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th ihe sake of having thewm bozu:ded and clothed. The Board, there-
N fore, felf, compelled to rc}mqmsh the project. .And yet [ am convinced
Iy that a vigorous co-operation between the State and some missionary
: organization might overcome all obstacles and gain a noble success.
v A second complication in the p.roblem of the New York Indians is
s e peenliar status of the land titles and the difficulty of securing a
he division in severalty. When the French and English were contending
ro for the supremacy here, the Frcn(:'h based their claim upon the right
d of discovery, but the E.nghsh derived their title from an informal
1 treaty with thfz Sl.x Nations.  Whatever may have been our inconsis-
. tencies, the b}ndmg and supreme force of Indian treaties was the
hes ground on which we then took our stand. The plen which the Brit-
n ish Government presented to the Freuch Council in 1735, concerning
& what wasknown as t,l.xe “ Qho coux{tl'.}t," ran as follows: *- What the
' Court of Great Britain asserts and insists upon is this, that the five
5 Troquois natious are either or.igi.nally or by conquest the lawful pro-
1o prictors of the terntory of Ohio n question.™ Atnd it was upon this
e priuciple that the State of Nf’“’ York hz.ls from time to time purchased
R what were regarded as real _tni]es to Indian hmds:
e Buvthe land tenures existing among these tribes rest also on other
grounds,  Of the land owx;ed by the Tuscaroras, 1,280 acres were deeded
he to them by the Seneca chiefs. This graut wasoverlooked in their sub-
4 sequent sale to the Holland Land Company, but that Company, of its
© own accord, mtiﬁe(.l the de.ed. And it is easy to see that if that Com-
i pany had a recognizable title, then the title which they gave te the
s Tusearoras must have had an equal validity, except in the rights re-
o served by the Company.
P’~ Another larger tract of 4,329 acres was purchased for the Tuscaroras
sram the Holland Company with money paid them by the general Gov-
a «ament for lands previously held in North Carolina.  That purchase
- e State cannot well ignore.  The title to the Cattaraugus and Alle-
" gheny Reservations was the result of a compromise freaty formed at
1t Tufido Creek in 1842, in the presence of u United States Commis-
- sioner, by which the Ogden Company released to the Senccas the whole
- o those two Teservations, on condition that they should surrender the
4 Reservations of Buffalo Creek and Tonawanda, the Ogden Company re-
n taining & pre-cmrption right to purchasec.
1 The Tonawandas hold their land on the basis of a treaty ratified
i3 and prociaimed March, 1859, by which they purchased from the Og-
[

Yn Company 7,547 acres of their own reservation, paying over
#0an acre, or & total of &165,000. This was drawn fram a fund
: gren them by the United States Government, in settlement of claims
A weertain Western lands,

. That division of land in severalty is desirable, if made for the sole
1 tenchit of the Indian, cannot be doubted, but how can these tribal




