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instrument of infusing extensively in edioers, Hie magnifled bis office : and he
wvas the mearis, in a high degree, (if elevating the cliatacter, extending ilie
influence, and tif increasinig tie effiiiency of the cliurch to which h-ý lbeluîiged.
It would bo diffleuit tu siîy 1cr V<hîL lie w.ast mulst dibtinguished, for lie iseeîîed
te comtbine, in a high degree, alinost every excellency of an intellectual and
raoral kind: and 1 tliik, he approached as neînr tu perfection of character as
any mian 1 ever knewv. Th'e Jeaturc, howvever, wliich most attracted nie wa%,
the large share he bad of 6 the ineeknessand gentieness of Christ.' Thîis siione
forth in his wbule character, and appeared on al, occasions in bis conduct,
iviiether in public or iii priv'ate. Iii con-vers3ation, witî sweet urbanity of inan-
moe, and wiso adaptation to circumstances, ho wvas luminuusly instructite.
le was meat; uprighit, candid and sirîcere :-alwayB cheerfui, and on fit oceca-
sions, as ha could receive, so lie ct'uld impart delight, by gtîud humour, min-
gled with dignity and refiriement. In the pulpii lie uniformly supported bis
bigh character. Ilis discoursezi were always excellent, and often nhcst imipi-es-
ive. Ils style was correct, chaste and beautiful. lis plans 'were alwaysi

distinct, lugical and memorable ; and his iliustrations were most thoroughly
evitngelica1l,-rich in gospel truth, and, to every appearance, bis well selected
ivordq, and always important, arid often' prote:uid and original Fentiimetits,
s3eerned tu flow from it soul must deeply imbued with the spirit of his Divine
Master.

On the sanie year Dr. Mitchell died, another of the Professers aise flnished
Lbis labours. This was Dr. Balmer, tif Berwick, upon Tweed, Professur of
Systemie~i Theology. le departed titis life on the fir8t; of July, 1844. lis
character is fitiely drawri by Dr. Ilenderson, of Galashiels, in a memoir pro-
flxed to Lectures and Discourses publishcd since bis death, from. wbich we
make the foiiowing extracts:

" If Dr. Balmner was eiirîiently endowed in regard te bis inteliectual powers,
ho was stili more remartikable for a certain moral greatriese. In his character,
in this respect, deep auid fervent piety, wzts-, it ma'y ho said, the Ieading aîîd most
important feature. It was exhîibited, flot in any frequent or open expre,,siîn.
of personal feeling, fur in regard to thi8 he vas on the whole resered ; but
Sou saw it pervading an-d actuating his whole mariner of life. 11e seenied te
conduct hiineif under the habituati consciousness that the eye of God ivas
upon him, anid with a -prevailing desiro tu approve hirnself tu lim. In his
prayers, especiaiv~, you were made to feel the profuund reverence with wliich
ho îîpproached: the majesty of the Father, as weil as the hpoly boldness w'ith
which hoe drew nea;, through the mcdiation of the Son, whorm le made a)l his
confidence, and ail bis hope. Neyer wvas there one more entirely free frîîm
anynhing like affectation or coriceit; mo>re full cf candour in expiaiiuing bis
own views and actings, and iii judging of those of others." ***

"I nover knew," says ae ofihis co-preshyters, *1 any crie more remarkably
distinguished by the pare lave cf truth and goodriese, for theip ewn sakes. Ilo
seorned te me tu live habituaily ini tie calm and delightod contemplation of the
morally and spirituaily Ijeautiful. Ris character vas oeocf transparent
puriny and simpiicity. 0f simul-ation, in ai its forms, bis nature was pro-
foundly ignorant. Ile seemed aiways te me, ' an Israelite indeed in w'lîeî
tbere wua ne guile.'"I

la reference to this amiable an-d accemplished minister, we add the follow-
ing extract froni a letter of Dr. Ileugh, te Mr8. Balmer on the occasion of lier
husband's death -

"' NMy acquaintance with Dr. Balmer vus but imperfect; but iL was suffi-
cient; tu imprcsme nith lus rare value. 1 have always regarded with 1-espect
and admiratien his calm arîd clear intellect., his soft benigniny, the, tingular
gentleness of lits nature, the zaliot ethereal, tone cf lits spirit, the transparent
isinceriny of his character, the meekness and rnodesty (if his constant boaring,
bis untsullied purity, his fervent piety. As often as I reflect on w'hateer 1
kne.w cf him, thie character cf Loigh ton cornes before mie, and that cf t¶vc Bible


