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TAe Digity of the Madical Proferaion. By T. Il. Crvau, M.D, of
Decatur, Ga.

From the most remote tines, in faut fron Ine BerasAith of the pré-.
adamite Sul:ans, (the word Sultan having been derived from the He-
brew Sauletaun, which signifies the wide-ruling,) the medical profession

.has been held in the highest estimation by ait classes of persons. In the
most ancien t times the physician was the only true mnan-the only Theo-
logian--leuoogy and Medicine being thi saie thing--embalmed as
they were in the sweet spices of Antiquity. Ve are told in the Sacred
Oracles that God is a physician. "I, Jehovah, amn thy healer." It is,
therefore, obvious that the only perfect inge of Gou is the true phiysi-
eian.

According to Josephus, Phil> and Solinus, the Egyptian ligh Priesta,
were the only true physicians, from which arose the succeeding sect, the
Therapeut, or Essenes, which is the English translation of the Egyp-
tian word whieli signifies Surgets, Iiailr, and Curate, vulgarly called
Doctor.

The learned Jesuit, Nicolaus Serarius, co)ntends that they were Asi-
deans, derived fron the Recabites, men'ioned in tho thirty-fifth chapttor
of Jereniai. Eugebius informs us that the monastic life was derived
from this sect. la Matthew, xi: 23 ; we are informed that Jesus him-
self belonged to the seet of the Esseneg, the Therapeute, Healers, or Doc.
tors-hence he is called, in the New Testament, " The Healer of us all."
The ancient Druids were of the sanie order, calling te mistletoe by the
same comprehensive name.

According to Moshiem, the great Churcil historian, they had their
origin in Egypt, therefore, cxisted before the coming of Christ-proving
that the dignity (.f the physician is of the very grentest antiquity, hal-
lowed, glorified, and made immortal by Chri4t, liaving crowned himself
with the saine conecrated namne-the most beautiful ever uttered under
Heaven. BiwI il about thy neck, write it upon the tablet of thy heart,
that CHRIST WAS CALLED A PHYSICIAN.

The greatest library that the world ever knew was that at Alexandria
in Egypt, ruade ont of the leaining of the High Priests, Therîpeute, or
Physicians-the great professors in the most ancient university in that
city. Here weie stored away the mnost valuiable manuscripts of Papyri
-the Codices Alexandrini. Iere were the first Bishops. In those
days the professions of Medicine and Divinity were both combined in one
person, indissoluble, inseparable.

The Therapeuta or Essenes, as their naine signifies, were Professors of
the art f ihealing, whose professions embalmed their names in the
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