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July 1, 1898.
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B. Y. P. U. Topics.

Prepared by Rev, H, H, Suunders, M. A,

July 3rd. A Nation's Qlory.—Prov.
Xiv: 34; Ps. xxcix: 13-19.

‘The grentneas of a nation is geunerally
measured by the wealth, the aries,
the lauds, and the peoples under ite
flag : but God declares that the grenat-
Ness conlsists in the righeousness of ity
subjects.  The people who live under
righteous laws, laws that appronch the
aolden rule of justice and love have a
goanlly herituge.  Laws that give free-
dom to body, mind aud soul exalt the
nation, for they are in harmony with
our Creator’s wisdom,

Those who live nuder good luws,and
have noble, true aml just lawomakers
iand just administrators, are greatly to
he euvied,  Law that is good but has
uninst men to execute it loses halt jes
blessivg,  ‘I'he righteousness ot & nu-
tion that exalteth it can often be tound
in the royal men who have stood as jts
Kings wnl Princes and statesman. One
has ~aitd of Mr, Gluwlstone, *That his
reatuess consisted largely in the taet
that he applied the morval and religious
test to all questions,”’

Bur « nation does not have its whole
being in Law and rulers,  ‘The subjeets
of the nation have the greatest power
to exalt or to debase it.  When each
individual recoguizes the obligations
resting upon him aud lives in the
light of the beat knowledge attainable,
then shall that nation lifts its head
hizher than all others. .\ righteous
lw, rulers and people touch the ideal
that onr Heavenly Father has pluced
hefore ux,  Upon such shall his conn-
tenanre shine.  Awml such shall reflect
the glovy that helongs to his emluring
Kingdom,

July 10th, The Parting of the Ways,
N 26-085 xxx: ta-20,

The people ot Israel had come to
Abont to enter into
the land ot promise, the prospect ol 5

RTEAY nmml‘tlmity.

fine inheritance and the responsibility
of ownership and ealership lay broad
Letupe them,  No donbt the joy ot this
Acevaxion to this lnege place woulld be
areater than  the thought of trus,
However, God by the mouth of the
femders ealls to miml two chojees sond
or ovil,  How fickle were these peeple

the history attests.

Waudd it not be well for us to stup
A Tuonelt .ulll ('mmclel' whant oppor-
tunity Lol opens hefore s, especinlly
an the way of fuith soul »orviee? Can
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we not hear  rvinging  in our ears,
**Choose ye.”*  The way of good and
lite is upen to us and the Saviour is
alluriug s with his smiles of welcome
to come in,  What a vision of hope
and happiness comes to us ns we think
tor a moment of life with the life giver,
of good from the source of all good.

The way of life aud gomd plead for
our acceptance of it and then for onr
use of it for others goml,

Alns that there should be any other
sile or any other way; but i there
were not there would be no choice.

Will anyone be s0 unwise as to
choose death and evit?  Who can de.
liberately make such woetul choice?
The sultle web of sin ia woven aud the
way thereinto is 30 gurnished with the
plessures that appenl to our worse setves
thut we ave denwn i without suspect-
ing the wrong, lt.is not always so
for soon the deliberate chuice of the

wronyg comes beenuse of the power of

the temptation,  Forget not the picture
whicl onr Suviour drew of the broad
aml morew ways, anl listen to the
atill il voice that says:  **Choose
the narrow way aud lite.”’

July 17th. Our Patient God.—1=alms
Inxviiiz dx-41: Rowans ii: 4

‘Lhi~ tesson follows close on the one
of laat week. llere the Poulmist is
vecountine the waywardness of that
chosen preople of God aud Drings torth
trom it the praise of the wonderful
ptience of God. Follow some of the
words indieating their attittde to God.
*Iniquity,’
life and sonl. ‘They *provoked’ him and
sarieved’ him. Iu their pride and self-
ishiness they turned trom him; ‘turned
buek’ and stempted’ him.  Limited the
Holy One,  Atter all his mighty acts
in their behalt, they limit his love and
salvarion, Al that i3 gross and un-
worthy i~ imputed to them.  How dit-
terent the loving God's utritude (o
them. Full of compassion, forgne
their iniquity, rememberal the frailty
of their desh,  Surely hix goodness
shonld have led themn to vepentance,

As we apply this assuring truth to
oy 1ises does there not come the hvaer

desive t0 be grateful for the patience of

desus Christ, wad 0 longing that we
way not in the futare pive Lim such
srave cadise o Jose patience with us?
10 we e east down and troubled there
i the ~weet prontise tat he will bear
with us sund we need not be diseonrie-
vl A~ we bk into his forgivinge thee
we shall supely gain bhope,
Ju!y 24th The Plaint of l.ove. UHosen
Ni: & LuRe abic 84 350 xIx - 41-44.

o> Laove never fiileth.”  He who is

bove can thevetiree never tail, No tnwore

breathing of all the evils of

sud pictare can be deawn than that of
onr Father aud Saviour when haviug
exhansted all the devices and argu-
ments of love, mourntully turning nway
from the nhjects of =olicitude aud griev-
ing over them. Love still abides ul-
though the ohject be callous to atfec.
tion aud persistently drives hope trom
the heurt of the loving vne,

As our Saviour says, **Oh, Jerusa-
lem, Jerusulem !’ le is voicing the
anguish of a henrt that is keenly ent
hy unrequitted love.  His prayers,
tears amd tuils are all spent in vain tor
the impenitent and unkind, yet there

kindles no auger or mulice, no spurn-
ing or lenlnw, but rln. yearning of a
deathless love.

Whit fenitivee from such devotion of
Iove?  Will not the spirit which in-
vites the master therein glow with in-
ereasing tervency nad desive to glonty
him?  Lhe gramdear of Christ’s char-
acter is proven in this.  OQur closest
intimaey with him shall be acknow-
ledged when our love reachies this point.
‘Tou often rebutts coune, but it we eon-
quer them by continuing to love, we
shall (xlluuph,nwl all things,

July 3|st. True Repentance —[xuinh
0 3 I .
From the loving lips ot Jesus tell
SExeept ye repeut ye
Emphati-

these words:
shall all likewise perish.”’
eally the wonds pluce repentance in
the toreground of uil religivus require-
ment.  To study what this reguiremnent
iz, is onr task.

The people had mudde alturs,appoint-
ed meetings, and offered sacritives, but
these acts did not meet the demand of
God aud of the soul,

ded to the number of their sins. There
was wanting the sincerity of purpose.

They even ade

No show of worship is adeguate proot’

of repentance,

True repetiiatiee must ive expression
to three principles:

(1) Sincere and godly soreow for
sins and wisted tite. Do oot nake
this only proof, tor tears and angeuish
of heart are deveptive aud may only
mean seltpride a litrhe buttetted,

(2) A pure life. Leaving the old
thl' e that hlave corvapted thonght asl
lite, and  bringing  teae  Christlihe
teaits that become each life.

() Learu ods well,
to the oppressed and neeldy are ever
requiveanents ol the one whe sieseris
desive for God's Tove and forgiveness,
Tnenleat ¢ this threefold jden of repent-
ance and thus prove by inner exper-
ience that it is gemiine sunk ymre.

oo deeds




