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Ma, EpiTor:—

" A friend in Scotland who had seen some of the
umbers of your Journal, has sent me a paper on
“«Tue Lirg AND WrITINGS OF IGNATIUS,” With per-
mission to offer it, as I now do, to your pages.
le had intended itin a somewhat different form
or another work, which, however, circumstances
ve prevented him from carrying through. Tt
y be interesting to some of your readers, and if
be also useful, this will be, as I well know, in
ordance with the prayers of the writer.

" Ishall presume on his indulgence and that of
our readers, in prefixing to it,as it passes through
y hands, one or two remarks.

And first, I think my friend hastoo unhesitating-
y assumed the genuinencss—at least the integrity
f the text of the Ignatian Epistles. Two ver-
ions of these Epistles have come downto us, and
hese 50 different from cach othcr, that they cannot
th be genuine; and the one of these which has
fairer claims to be regarded asa gepuine docu-
ty bas some internal marks of interpolation,

That great scholar, and not less distinguished
Minister of the gospel, Archbishop Usher, who
first edited these Epistles, and in a sense, recover-
ed thiem from the wreck of ancient learning, had
his doubts of the genuineness of the Epistle to
Polycarp.  Mosheim thus closes his remarks on
the question concerning their genuineness,

¢ But to whichever of these cditions (the two ver-
sions above referred to,) we give the preference, we
shall never, do what we may, entirely deliver these
Cpisiles from all suspicion of corruption and interpo-
Ltion.  In my judgment, therefore, the great contro-
varsy concerning the Ignatian Epistles, in which so
many eminent men have taken a side, is still undeci-
ded, and must remain so, unless more versions, and
these of a higher antiquity than ths existing oncs be
discovered, or other ancient literary remains wlich
shall throw a clearer light upon it.  That these Epis-
tles are very ancient is most certain, that they are en-
tire forgerics is utterly incredible; Lut how far they
can be accounted free from corruptions cannot at pre-
sent be determined.”s

T am not awarec that any additional light has been
thrown vn the question since the days of Mosheim.

¢ Moshemii De Rebus Chustianorum ante Cons
stant. Commentarii, p. 161,



