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Qotober 27.] A.D, 8. Luke xvi : 19-31.
THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS.

Goupkx TEXT:—The wicked i driven away in
Ais wickedness : but the riphteous hath hopein his
death.~Proveths l4: 32

This parable, like that of the Prodigal Son, is
spoken with immedinte reference to the Pharisees.
Beiog {* covetous” (v. 14) they ‘‘dorided” the
Lord’s teachings in tbo parable of the Unjust Sto-
wurd. Notwithstanding their asceticism they loved
the ** world” not lers than the lusurious Sadducees:
““Our Lord graeps the whole character of the cove-
tous .and self-seeking Phariseer, and shows & onse
in which it is carried to tho utmost by one wno
made no friends with the unrighteous msmmon.”
The issue of this oharaoter ig shewn in the world
whioch lies beyond sense. The explanation which
makes Dives (the rich man) represent the Jows,
and Lazarus the Gentiles, though embriced by
gseveral of tho Fathers and some recent expesitors,
oacnot be cansistently and naturally carried out
Nor, :gaiu, does Dives stand for Herod and Luzarus
for John ; though many of the particalars are tyl-
filled in them. The rich man possesses all that de-
lights the geuses, and cares for nothing else. His
motto i8 ** let us eat and drink for, &o.” Heis not
acoused of fligrant crimes ; but it s utterly false to
83y that he was condemned sunply for his wenlth
and Luzarus saved sunply for his peverty.

, Liuzurus+{Eleazer,) weans **the help of God,”
“Laid " or fluag by those who last cired fur bim at
Dives’ t#ato, nothing cin be mare deplorable t»
gense than the con-lition of this uleerated, famish-
ing beggar. Thoe only sympathy shewn himis by
t1e dogs—:uch as waander through the streets of an
o:stern city. Pa. w: 16, But death, to the one
a4d the otber, much_changes the scene. Laizarus,
1a weroy irst taken, is carried by augels (ree Mart
In: tu. Heb. L: 14, Pg, 91: 12) i.to ** Abrahom s
bosom ' : ag the Jews called the Aappy side of
Hades or the unseen world. For this gm piety,
matared throuch suffering, had prepared him
Dives is ‘‘buricd’—buried in splendour; but in
““hell ™ (Hades) ho begins to resp the truit of a
life of purely scnsual indulgence. He i in “tor-
ments’’ ; for though the fianl ju lement is future,
setribution in measure, has begun. He implores
that Lazras may be seat to bring him the slixbtest
alleviation of hiz sorrow. Abrabam calling him
*on " {would that he bad beea & son of God) re-
plies with a enlinness that is torcible, that, on tiwo
grouns, his request could not be granted. (1) He
and Lazaras—in thostate now past and in that
ontered apon—wore both doalt with according to
the just nod righteous government of God. (“Thy
good things ’—what thou didst choose as good.) (2)
Bydivine decree ‘and thereforo righteous{y) the
separation of the classes now made i8 permaaent.
**A yawning chasm too decp to be filled up or
hridged over *’ devides the saved from the unsaved

wh has gona to Atz own place : litais zatberod
W like for evermore.,

housh repuised for himself, he urges a request
for his “five brethren.” The way is not barrad to
that upper world ; let Lazarus be gent to ** testify
to them ~to aperk of what he has seen; and thus
ia time secure their repontanco. This anxisty for
his brethren’s good does not show that a better
mind is beginning to appear in Dives ; it is rather
#searst justifying of himeslf, aud an accusing of

od for not sufficiently waming sinners

°
weighty ronly of Abraham shews usthat faith being
a moral ant " cannot be foroed by rigns and mira-
sles”  We oanuot fail to remember that when

Sother  Lassrus® did riee frem the dead the
‘harisess sought to kill him., Joln U1: 47 and 13:

10-11. The m;l)lly- however, impuxns rot the eviden

tial valge of the Xord's resurveotion, 1 Cor. 152 12-20.

