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VIII.—EDITORIAL NOTES ON CURRENT TOPICS,

THE INDIAN SCHOOL QUESTION.

Tue Ifth Annual Report of the
Executive Commuttee of the Indian
Rights Association, from the pen of
Myr. James B. Harrison, is a vigotous
and outspoken contribution to the
literature of the subject and should
be widely circulated and duly con-
sidered. It justly charuacterizes the
recent orders of the Indian Bureau as
* umintelbgent, arbitrary, despotic and anstates-
manhke, mcreiy a blow at mussionary woik.
There 1~ 1o reasun to suppuse that & single
Indian anywhere will ever learn ten words
more of Iughstt by reasun of these oracrs,
There 15, mdeed, no provision wade by the
government for any ancrease of facilities in the
study of Bugzhish. The damage to the missivliary
work groduced by these wrders is therr sole 1¢
gult. 'The orders should be distinctly and
wholly revoked »d withurass . It is not peces-
sary that the nussionanes and churches shuuld
submit. If they will pubhish the facts fully, theco
orders will be revoked. The fucts must como
to hght. T.on the people of thy country will
havc something to say."

No one can read this report with-
out having his heart stirred with in-
dignation at the condition of Indian
affairs, through the unfitness of the
Indion Burcau. The Nation says:

** The Indian Burean appears 1o have made a
serious blunder. Government has no moral
right to order peremptonly that missionary
socicties which maiutain schools in many places
withont assistance from the Federal treasury
sliall cease using the Indian language.™

The rcligious and missionary press,
with almost entire unanimity, has
condemned the policy and arbitrary
edict of government, and the Phila-
delphia Annual Conference of the
M. E. Church adopted very strong
resvlutions on the subject. All our
ceclesiastical and missionary socictics
she ald follow suit and cease not o
protest till their demand shall be
heeded. The President has not re-
voked the obnoxiousorders; theslight
modification concedud does not touch
theesscntialiniquity. Andhisrecom-
mendation of & Commission, one-half
to be army officers, lo manage the
Indians, gives no promise cf relicf,
but the contrary. The Intcs,ivr well
puts the case: .

““'Thero are two objections to this—one o
principle, and onc of policy. The prnciple i -
volved is that it s a violation of a fundamer )
right of civil and religious liberty. The poliey
involved is that the scrambling politicians who
climb into such positions are not, as a ru's, 11 ¢
kind of men o Le intrusted with cducatior al
and moral interests,  We netver would have be-
Heved that this picce of utterly indefensivle
tsranny would have been permitted to remain o
long sn force.  Sune one who has the car of "he
Freadent ought 1o suggest to him that Yle finge
nlxigis about to go into action, and that it is
high time for him to clear his decks.”

The Independent says:
“ There was a discussion recently among somg
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young Dakota Indiaug, who are attending schog)
on the question * Which has dono the moro goo
for ug, tho Cathulic ur the Protestant chure), 3
The Protestants, it is «aid, beat their opponents,
One of them was asked how they won, Ifp
sad, *1 showed them the Bible in Dakota ang
read to them in their own tongue. T shuwed
them a letter from an absent young man wril{en
in Dakota, which all could understand when I
read i, and I said;, * Qur rdigion gave ugg
watien lunguage and the Bible.  What has your
religion given to our people 2*° Ts not this §
pretty fair reasoning for a mun who, according

to Commissioner Athins, has no luuguage, only
a barbarvus Jiudect?  The premied “conees.
sions of the Interior Department have just
reached the mi--ignarirs amens the Dakotas,
two munths after they were isued. Under dato
of Feb. 11 Commis-ivner Atkine added another
cuncessivn to thuat of Jan. 14, allowing Indiang
tu pussess and use the Bitle in the vernacular,
and alowing o ‘limited theological class® of g8
Tudien young men to be trained in the vernacy.
lat 1n any purcly mi-<ionary school supported
exclustvely by missidnary rocieties, provided
they aro to devote themeclves exclusively tofi
preaching.  These cuncessions, be it remem -39
Lered, are from the Infer.or Depariment of the
Lepub ic o the Uniled S'ales, not from the In.
terior Department of the givernment of ths ¥
Czar, and they apply to our Indians, andnot 7.
o the LPoles of Russia.” N

The Presulent’s long reply to the
Philadelphia Conference, while kind
in spnt, gives evidence that he has
not studied the matter with bis
wonted care and clearness and does
not comprehend the problem inajl -
its aspects. b

We commend (o our readers the
letters from distinguished civil:ans,
lawyers and divines, given in our In-
ternational Department (pp. 462-9),
1in relation to this subject.—J. M. 8, ]

A WORD to our subscribers. We -
are glad 1o be able to say that in the
future there will be no occasion for
delay in receiving THEREVIEW when
ordered. The demand for it so .
greatly exceeded the faith of our
publishers al the start, and even 4

failed to make due provision for the W
supply. Alveady fc or editions of the - 7,
January nwmber, three af the Febris §
ary and two of the March have been
printed, and the demand does not:- 23
abate. But this expevience sufficed '
to show them the necessity of 3 3
much larger edition of succeeding. | B&
numbers, so that in the future they
will be able promptly to supply the
work to all who apply. Every num-
ber is stercotyped, so that THB RE
view can Ue had from January. -Qur3
thanks are duc to the pressandfo |
cur many ‘ends in all parts of ithe.
ficld for {u.ir hearty commendation
ang words of cheer.—J. 3L S.




