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THE CHURCH 'TIMES.

Oh, Chridian parent! be contistont, Lo judiciqus, bo
heerful. I as historians inform us, *no wnile uver
played’ on the lips of Josus of Nazareth, surely no
1roen marred the beauty of that holy brote.

Dear roader, trueroligion is notygloomy. * Her ways
are veays of pleasantness, her patha ore peace’ No
man, uo woman, bas charts or compass, or guiding star
without it.

Religion fsnot a siuble.  Elso why, when our house-
hold gods are shivered, do our tearful eycs seok only |
Heaven ?

Why, whoa disoaso lays its wron grasp on bounding
life, doosthe atartled soul xo carnestly, so imyoringly, .
«all on its forgotten Saviour ?

Al ! the houso * buile upon the sand” may do for |
sunpy weather, but when billows roll, and tempests
hlow, and lightnings tlash, and thunders roar, tce need |
thr ¢ Rock of Ages’ . Faxsy Fens.

A gentleman of some fifty years of age, who was
born and bad lived on tho lsland of Nantucket during
all his fife, felt a desiro o fuw days since, fo visit tho |
maia tand, ‘Laking, therefure, tha steamertor Boston,
he argived thero in safuty on the 18th inst., and for the
nrst time in his life set his feot on the continent. !

Tho Lowell Journal says that Br. John J. Nuree, of |
Andover, weighed last fall 388 pounds, amd is but
tourty-four yearsold. At tho agoe of twerty-one he
weighed hut 140 pobuds.  The lato Stephen Tolt, of !
New Yorlk, weighed 306 poundss *Ilon. Myron Law- |
rence, 345 pounds, and there ts a Dr. Brown now |
living at Springfleld, who weigls 360, l

*Tho Literary Guzette says that the musical performiors
who receive brooches and rings from tho Czar are able, ‘
sithout any unpropriety, to turn_ them into woney-
his Majesty having instituled in his bouschold an officer
whose special duty it is to buy back, at the full price, all
‘Lic presents bo offers  ‘Thus “in Russia there aro
.ertain  ringe, brooches, bracelets, and snufl-boxes,
which have been given away tumes withont numbor.” |

Fon 11 CavstaL PaLack.—Alys, Beag, tho sister
of Burns. now living at Ayr, in Scotland, atthe ad-
vanced age of 52, hassent a ** plain pair_of white
lambs-rwool socks, man‘s size, and ribbed to the heels” |
wrousht by herelf for the porpose, to the exhibitivn
in New York, throughthe cditor of the New York 4
Herald.

Of the one thousand men who formed iy New
York regiment in the Mexican war, only suxiy are now
ahve, and but forty are able to carn their living
Fhis is a sad commentary on war

Pubvlic Emprovement.

TIHE SHUBENACADIE CANAL.
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| more crowded population. A proper consideration of

+ awempted at a large outlay, to realize someathing over

—

no real difliculty in establishing & useful water com-
munication through o series of Lokes of considerablo
depth, with nio portages, the channels of communicn-
tion between which, are rarely if ovor dry. Nor in.
deed would the work lave encountercd any obatacl-,
find not tho ideas of its projectors been ontirely too
largo for tho naturo of the traflic which must bave an.
sued for a long timo tocome.  Supposing indeed that
this imporiantwork had been completed upon the sealy
originally intended, it 1s doubtful whother the expen-
ges of its manngument duriug sammer, and in winter,
when tho' ureless, a siafl’ must aeeds be retained who
understewd their duty in the business season, would
not bave nearly absorbed all the profits.  Our country
hasalways been famous for this epecies of inflation. The
conceptions of publiv utility have generally been core
sect, but have as generally been marred by an execu-
tion, which our means were not ablo to sustain, Of
the dimensions of the frop, we have too often cndea-
vourcd to assume the capacity of the ox. What won.
der then, i ‘e attempt should frequentiy end in a
gascous explosion, that has made us the subjects of ri-
dicute und the victims of folly.

The history of the country, however, proves, that
few or no enterprises caleulated upon tho sirfet appli-
cation of its resources, have failed of success. Hut
the Shubenacadic Canal been thus dealt with, it would
no doubt have now been in successful operation, It
can niever subservo more than a mere home and inter-
Provincial traflic, devcloping itself more largely us
tho country colarges its eapability of inaintaining a

tlus would have kept the enthusiastic inflation within
bounds, and a very different lesson would have been
learnt in the present day from the experience of the
past. But the Shubenacadic Canal is not to be des-
pised as an auxiliary to Provincial prosperity. There
11 an clasticity about its advantages that will not suf-
fer 1t 10 dic out of public recollection, and itisso far
onto completion, that those who embark their'means
in st now, will bave the benefit of the expenditure
which has already been made. If it was folly which

and above what tho resources of the country warrant-
ed, bow much greater would the folly be to relinguish
the undertaking, until time shall tumbla all tha avail-
able improvemients (valued at £40,000) into ruinous
Leaps. -

