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; may cite a case in illustration of this that happened but a short

CONTENTS. time gince in this city. w

1.—Tho Post Officé, 6.—Project of connecting Halifex 4nd Que- A most deserving officer in the Department, the only one m
2.—Frea Tendo and tho { Mamilton Com- § Th'fccl’." R";‘;:‘l":{r; Wheat. fact who for years past has held Kis situation and given
J—T'hl:e;:nlxolnr;l‘e:l.d'u Advrocacy of 8.:\119&“&!1:0\" Am‘;ln. satisfaction to the public, has recont] .had prescnted to him
" Freo Teada. ‘9'_i“m,,gom_cm.m,mw" a pmse of some £200 or more, which was spontaneously
4.—Hoy Mr, Moore Gn Fres Trade and | 10 _Tne Markets. - contributed by our mercantile fellow -citizens as a token of es-

Frotection. teem for his marked civility on the ¢ne hand, and of censure to
4.~Tae Usury Laws. the head of the department for mispliced economy on the othet.
— == | Such a.coinmcnlary on tlile ablt)zlses of tl}:le Ijepnnmcnt isdas strong
.. . s a practical censure as the public could admmister, and we trust

THE C AN A_DI AN EOONOMIS{B it will not be withont 'whg;esomo cffects. In a word, let the
N . cnormous emoluments of the Provineial head of the Depart-
ment, the Deputy Post Master General, be cut down to £1000 a

11.—Advertitements:

MONTREAL, SATURDAY, 13ru MARCH, 1817. year, as has been once if not oftener recommended by our Local
: . Legislature, and let the surplus be cut up in order to increase the
THE POST OFFICE. salaries of the humbler officers whose station in society, in &

pecuniary sense, should be at least respectable. .
. . The next point we shall advert 10 is, whether the departnient
_ Oar esteemed contributor having brought Ius papeis upon | should remain ss it is now a btrictly imperial department, or
the question of the Post Officé to an end, it behoves us now | whether, on the contrary, it would not be more advisable to make
to tzke the matter up, and make, what divines eall, a practical | it strictly local and sulject accordingiy_to the supervision and
application of the subject. control “of our local legislature- ~ We, for our own parts,
“Thore Is no institation in this colony, as is umversally sdmuted, | "Cine s°ongly to tho latler opinion, although we are prepared to

. ¥ ¥y » { admit that there is much to be said in faver of its remainiag part
so replete and rank with abuses as that now under review. The | and parcel, as it is now, of the Imperial Department in Saint
rates of postage charged are preposterous and oppressive, having, | Martin’s-le-Grand, But, still, after a careful review of all that
at tho present day, no parallel in any country in the world enjuy- | €an_be said on buth sides of the question we mcline to be

H &t o e as Wwé have already said, in favor of its being made a Btrictly
ing the benmefit of sef-govemment through sopresentative | 3., snwirution, a subjbet 10 the control of ovr local legislature

—

iristitutions. o ) aloné. .
The intetnal organization of the departmeént, is offensive 6 com- If, howevaer, it remain anim‘verial department, 1t shall do so, with
mon sense and the rights of industry. our consent on one condition alone, and that is, that we be allowed

¥ e to enjoy, along with our fellow subjects iu the mothet country, the

Let us IO‘EL f?r‘a moment into 1L§ recesses, and what do we be- full ll)éi'eﬁl of the penn system ofﬁ‘ostdge. Nothing less than}ha!,
hold? An mdw:dua! at its head :rfesponSIb.le to any authorty | (e conceive,shoumnguce this coantry to consent 10 its remaining
whatever in the Province, yet drawing from its resourcesasalary | animperial department; and not even that should be cousxderea
of upwards of £3,000 a year, and which a few years ago is sanl | @ suflicient concession nnless 1t be accum 1ed withthe under-
1o bave nearly cqualleﬂ that of the Governor Generale Are the | Standingthatuew offices will be opened whereves and whengver
daties of the office of sucl at to t d they may be asked for by competent looal authority, We advo-
uties ol the ofiice of such a nature as 0 require transcendant | capg along with the Herald, (who we believe may claim the honor
talent and ability ? Nothing of the kind- The dutics might | of having been the first who advanced this doctrine) the introduc-
be performed by any man of plain education, business habits | tion in this colony of the penny sysiem of postage. Butwegoa

and good character.  Yet, the present incumbent whose abiliies | SteP further than our contemporary. We would wish the sy stem
3 applied 10 newspapers as well as letters, while we believe our

1 . .
ve 13y no means mean to disparage, has been mamtamgd coutemporary scemed desirous of limiting it to letters alone. For
in his situation with emolument enough to pay the solaries | the sake, however, of unity and uniformity we dare say, he would
of nearly all the judges of the Court of Queen’s Bench of this | agree with usthat it would be 2s well to have the whole system
District ; and that too in Spite of the well known dissatisface | introduced in all its integrity. .
tion of the public at large—in spite of remonstrances from various Perhaps, also, in the course of imre we mightbe nclined to agk
Hublic bodies—and finally in spite of the unqualified remonstrance | for the application of the penny aystem to the steam-paciet service
of our local legislature. “Can anything mere be required toprove | as well as the land service.  This idea may perhaps stastle some
the Yottenness of a system which makes a purely Canadian de- | of aur readers,but stranger things,broached only a fuw years sice,
artment_responsible only to an officer residing in London, sume | havo already been carried into practice with the most unbounde
3.300 miles off, and who has ever appeared to be totally unin~ | success. Take the penny system itsclf, as applied to the United
fluenced by the well understood wishes* of the Canadian Kingdom, for an example.  When that lea was first broached
people? it was considered impracticable. But nevertheless it was tried
Let us however guard ourselves against being misapprebiended. | and has succceded almost beyond belief. And why should
Let it be cleurly understcod that we are attacking by these | the same principle not be applied to the steam-packet service
strictures, not I\f. Stayner, for whom we entertain the highest | with success¢ It is now a scitled maxim inthe public mind m
tespect, but thrat faully sysiem which has secured him so long in 1 the mother country, that the Post Office should not be looked
the enjoyment of empluments which the country has re~eatedly | upon as a soutce of revenue, but simply as a great pnblc
condemned. Wo repeat, it is the system which maintains such | couvenience—and henoe we contend that as 1t now aflords a
an abnse and not the individual who islucky enongh to profitfrom | surplus, that surplus should bo employed to extend the benefiis
it, ngainst, which our strictutes are directed. of the penny system to all the colonies, as well as to the packet
The syatem is favlty in every respectin which it can bo viewed. | service,if it be found sufficient for that purpose ; and in the mean-
‘The first officer, as we have seen, is overpaid to an extent that | time it might be tricd on a limited scale.  ¥or mnstance, let it be
justifics oux harshest animadversion ; but on the other hand, itis | tried this very year in Canada, ormall the British Amencan
ust as fauily, but fi: the opposite extreme, towands the humbler | Colonies ; and if there sull be a surplus of revenue left, let itthen
officers of the department. ~The first officer is pachrcd toa de- | be applied to other colonies ; and fnally, if a surplus st con-
ree which at firt sight appears hardly crediblo ; whileyon | tinues,let the system be made complete by applying to the steam-
the other hand, the system scarcely affords a decent fiviihood to packet service Jikewise.
#nyofficet under theank of a Pdst Master in & leading city. We We shall return 1o this subject in our next.