November 3rd. ] A.D, 33 [Luke xvii: 11-19.
THE TEN LEPI RN,

GoLDEN TRXT.— And Jesus anmvering said : Were
therc nut ten cleansed? but where ure the nine f—
Verse 17.

The Lord ie pow most probably wakirg His last
journey to Jeruealem. He ir passirg **1brovgh the
midst of " (rather ** paesing between”’) Samaria and
tiali ce. On ontering & vi luge 11e is met by ten men
afflicted by a diseare—in its lurt stages very dresd-
ful—whioh has much prevailed in the East—leproey.
This direace, 2ating into the #y+tem until the poor
subject of it is little else than a Yiving eejulctre, is
a striking typo of tin. _Jtis certairly in feriptare
so regarded, and hence the significance of Chriet’s 8o
often healing it. For the full account of leprosy and
the levitical regulations reparding it, tee Lev. oba.
13and 14; Num.5;¢-4; Luke 5:12-16: Matt.8:2,
As unclean, lepers must remain at a distsnoe from
tho untainted; berce they stand ‘‘afar off.”
Though secluded, some knowledve of the great
Healer bad roached them ; and though they knew
Him not as Vossinh, (thoy cull Ilim * Master * not
*Lord,” regarding Him dombtless as a prophet), they
belicve that Ie 0 tn make them oiean, TLe Lord
will “*hnve meroy on them ;" hut {4 dosr not. s
on forner «ceasions. tiuch them saying “be thou
clean.”” To honour the represontarives of the theo-
cracy: to secure officiat decliration of thoir clean-
sing ; but more to tost their fuith and sratitude 'the
souel shows thie.) he sends them to tho priests,
vheir misery bas brought Jew and <amarit«n to-
gether, and they &o in co vp s to “shew’’ them-
re'vey, The !ealing virtue tikes effect whi'e
they are on the way : they know that they areouve i,
Wy cinnot tell at shat disttnce the neienssr priosis
werc, but one of the teq waits not o comp'ete the
journey Full of gratitute anl love he h stens hack
to renier “elory’' to tiad and **thanks” to hig
¢rest benefactor. Theother cpe safterthe priestly
de~lirition would raturn to their vomss—very l«d
no doubt ; but wdeeper love loads this ons bick to
his detivarer. He fills at the feet of thit ~*Master”
who will soon teach him that He s mora thun a
prophet—even the <on of the tichest. And this
mn whese devotion and ereritufo single him out,
18 not a Jew ~not of them to wiom ** pertrin d the
adopt on,the g'ory, the covenants, te "'( tom. 9:4,5):
ho isndespised " Samaritin ** () '<zrace has not
respected naticaat limits and prejudices.

Inreply to h i thanksgivings, the Savioar utters
hoth 2 complat tand an eulugy. Acomplinr  for
fle sorrowfully enuuires where were thenine whohad
not returned? How defective their ¢ratitude to
Gnd when they coma not to thank him who, evenin
theirown view, wasthe mediumof theircurel Ard
yot they, perbaps all of them, were Jews. The first
are iast and the last first. A eulogu; for tnis
** atranger "’ {** foroigner .’’) See 2 Kings 17; 21 )
ir touched with eratitude and gives glory to Qod, if
the Jew does not. He is one of those who shall sit
down with the children in the Kingdom, toh. 142
28, Matt. 8: 11,) With peouliar pleasure, we may
be sure He who spake the parable of the Good
Samaritan recognizos true pietyin a race £o des-
pised by the self-rightoous Jews, vain of their
Abrabhamic descent, .

By the words with which the cloansed man is dis-
misged ** the benefit in hoizhtened. confirmed, sane-
tifed.” **Thy faith hath made thes whale:” this
is moro than the removal of his leprosy. Words
these often used by the Lord. See Matt.9: 22, Mk.
10 : 55 ch. 7: 50 and 18 ; 37, How precious a gift is
faith | Some measurs 'of it was required of the
suhjeots of miraculous caro ; hut through it, wholly
goxg‘ea the salvation of the soul. Rom. 3: 28 ; Eph.