The effort making to call altention to the completion

Ponric improvemept s an indication of public
prosperity.  Wihen the antetlect and Jabour of commuu- ‘ of the Shuvenacadie Canal, upon a scale commensu-
nities are engaged in its active prosecution, there can | rate with the wants of the conntry, is bighly praise- !
he no fear of their onward progress. We bave exam- | worthy. An Act to Incorporate an Inland Navigation
ples all around us of the rapid strides to wealth and = Cpmpany has passed the Legislature, and many per-
ssveatness which are its result ; and if Nova Scotia would | sons have pngzaged in the enterprise, upon the Report
not provea laggard in the march, it is full time that | of Charles Fairbanks, Esq. of the probable cost, and
her people should do sowething more than talk overits | che profit that way reasonably be expected.  Accord:

necessity.

Thore is one Provincial undertaking conducive to
that end, which commenced in our midst under favor-
able auspices, painfully illustrates the vanity of human
expectations, The Shubenacadie Canal is here allud-
vd to.. Who does not recollect the anticipations of |
wealth and prosperity which were to accrue 1o Halifax
and the country gencrolly from its completion. Nova
Scotia throughont its length and breadih, was favora-
bly impressed with the undertaking, By ashort cut,
the navigation of the Bay of Fundy was to be recured
10 us agamst competition—the marketablo productions
«f ita shores and rivers—its agriculture, it fisheries,
1ts minerals,—would find not only a constant consump-
tion at Halifax, but an outlet to other markets as pro-
sitable. The benefit was nowise donbtful, and svas all
but grasped when the work was undertaken.  Well,
what was true of the Shubenacadie Canal atits incep-
1100, i6 more so now ; and its necessity is becoming
also move spparent.  Yet it 1v a fact not creditable
either to tho pnblic spint of Nova Scota, or its patri-
otism; that afier a large expendrture of capital, and
when a comperatively small sum in addition, wounld
Liave finished the work, at lea«t upon a litmted scale
and tested its capability, it was suspended.  The
1icans became exhausted, the enthusiasm in its fasour

i ing to this Gentleman, the sum of twelve thousand

 Jarge tract of Agricultural country of the first order,

i Scotia, can be seriously entertained. Ilalifax would

ehied with them—and s abamslonment, because the
public were tired of therr habbs . has ever rince made
128 consiruction to be regartled av an act of folly.

It were idle now o rpeculate upon the causes which
1~d to a rovulsion of feelmg so complete. * IHope de- )
ferred,” it is saul apon the bew authonty,  maketh
the heart sick” ; and it snay alwo be safely predicated
f all'works whose expenditure {argely exceeds their
estimate, Jhatthe constant demard for means to carry
them on, cannot long boa chevrfully acquicszed .
‘The Shubenacadie Caual, is, lonever, a work quite
feasible,-even to tho unprantiscd eye. Thete can be

pounds would make the Canal an eflicient public work.
‘Tho Act provides that assoon as the sum of £10,000
is subscribed, and £1000 paid, the Company may
commence operations. .

This is a small sum to ventuie ypon a work which
promises to be of such public utility, and in which the
interasts of the Capital, and the best interests of a

are concerned. Nor need any rivalry be feared with
the Railroad, to which the Canal would rather be aux-
wary. Railroads as such cannot compete with Canals
in the busincss of Freights, asis well ascertained ; and
if, as Mr. Fairbanks® Report intimates, the passage by
the Canal 1o St. John can be made in two dzys, and
the country of the Bay of Fundy, from Annapolis, Am-
herst and Parrsboro’, with its coal and other natural
productions, finds an outlet in the harbour of Ifalifax,
it may casily be conceived that no strong apprehen-
sions of a St. John rivalry with the capital of Nova

at least divide with St John the trade in lumber,
deals, &c. of the Bay of Fundy, whick forms a consi-
derable item in the business of the latter, and of which
ghe Is now almost exclusively the market.

With an estimated expenditure of less than, twelve
thousand pounds, and purchases from Govetnment fo
the additional atnount of £35000, it is assumed in Mr.
Fairbanks' Report, upon what appears suflicient data,
that in five years the Canal would prodoce a Hevenue
of £15,090 per annum ; abd if as is further assumed,
the expensts of manapemeht dmounted to £5000more,
the investment would yet bear a large reduction in
revenue, and siill be ono of the most piofitable that
Nova Sconans have cver made of their surplus eapi-
tal, leaving out of view every consideration of a patri-
ofic nature. Lol hope that the yéar 1853 will not
paw away without our meh of capital; and tho mer-

cantilo interest of Novw Scolin, and all who seck the
prosperity 8f tho country, enteriy upon this under.
taking with a dotermination to make it a valuablo
tuxiliary to the developement of Provincial industry
and weatth, w. a.

