MISCELLANEOUS.

—*“ Altho the heathen, who hecome
Catholic Clhristians, commonly rise only
from a religion of form to another re-
ligion of form, whose contents, how-
ever, are infinitely better, yet they for
the most part experience so much of it
that cannibglism, infauticide, concu-
binage, cte., can no longer remain the
prevailing rule; morally, therefore,
they are cxtricated from the coarsest of
their former excesses, and every phil-
anthropist and Christian must desire
that where the Evangelical Church can-
not win them they should rather be-
come Catholic Christians than remain
heathen.”’—Herr PETRI, in Alkgemeine
Missions-Zeitschrift.

—*“ Are the missiopnaries the agents or
servants (?) of the socicties, or are they
the messengers of the churches? Is
there a sufliciently close connection be-
tween the churches at home and their
brethren abroad, for whom they are
asked to pray and give ? Do not socie-
ties sometimes act as a barrier to sepa-
rate rather than as a link to unite? A
great step in advance wounld be taken
if the socicties not only allowed but en-
couraged churchies to support missiona-
ricsof theirown, with whom they might
be in direct communication.”—The
Christian, quoted iz The Bombay Guard-
an.

—*“Is it true, as some have aftirmed,
that missionarics meet for confercnce
and prayer in India or China, decide
upen certain modes of precedure in con-
nectivn with their work, but are power-
less to act until their proposals have
been sent to the home committee and
considered by them ¢ Is it also a fact
that not unfrequently the home comunit-
tee rejects the proposals of the missiona-
rics, and dictates an cntirely different
course? . . .

“If so, we venture to suggest the
need of a change. . . . The churches
generally would trust the decisions of
the men doing the work rather than
those of btrethrem at home, however
wise and experienced.
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‘“ We plead for an increase of confi.
dence right through our missionary
work. No men ever realize their high.
est possibilitics until they are trusted.”
o LA

—*“ Are means lacking for tl:¢ work
of missions? Sound the bell of prayer
rather than the bell of the mendicant.”
—Pastor GOSSNER.

—1We notice not unfrequently the
statement that the Persian Shah, as suc-
cessor of the prophet, is the spirituy)
and temporal chief of his subjects,
This, however, appears to be an crror,
It arises from transferring to the Per.
sian monarch the attributes of the Turk.
ish monarch. The latter, however, is
Caliph Mohammedan Pope, not as king
of the Turks, but as having, in kis an.
cestors, obtained from the heirs of the
Bagdad caliphsa cession of their cluims
in his favor. His Turkish and his Mes
lem, his temporal and his religious, dig-
nity are distinct and scparable. Thus,
when it was determined, in 1876, t
depose Abdul-Aziz, it was held neees
sary that he should first abdicate the
caliphate, under the form (tho certuinly
not thereality) of a voluntary act. This
left him still sovereign of Turkey ; tut
as he had now lost the sacreduess of his
person, he was then dethroned outright
"The Persians, it is knowan, are regardu
hy the Mohammedan world at large s
schismatics and heretics. They deoy
the succession acknowledged by the
Sunuites, and have one of their owr,
whose incumbent, however, is not the
Shah, but resides within the Turkish
territory, and whose religivus autherity
is said to be semetimes as embarressing
to the Persian Government as the pajal
authority has often been, sometimes for
good and sometimes for evil, to thecisil
overnments of Europe.

The Persians, however heretical, ar
intense Moslems. Mr. Benjamin de
clares, what is certairly noy true of the
Sunnites, at Jeast in most countriss,
that no Christian, however exalted bis
Tank, would dare to cnter a mosquein
Persia if hie valued his life.



