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SOCIETY PRO.CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE.

Drormigr, 1852, .
The Ven. Arcubeacos RonixsoN in tho Chair.

Arten tho reading of soveral communications from
the Bishops of Calcutts, Colombo, Montreal, Alol.
bourne, &c., And the voting of soveral grants in md. of
objecta specified and recommended by thelr.l'.ordllups.
the Standing Commiltog called tho attention of the
Board tothe case of Piteairn’s Island and its iubabi-
tants.

‘I'so following particulars, in tho form of an Address
feom tho Committco of the Diteairn®s Istand Fund, were
brought under the notice of the Board :--

o The ovontful history of the * Bounty, which led

io tho occupation of Pitcaicn’s Island by part of the
mutineers, vith some meon and womon of 'Taliiti, in
1789, is well known. Afier a fow years spent in vio-
lenco and unbridled licence, the Talitian men, and
saren of the ning mutineers, including Flotcher Chris-
tian, the leadorof tho muliny, came to an untimely
end : ongof the remaiuing two died of consunmiption ;
and within ten years of their landing, John Adains re-
mained tho single survivor of the men who had taken
posscssion of the Istand. This remarkablo man beeamne
ympressed with the solenin responsil-lity of his position,
whea he found himsell surrounded with a number of
young persons, ali children of the mutincers, botween
the nges of five and fiteen, ignorant of God, aud like-
Iy, under the influence of their Tahitian wmothers, to
become idolators. About the same time ho bathought
bun of tue Bible, which had been much used by Chris-
tian, and also by Young in hislast illnese. On finding
this, as well as a Prayer Book, which had also been
saved from the ¢ Bounty,” lio set himself to read their
contents, whick at firet k3 was scarcely able to do from
his imperfect scholarship.  Still ke persevered, so that
ho was shortly able to instruct the young people to read
and ho Lecame so impressed and imbued with the
Gospel lessons of salvation, that hie undertook the regu-
Tar religious instruction of the inbabitants. From this
time peace aud contentient pervaded this small Chris:
tian commanity. Early in 1529 John Adams died, at
the 20e of sixty-five years.

« Five montbs before his death, a young man, moved
with a desire of assisting him in his work, arrived at
the jsland, and being kindly received by the inbabitants
was, immediately on-the death of Adams, appointed to
the office of sthoolmaster and pastor. In these capa-
cities, aswell as that of their medical adviser, Mr.
Nobbs, lias Mlntost unintermittedly continued ever since
among them.  Duringthat period,now between twenty-
four and twenty-five years, saveral ships have visitud the
Tstand ; and the accounts brought back by the visitors
of the singular innocence and simplicity of manners
that prevail among the inhabitants, have from tiwe to
time excited great interest in the public wind.

 In tho month of August last, Admiral Moresby,
Cémmander-in-chief in the DPacific, visited Piteairn ;
and he hagstrongly confirmed, in his despatches, all the
favourable accounts previously received of its inhabi-
tants. Incompliance with their wisbes, he received Mr.
Nobbs on board the Portland, and prosided him with
<n immediate passage to Enzland, with the view {o the
«lfitment of their long cherished desire of having a re-
gularly ordained pastor in the island.

« Undcs the authority of the Biskop of London, My,
Nobbs was admitted to Deacon'’s Orders by the Bishop
nf Sierra Leone on the 24th of October, 1852.  1le ye-
wgived Priests Orders at the hands of the Lord Bishop
of London on the 30th of Novembher, and hopes toleave
England for Valparaizo, on his way to Pitcairn’s Island,.
abayut the middle of Decomber.

«The Society for the Propagation of the Gaspel, hias
placed Me. Nobbs onits Jist of missionaries, with a
xalary of 3¢1. por annum.

«‘Fhe very scanty. resourees of Piteairn’s Island, con-
taming a popuiation of one hundred and saventy per-
s.ng, within-a gircuit of four miles and & half, with
hmited extent ynd imperfeet nreans of cultivation, and
the great need that exists of many articles of daily use,
which they cannat at presest obtain, induced somgp
fziends of fr. Nobbs, and ol this interesting community
» the Tecommendation of Adsairal Moresby, te raise a
Sl of moderate amount for e passage and outhe of
Mr. Nobbs, and for the supply of such things -as are
st prassingly required hy the inhabitants, Labour.
ers’ and carpenters’ toolg, a proper bell for the small
wnaden church, commanion plate, medicines, two ar
three clocks, besides clothing of various sorts; some
~imple articJes of household furniture, and cooking u-
tengils, tozether with stores of provisions, are imme-

Uiately needed , and further supplies of these are like-
ly 1o bo required for some yoars to como.