@le Churey Ginnes.
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THE ERCERNIA.

AcconpiNg to announcement this eelobration tooks
place at King's College, Windsor, on tho 22nd instant,
‘There was a sinallor moeting of Alumni tban usual, and
no mcoting at all of the Governorsof the College. On
‘Tuesday the Trustees of tho William Cogswell Scholar-
ship met in the Library, and after a long and thorougls
oxamimation, adjudged it to Mr. Randall of Antigonish,
at the same time passidg a high and well merited oulo-
gium ‘on Wil competitor, Mr. Crisp of . T, Ialand.’

On Wednesday at ten o'clock, the Incorporated Al-
umni met inthe Library, A.M. Uniacke, Eeq. V. P in
the Chair, ;and continued in tho despateh of various
business vntil tho Lell summoncd them to the Hall to
witness the Encamia.  The Pregidentas usuat deliver-
cd a commemorative Address, not inferior in classic
eleaanco of style, and ricliness of matter, to any that
wo had proviously heard. It is to bo hoped that lio .
will respond to the voto of thanks and the request of
the Alumni, by allowing at least some portions of it
to appear in print.  As wo remarked on a former oc-
casion, it now becomes a doty on the part of the pro-
minent oflficers of tho Institution, to come out of the
¢+ shades” and lct the public hear the sounds of their
voices. It was remarked by a talented and accorm-
plished Alumnus, who, tho’ not a Churchman, is warm-
Iy attachied to the College, that if these uxcelient effu-
sions from the polished pen of the Reverend President
could be heard or read by the community at large, the
effect would be, to awaken a far deeper intorest in the
Institution than is naw felt, and to dispel mapy exist-
ing prejudices asainst it. At tho conclasion of the
Oration soveral exercises were delivered in the Hall.
Mr. Savary recited a Latin Poem on tho death of the
Duko of Wellington, which tack Mfr. Justice Bliss's
prize. Thke Bishop's prize was adjudged to Br. Wig-
gins, son of Rov. Dr. Wiggins of N. B,, who deliver-
ed a very good cssay on the advantages of a liberal
Education. Tho Hebrew Prize was token by AMr.
Honsley.

The Rev. Mr. Leaver read an  English cssay as an
exercise for his degree of A. 3L Tho Revr. ¥r. Matu-
rin, B. A, of Trinity Coll. Dublin, alto read s Latin
cssay, on Leing admatted, first, ad eundem, and then
M. A. of this University. Several other degrees were
then confersed, the usual official announcement of
which we presume will bo seat us. We understand
that three young gentlemen from the Halifax Gram.
mar School, and three from the Collepiate Academy.
at Windsor, have been matriculated, while aix of the
undergraduntes have passed their examinations for
the degree of B. A.

ARer the conclusion of the exercises in the Hall,
shere there wasa goodly array of Ladies, but a very
thin sprinkling of the other sort, the company were
politely invited by the President and Mrs, eCawley
to their apzriments, where an elegant and sub.
stantial collation was provided, which-secemed to be a
subject aite as well underetood as the classical repast
just unished in the other end of the Building.

Thus refreshed, the Alumni met agdin (some mise
iny) in the Library, and did not conclude their busi-
ness untiknear 6o'clock. A. M. Uniacke, Feq. was
elected Presulent of the Assochation for the ensuing
vear, and De. Almon, 8. L. Shannon, and Ilenry
Pryor, Lsqrs. as members of the Exec. Committee,
mn place of those who go otit aceording to the Rule.

Tho Report of proccedings for tho past year was
ordercd to bs printed, and wo presume will sdon be in
the hands of members. The Alumni prize for the
best general Scholar, £10, was taken by Mr. Savary,
and that for general good conduct of £5, by Mr
Hensley,of P. E. 1. That for Mathematics of £3, by
Mr. Norman Uniacko, and that of the same sum for the
best modern linguist, by Mr. Crisp.

Upon the whole, the occasion hasbeen one of miutch
interest to all who takoan interest in their Church and
College, and thosa who were absent have lost a rich
and varied treat.  The beauties of Windsor were ne-
ver more besatiful, and Fe question if from any Col
lego in tho old worldor tho new, a8 more engaging
prospect. cen be found than that whick is heve apiread
before tho beholder, especially if bo serambles #pto



