
THE 'MARÎTIME PRESBYTERIAN.23

ASSOCIATIONS.

BY MIENNIR il. I{ENKv.

Momory is indihssolubly connected with
the 1law of association. Our thouglits do
not succeO(l eaclî other at randoni, de-
aultory and uncounected as tlîcy :ýome,
tiriies becnx. They nie closely related-
and if we lay hold of one link we can
gain possessioni of the Nwhole chaiti of
thougb t.

Not ouly mental tiiige can caîl up
the past by this wondei-ful law of asso-
ciation, but external objects also, poess
this power in a hi gh degmec. A past ex-
perienco that bas been well ni ghfrgot-
ton cau instantly ho revived if Wo lcorne
into contact witlî any thing associated
with that experience.

It is this pzwer of association that
makes home a sacred place. The young
spirit bas exhaled the fragrance of its
own joy there, and liko the faint sweet
tins that clinga to sorne old, long since
exhauqted phial of oriental perfumne, it
eau nover pass away. The very air was
hallowed with moeries of tender words
that niouldcd it into music, and the very
aunshine is made bighter by the glory of
childhood's sunny days.

But it was not merely for the sake of
xivifyîng our feelings of pain and pleas-
uire that we are endowed with this strango
pcwer of association. God lias, ordained
that it shall oftentimes hecome a means
of awakcning conscience that would
otherwise have slumbemed.

George McDonald, in his story of
"Robert Falconem,'"relates a weIl- authen-
ticated incident ef a noterions conviet in
an English colony having been led te me-
forin i s ways through going one day in
to a church where the niatting in the
aisle was the saine pattern as that in the
littie church wheme ho liad worshipped
with bis mother when a boy.

A strangze thing te effeet sucb a change,
perhaps. you tbink. Yes, but lot us
trace tho backward course of his thuxu A-ts
as the sight of the matting mecalle bis
earhiest associations.

lie was again an innocent, pure.heart-
ed boy, sittin >beside his rnother in the
littie village c urch. Throngh the open
window ho caugbt glimpses of the blue
sky with white clouds scu dding across it,
and the waving armna of thte green troos ;
he caught again the faint, subtle odor of
the sprig of lavender his mother always
carried ; ho beard the sweet, familiar
hynins, and during the sermon, which
perhaps vas a little beyond the full corn-
prebenaion of bis childish mid, ho

studied thc intricacies of tho pattern ix>
the matting that covered the aisie. Then
lie rocallod that rîwther's loving prayerg
with and for hini ; lier earnest pleadings
roturned to himu as if she even now sitood
beside hirn, and wvhispered thern in big
car with the lips that (leath had long
since set bis seal upon. i\l this had the
farniliar pattern of the matting bî-cught
back to bum, and cati we wonder that ho
Io gd to return to the iîînocency of his
boyh1ood a.nd p ut away freîin in the
sin-stained lifo ho was îzow leading.

Day by day we are forrning new asgo-
ciations-assoeîiatiousi that will link (mr
preE.ent teo ur future by a ehain that ean-
mot be severed. What are these associ-
ations to hco? Are thuy to bring sorrow
or joy ini the days that are to corne
ErM Day8.

WORK AMONO ITALIAN SOLDIERS.

-Spoaking of the work coîîducted by
S iuor Cappellini, ainoug italian soldiers,
the London Christian says : -We have
received a further sitatement prepared by
a lately appointed corumittee, the Eng-
lisb representativea are admirai Fish-
boumne and Mr. J. E. Nlatheison, of Mild-
may. It is eamnestly desired to provide
a suitable, building fur the purpose of
Signor Cappetlini's \Military churelh. In
aupporting an appoal on this behialf the

Comittee say : During thirteen years of
uumomitting and zealous labor by the
evangze1it, more than 1 ,000 soldiers have
left tÏie Churcli of Rome, and have been
admitted as mnembers of the Evangolical
Military chumch. Yet this fact, imnper-
tant as it in, only i epresents a part of the
work wnich has been accornplisled. and
of its far.roaching influence. 'n'en Sie-
nor Cappelxini reaches to a hundred
soldiers he is nia ng known the gospel
to the représentatives of a huxidmed dif-
foent tOWns and villages, who, when
their three 'yeams' terin of service has ex-
pired, return to their homes in ail part

i ftltaking thieHoly Scriptumes witli
then. Cèentresof evangelization have

t- ac'tually been originatod in soreral
localities on the inainland, as well as in
Sicily andISardinia.'

A pions Ca.lvinis§t replied to an Armin-
ian, who objected to the doctrine of the
perseverance of the sainte., and who said,
"If I bolieve that doctrine, and was sure
that I waa a converted man, I would
take zny full of sin." "huw much sin,'
replied the other, "do you think it would
take toffl a true Christian to bis own
satisfaction.
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