“ It may bo right (o add, that tho Admiral has most
liberally followed up bis recommendation Ly offering
£100 to tho fund that inay bo raised for the above pur-
pom'"

It was agrocd that £100 be granted towards the Dit-
cairn’s Island Fund.

In communicating to Mr, Nobb3 this unanimous vote
of the Board, the Chiairman expressed to him the warm
intorest felt liy tho Socioty, and by members of the
Church generally, {it the spiritual welfara of tho inbne
bitants of Pitcairn, IIo had notized with much satise
faction the friondly reception given to thoir pastor in
tbis country ; and now that ho was about to revisit them
as & clergyman, in Priasts’ Orders, ho wished him a
safe and lappy return, '

Sir Thos. . Acland, Bart,, M. P, #fter expressing
his entire concurrenyd in the part taken by Adwira
Moreshy, as detailed in the staterient laid before tho
Board, observed that it was important to huve thy tes.
timony of the Rov. V. Ilolman, who has been left at
Ditcairn during the temporary absence of Mr. Nobbs,
‘The following cxtraet from a letter addressed by MMr.
Holman to his tathor, Captain Holwan, in Devonshire,
was read to tho meeting :~—

* Tho accounts af the virtua and pioty of these peo-
plo arc by o neans exaggerated. 1 have no donbt
they are the most 1¢ligious and virtuous community in
the world ; and during the month I have boen here,
1 have seen nothing approaching a quarrel, but porfeet
prace and good will aongst all.” .

The Rev. G.II. Nobbls acknowledged the Socicty's
grant which had just been voted, ns well as grants of
Bibles, Prayer Books, and Books and Tracts sent out
on former oceasions for the bonefit of his fellow-ialand-
ers. ‘Theso ad proved most ussful aud acceptable—~
I1c had been moro than once youn: the world : and in
various places, at Valparaiso, Panama, the West In-
dius, and other parts, he had wet with books bearing
the Sovicty's stamp. and found them much esteemod-

A lotter was read from the Lord Bishopof londons
regretting that.an important engagemont had prevent-
ed his being present at the mecting,

Several letters of acknowledgment, &, were Inid be-
fore the Mecting. Some grauts, toa very considera-
Llo amount, were made in aid of Sthools, Lending
Libraries, &e.

Donations to the amount of £232 1s.5d., and Lema-
cies to the amount of £275 were announced. Twenty
six new Members wero clected.

SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE
GOSPEL IN FOREIGN PARTS.
79, Pall Mall, D.c. 11,1852,

Tne Society has recently received a letter from the
Bishap of Newfoandiand, dated Nov. 171h, from which
the following exfract is taken :—

1 do not know how fo be sufficiently thankfu] to
the Committee of the vencerable Socicty for the late
valuable and seasonable supply of the most necdful and
mwost needed of all commoditics (far beyond gold dust,
ar gold coin), good men, as T trust, and true; ready
and able, with Gods grace and Vlessing, to do the
work of rissionarics.

 The good ship ¢ Qneen’ arvived with her precious
freight, sound and safe, two days after T lyst wrote,
and, as far as [ may venture to speal: upon a fortnight's
acquaintance, Mesers, Croueh nnd Phelpa are most
exactly suitable for the places I intended them for.—
Tam greatly pleased with the training Mr. Phelps has
received at St. Angustine’s, ar T propose o profit by
it, and retain Lim as Yice-Principal in my little col-
lege, with the Socicty’sapprobation.

¢ The c¢nsuing Ordination will leave two wacancies
in the College, which I =hall e glad to have filled up.
It scems to me very strauge that there should be'so
much difliculty in findin men willing to be fed, body
and mind, on the Soviety’s bonnty ; and to be prepar-
ed o casily and pleasantly for the work of the sacred

ministry.  Ttis a great deligit 1o me to have the little,

establishment full, as at present, and with promising
men.  You are aware, I believe, that I am still resid-
ing in college as Pro-Vice-Principal. and very plea-
sant the lifeistome 3 and I am réally sorry 1o thin
the already and always thin raska. Twish instead of
seven students, we had always seventeen, or seventy
in residence.”

It iy 0 a Christian considetation onc of God's
greatest meriies, that this world is full of (roubles : for
if we so imuich ¢ourt her now ehe is fou), what would
we do if she were heaatiful 2 I we fake cach:pains

Fouth’s Bepartment.
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THE FIRST BABY.

et

My old schioolfellow, Mary ‘Lhornley, had boen mars
riod nearly two years, whon 1 nade my first call on;hee
in her capacity of n mothor,

* Did you over sco such a darling ?' sho exolaimed,
tosting tha infant up and down in her arme, ! There,
baby, that's ma's old friend, Jane. o knows you al.
ready, Ideclare,” said tho delighted parent, ad it amil
ed at a bright ring which § held up to it. ¢ You nevex
saw sucha quick child. Ile follows mawith his eyes
all about the room. Notice what pretty little feet ho
has, tho darling footay-tootsies ;* and taking both faut
in ono band, the mother fondly kissed them.

