
NINE CENTURIES OP BUDDHSKI. [a

the Buddlia's religion of compassion and love, the " karma!" of bis evil
deeds mnust inevitably work itseif out.

In 11. 104 followv the "lfive vows for the laitv." iliese Fancha-Sula
are obligratory oxi every one professing to be a follower of the Buddlia.*

1. 1 vow and promise not to destroy lifé. In a note to this rule wc read fur-
ther: In this the firat and principal vow are net only included men, but ail liv-
ing beingq, and for that reason no one who, intentionally hurts, kilis, or torments
an animal can be a follower of the Buddha.

It is pleasant to be able ta accord praise. Let Buddhism have the
honor of having by tîjis rule successfully inculcated the sinfulness of mur-
der. ]3uddhism bas much te do wvith the deep reverence with whichi
human life is rcgarded in Ladak.t The " suttee" lias nover obtained in
Ladak, ner have 1 ever hoard of child murder. The only murderers of
whlorn 1 have ever hourd have boon Mohamînedan travelers. But the Biid-
dhist law iii its Nwording and application is much teo wvîde for practical life,
inasmuch as it doos net refer ta liuman hife alone, but ta ail life of every
description, and thus dofoats itself. It means, fbr instance, that ail wild
beasts, poisenous snakcs, xnad dog(,s, etc., are te be carefully left alive.
To destroy vormin is a heinous sia-which may perhaps account for the
fact that Ladaki Buddhists are notorionsly infcsted -vitli fleas and lice.t
I have even scen these disgusting- parasites carcfully placed aside. But tethe
hiouer of Ladaki common 501150 it must be said that they are more usually
destroecd. Each flea and buse., each wasp and gnat, each wvolf and leopard
is a living boiug, and, in a Buddhist's eyes, bas the same value as a man or
woman! 0 f course the slaughteriug of beasts for food is strictly forbiddcn
by this rale. Yet there are hundreds of Tibetans inhabiting the higlicr
plateaus wvhîe live entireiy on milk, butter, clicse, and goets ficali. Cruolty
to animais in every forîn is of daily occurrence. fleavy loads arc placcd
on miserable, half-starved animais. Bcasts arc driven until they faîl by
the roadside, when they are left te die of starvation, uubess the rayons and
ether birds of pm'ey mercifully hiasten the end. 1 bave more than once
bad ponies with raw backs brought te, me for a ride of twenty miles up
and clown bill.

2. 1 vow aud promise net te steal.

To sucli an extent, is stealing practised ini Ladakz ihat ne one will alhow
any man ta romain alonc in bis roem; if the owner is obliged to lbave the
roin, the visiter must follow. Tbis ahone is sufficient te show that in Bud-
dhist Ladak evcrybody is a thief as soon as oppertunity offers. No man
trusts even bis own brother ont of bis siglit.

*It muet be remcinbered that wc are at present only concorned Nvith the lalty. The urne rales
are binding on cleric8, and wvill recur when thc priests are belng conqidcred

t 1 do flot thlnk the tact that in Cntral Tibet murder appears te bc by ne means unknewn, or
that even the lamas rcsortto ft in certain cases, eau Invalidate the claitn et Buddhiom te bave exerted
a very great restraining Influence.

4One can daiiy soc WonMeu aitting- tomcether engagd la matually picking out tke lice tromn t>o(
hair.
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