
t1'6 On Voluntaryispi in connexion wvith Christianity.

oharacter lins passed this stage of ciiiidishness-and the world, rele asedi
fromn nursery trarnîeis, is, as it ivere, bidden to ruie itself, to govern its
o~wn passions, to pursue its grent ends, guided only by a consciousness
ýhat every deviation from truth is, to the saine extent, a deviation frorn
happiness-that there is no sin vvithout its punishne-nt, be that punish-
ment ever sO remote-and no virtue without its appropriato rewvard.

With a systern thus free. thus elevatcd and spiritual, a coînpulsory
maintenance of its institutions cannot, by nny possibiiity, be made to har-
Monise. They who contend for securing a competent provision for the
ministers of truth by rneans of legal enaciments, and who, to a sceme of
moral governmen t of the iiighest ordcr, would adapt an apparatus of physi-t
cal force-seemn to us to bc seeking the amalgamation of elemenis whicii
cannot mingle- They ivould have the structure of the butterfly united
ivith the habits of the grub. They appear to be utterly ignorant of the
use of Niags. They %vish to confine to earth wvhat wvas meant tu, fly in~
gir-to fead. on dirt wvhat is designed to sip nectar from. flowers-to local-
ise what is capacitated to ragnge 4broad in joyous freedom. Their ideas
of Christianity cannot get beyand the mark of burroiving. They wouId
have it stili a chrysalis which they an %vatch and tend, and faney depen-
dent upon Ilicir officions intermeddling. They cannot trust it out of sight.
They cen franie to theraselves no notion of (Jhristianity getting its own
sustenance. Like school-boys they construet a box for it, ani Cetch it
leaves, and do ail but force theni down its throat-and then n~onder that it
pines. Ignorantly. and, in many cases, witii the kindest intentions, they
nurse iL into sickness. To trust it abroad they iregard fis. the acme of in-
sanity. They wouid flot leave iL to its own instincts for the worid. Un-ý
der their management iL is a gorgeous and niany-colo.ured butterfiy, living
the life of a grub-dloomed to crawl in the dost-to forego every natural
tendency-to soul its own sp!endour-and to corne under subjection to
laws whieh suited only the eariiest stages of its being.

The fnct is, that nothing bas sa completely jarred wilh the designs of
ravealed truth, ns the effort of rulers to further thern by temporal rewards
and punishrnents, The compulsory principle, which, if wve take their
word for il, is alone worthy of our confidence, introduces into a system of
moral governweni an order of pains and penalties, whieh ta have discarded
as grass and beggarly vvas one of the main distinctions of its constitution.
It is now, in consequence, altogether misunderstood. Its glory is not
recogonised-nor iLs spîrituality diseerned. Mlen who ultogether mistake
its sphero overiook, of course, the exquisite soitableness of its structure ta
move in that sphere. It ià a beautiful objeet; out of pince-a po]ished mir-
ror in a dark lumber room--a sceptre, grasped by a pedagogue, and cm-
ployed as a rod. ri r humbier materials wouid better have ansivered sach
meari uses.ý

It speaks weli for the principie of voluntaryism, that iL does not, ia this
ýesp'act. more ti)an others, jar iwith the general tone of ihîtt scherue of