* It cortainly is very pretty,’ salil 1, trying to bo po-
Tite, though 1 could not perecivo that the infant was
more boautiful than a dozen others I bhad scen., ¢ Iv
has your eyes exactly, Mary.!

* Yas, and da.da’s month and chin,’ said my friond,
apostrophising the cbild, “lasy't it, precious?* And
sha almosy smothered it with kisses. ,

As I walked slowly hotneward, Isaid to myself, * 1
wonder if, when I marry, Ishall ovor bo so 1oolish.—
Mary used to bo a yensiblo girl? Ty o fortnight altor-
wards Icailed on my friend again,

 1low baby jrrowz, she said ; * don’t.you sceit? I
nover know a child grow #o fast. Grandmn! says it’s
the healthiest child rhe ever know.!

Lo mo it sceined that the babe had not grown an
inch 5 and to avoid the contradiction, 1 changesttha
theme.  But, in u moment the doting suother was back
1o licr infant again. )

*1 do belivve it’s beginning to cut its tecth,’ she
said, putting ber finger into the little onc’s mouth.
¢ Just fecl how hard tho sum js there. Surely that's
a tooth coming through. Grandmother will bé Lero
to-day, and I't 2=k her if it jsu't so.’ 4

I laughed, as I replics, ¢ I am endincly ignorant of
such matters ; but.your child really scems a very fine
one.

tOh! yes; cvery body says that. Pretty pretty
dear I And sho tossed it up and down, till I thought
ths child would have been shaken to pieces ; but the
little creature scemed to iike the process very much,
*1sit crowing at its mother ? Tvs laughing is it ?
Tiny, uiny, little dear. What a swoet precious itis I
And she finished by alinost devouring it with kisses,

When I next called, t¢ aby was still further ad-
vanced. ’

¢ Ounlv thiak, said auy friend, when I had made iy
way 0 the nursery, where sho now kept herself from’
wmeening till night, * babv begins to ¢at. Igave it a
piece of meat to-day—a bit of real baoiled beefstesk.

¢ What ! said' I, in my ignorance, for this did look
wonderful, ¢ the child cating beefiteak alcoady 2°

¢ Oh, laughed my friend, sceing my mistake, ¢ what
a sad dunce you are Jane! DBut wait tijl you have ba-
bies of your own.  She says you cat bcefstgak. darl-
i, added the proud mother nddressing by infant,
when you only suck the juice. You dont want to
choke yourself, do you, baby 2 Eat a beefsfeak ! Tty |
funny, baby, isn’t it? And again the laughed—
laughing all tlic more Lecause the child sympatherically
crowed in return. .

1t was not wany weeks before tko long-expeeted
teeth really appeared.

+ Jane, Jane, baby has three teeth ! trivpphantly
crivd the mother, as I entered the nursery. ¢ Three
tecth, and he's only nine montls old! Did you ever
hear of the like ¥

I confesscd that I had.not. The whole thing, in
fact, was out of my range of knowledge. T knew al)
about Dante in the original, and a dozen other fine
lady accomplisbments ; but noﬂxing about Labies tceth-
m;_.'.
* Just look-at the likle poarls I exclaimed day friend,
nswhe opened the child’s mouth. ¢ Atk they ol hrau
tiful 7 Yon never saw anything’ vo preify—confess
that you never did. - Precious dasling, continued the
mother, rapturaugly bugging and. kissing the-¢hild,
¢ it is worth its weight in gold ¥ e T
 But the crowning mitdcle bf all wos when' Baby
began to walk. Its Learning to cpeep bad ‘been duly
heralded by me.  $9 abo had its being able to stand a~
lonu ; though this ucant, I found, standing With the
suppart of a chair.  But when it really walked alone,
the important fact ¥ras announced to me in 2 nple, for
my wood frieztl conld not wajt i1 X called. e

V Stand there she aid to me, in.an exulting voicey
t No, stoop, I mean  how can.you -bessoatépid ¥*  Anil
as I obieyed, she took her station about a-yard ¥, hold-

to gather thorus aod thistles,what would wo do for figs | ing the Jittle one by cithor arm, ' Noy, see him,’ she,

and grapes ?”

eried, azhie todled fowardsme, and fnally succeeded



