pointed out a few minutes ago,being ahered. In diseases where we have
deliriumu, it is said also that we find excess of phospho ic acid in the urine.
These physical cr psyclogical reactious of the min, over the body are,
no doubt, too much neglectcl at present the question, in fact, muay be
said to ie still sub lte, or not provei." There is no doubt tiat emotions
of varius kinds react also on the nervous system. And it is stIongIy

insi-ted that in chorca, which is very oftu the: result of simple hilàht or
emotion reacting on particular parts of the brain and nervous system,
there ý ou have large deposits of phospliorie acid in the urine. If the fact
he really a fact, as it is stated to be, it is ont of great interest.

Ail I can say is, that a very reliable awhoritv, Voegel, has examined
the subjeet in over a thousand cases of this kind and meningitis, with ail

• See a Lecture, by Dr. Addison, on this subject, recently in the CiRcuLàs,
where the theory of underworked brain, as a cause of disease, as held by Mr.
Dickens in l" Bousehold Words,' is combated.


