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a university at Kyoto to oppose the
successful Doshesha school of the
American Board at that place. They
are also glad to welcome Col. Olcott,
the Theosophist, from India,who has
been going throughout the country
decrying Christianity and upholding
Buddhism as the doctrine of benevo-
lence and iruth, and Christianity as
heartlessly selfish. Allthe worldliness
of the Western nations, and their
vices as well, are laid at the door of
Christianity, and it 1s declared to be
opposed to science, to progress and
to liberty. The Buddhists of all
sects — seven larger and thirteen
smaller—but the Shin-Shiunin partic-
ular, are carrying out their schemes
for oppusing the gospel, not only by
education and .ue use of other appli-
ances, such as organ music, but by
active evangelismandorganized mis-
sionary movement, They havebeen
lately sending priests to China and
Korea, and more recentlysent oneto
Hawaii.

The Shintos also have a new polit-
ical and religious organization for
the preservation of what they are
pleased tocall ¢ The National Spirit.”
It has a magazine said to be ably ed-
ited by a former Christian theological
student, a good English scholar,with
some knowledge of ancient and mod-
ern languages. He fell away from
his Christian relations some years
ago, in the zeal of hisadvocacy of the
people’s rights, or of the Liberal
party’s principles, and he is now not
unconscious that the Royal patron-
age may be possibly susceptible to
the flattery of warm admiration.
Large numbers of the Government
officials are members of this society,
and it is said the Emperor himself at
least veads their magazine, avhich
may mean much moreamong Orient-
als possibly than it would among us,

Thus much for the leading classes,
many of whom are exceedingly zeal-
ous in their advocacy of their new
methods for rehabilitating their an-
cient order of faith and worship.

INTERNATIONAL, DEPARTMENT,
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Among tho common people all t,
old grovelling superstitions are rile,
followed by ull their loosencssapg
immorality of life.

Lhirdly, we must cousider the for.
eign influcnces ndverse to Christig,
ity, such as the aguosticism of Spey.
cer, Huxley, Mill and others w,
have had and will have conflrmeg
sway among the educated clagses
especiully of young men, This, how:
ever, is probubly less now than y
the earlier poriod of ity introductio
into the country. Romanism,wity,
its easy conditions of Subbath obsery.
ance, free drinking, confession apg
remission of sin, and pictnre-worship,
isspreading umong the lower orders
of society pnd wmong luke-wam
Christians, The Greek church, wity
its grand enthedral and imposing
archimandrite and governmenta?
help; and the Roman, with myg,
help from nearly every Europeas
government, aro having their mfy.
ence with or upon the official military
classes. ’

Of Protestant ndverse influences,a
German-Swiss Rationalistand helper
are turning some of the preachersand
dependent churches away from the
teath,  This is partially because the
Government leans toward the Ger
man system in governwent and
nilitary matters; also in medicine,
A Unitarian representative and lis
wife are doubtless obtaining a follow-
ing. Such are somu of the difficul-
ties of tho evangelical situation in
the Empire of Japun, as set forth by
persons who havo given patient and
careful study to the whole subjecton
the spot.

Fourthly, At home there are grave
misapprehensions of the situation ia
Japan on tho part of some of the
warmest sympathizers with and
patrons of the Evangelistic move-
ment abroad, Some have construed
the glowing representations of the
marvelous progress of Japan in mat-
ters of Western civilization to imply
that theland was well nigh Christian,



