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TO THE COMMITTRE AND MRMBKRS 0¥ THR MONTREAL TEMPRRANCE
SOCIKTY.

Resercrap Frinos,—Iaving to some cxtent actod as your
Ropresentative in the course of my recent jonrnoy, I consider it
right to furnish you with some account of my procecdings.

The Vuyage.

On tho 26th of Maylust, [ loft Montreal with my famuly, in the
good ship Caledonia, commanded by & Captan who never tastes’
intoxicating drinks, and whoso unremutung attention to the wel. |
fare of all around hmuy, 18 worthy of the highest prawe, ‘The crew
wero engaged upen ‘L'emperance prneiples, and nothing could be
moro hannomous and sutisfuctory than the way in which every
thing was managed. Indecd I would, from expenience, carnestly
reconunend all who have occasion to * go down to the sca i ships,”
to give ‘Lemperance oncs the most decided preferenco.

Grog and profanc swearing uscd to be considered necessary in
regard to the management of a ship's erew. They aro now pro.
ved to be not only unnecessary, but positively permicious—every
thing gocs on much bettor without them ; and of the change ina
temporal point of view be desirable, liow much more so must 1t be
ifweregard the sailorasan immortal being,and himsolf the chicf me-
dium of communication hetween the christion and heathen world.
How can we expect success to attend cfforts to evangelize the
dark places of the carth, whilst Chnstiun lands sond them perhaps
& hundred drunken, profanc and licentious sailors for every mus.
eionary. But sailors are not necessanly lrunken, profane or h.
centious. I am well convineed that with the same amount of
privileges, they would compare fuvorably wvith almost any other
portion of the conunumty. It is the treatinent they receive from
socicty, which debases them—treatment which might destroy

mgels, They are trancd to intemperanco from ther first ap-
p:~nticeship, by a daily allowance of liquor; they are spoken to
in the language of tyranuy and blasphemy ; they are held at an
outside by tho respectable portion of soctcty whorever they go,
and forced to assaciute with the worthless ; and yet no class of
men have u greater trust of life and property commutted to their
charge, and thercfore none should be moro habtually sober, mo.
ral, und trust.worthy. Isit not time that this treatment showld
be changed ? Is it not time that the intellectual and moral im.
provement of sailors should be consmdered of fully as much impor-
tance as that of any other class of the community. I have po.
ken of thestato of things that hes prevailed, and which unhappily
still prevails in the great inajority of cases—a state which sets at
dofiance all regard for the precepts of morality and religion, and
wh:ch necessanily brings its own punishment with it in the in.
temperance, quarrels, corporal punishments, mutimes, ship.wrecke,
licentiousncss, and shortness of life, which characterize to such
an cxteni the scafanng portion of .he human family. It is but
fair to add, however, that there are now many cxcepiions to the
dark picture I have drawn. and that on ail haunds, indications
appear of a better statc of hings fast appreaching.

1 shall here briefly narrato some ¢...amstances that came to
my knowledge, to exhibit more clearly the cvils arising from tho
usc of intoxicating drinks on shipboard.

The common use of hiquors on shipboard produces many bad
conscquences, the fist of which may be considered the demorali-
. zation of scamen, Sailors &s a cle . ars proverbially intempe.

tefe, and there is not a doubt that there intemperance will con-

tinuo, us long as the present system of supplying then regularly
with liquer prevasls. I was mformed by the Captain thut he, and
thoez connected with hum, were fimt induced to think of suiling
thorr vessels on tomperance principles by secing their apprentices
becomo drunkards, T'licso apprentices were usually lads from ze.
spectablo though poor funnlies in the country, who, perhaps, had
never drmnk a glass of spinits in their hves, und who for a week
or two at firet refused to tasto their allowance ; but, by and by,
they took a half.glass in the day, then a whole glass, and probably,
cro the fiest voyage was accomphshed, drank as freely as the old
hands. ‘Thus these lads learncd to be intemperate as quickly as
they learned to be scamen, and when their time wasout they wero
dismissed into the wide world with confimied bad habits—in other
words, utterly ruined.  This result ia by ne means peculiar to the
cases I have mentioned, but it is onc that I am sure all good men
would wish to avert. I have been assured by experienced ship.
masters that the chargo of the ship and cargo is not more than
onc.half of a captain’s labours and anxictics; that the dufficultics
he meets with in managing his crew at sca and in port constituto
tho other half.  Now, I can say from ohscrvation, whut they have
told mo from experionce, that there is no difficulty whatever with
a crew on temperance pringiples, and, eonscquently, by this plan,
one.half of a shipmaster’s lnbours and anxictics zre saved, and ho
has his whole time to attend to the other half, viz., the navigation
and management of the ship, It has beeiw. u very common thing
m the Canada trade for mien to desert from their ships, and con.
ccal themsclves in dens of infamy and iniquity, called taverns, or
sailors’ boarding-houscs ; and whilst in this way the men squander
their means and health, the masters arc oftentimes reduced to
great difficultics, and, perhaps, detained till they can ship & mot.
ley crew of desarters from other ships who have beon reduced to
the last stago of drunkennees and wretchedness, and whose wages
arc drawn in advance by the cnmps who have fed their vices, and
then sell them for the voyage bke slaves. But drinking is tho
cause of all this, The men are, generally speaking, only irduced
to desert cither when they are intoxicated, or ofter they have com.
wmitted some fuult through intoxication, or alter they have been
tyrannically uscd by a master who was under the influonce of li.
quor. There 18 scarcely such a thing as descrtion from a tempe.
rance ship. The master and ercw are, frequently, ke a family,
liming together in peaco and contentment ; and the vesscls which
sail to Canada on that principle rarely, I be'icve, losc 2 man. If we
hope to sce our sarlors as a class, moral and respectable—is wo
wish to sce them elevated in the sealt, of humanity, and a credit
to their countzy wherever they go, mstead of being as they have
too generally been, a kind of moral pestilence,—if we hope for
these results, T say, we must desire to abolish the present custom
of training them to intemperance.  Shipowners and captains who
serve their men with liquor have no night to complaiu of the faults
they commit in and through that liquor ; and if Britain, asa nation,
doea not chango the bancful practice, she will have no right tocx-
peet an improvement in the character of her scamen.  Shipshaso
been compared to bridges, which connect distant countrics, and
it has heen forcibly remarked that it is the interest and duty ofall
countnics to take cvery precaution for the sccurity of these bridges.
This would be the case were only property concemed, secing that
whatever is lost is just so much loss to monkind; and though
covered by insurance, yet the premiums of insu ance bear a di.
rect proportion to the cxtent and frequeney of the lotes ; but when
the lives of scamca and passengers are at stake, it beeomes of im-
menss importance to make the communication as safe as poseble,



