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lli Editor,-Ilil-healti lias prevented mue front
rtly)ivng to the article in vour issue for MIay. headed
Tlie Canadian Mlining Inistitute and the Northwest,
nitil this late date. Bht as the article contains sev-

eral inaccuracies and muis-statements. which I feel
,ire yoi will be anxiois to correct. I venture. though
tardily. to place at your disposal the facts of the
case.

Ytour contention. as I take it. is that the ries un-
der which the business of the Institute is at prsent
contducted. do iot sufficiCtI\ take into accouitt West-
cri interest; and in proof thercof \ou point out that
aI. the last anuial imneeting held in the Cit\ of Quebec.
lie West had but one representative in att ndance.

You further state that tIe Institute. during "the
eighîtecn Nears it bas becn in istence." has held, so
far as \ot1 are awarc. but ole meeting tif mienibers
in liritish Co'uibia . that intimation has lot been
given to Western mining journals in respect to the
aninal metings. nor have accottnts of the proceed-
itngs beeti liatided to the press. and. fmîally. yot coi-
p)lain that Iritish Colinibian mîetmbers of the Coin-
cil have practically io voice ii contducting the bisi-
less of the Ilstitute. that it is seldom. if ever. the
opinion of these gentilemen is sought. even n iipor-
tant natters. and that only ieibers of tIhe cotuncil
present at its meetings are allowed to vote. Ihus
you. perlhaps. perlitnently etough, in the belief that
vouîr stateients are correct. ask: "What practical
henefit does the Province derive from having 70 or
8O of its minintg and sielîting men ietilibers of the
Canadian Mining Itnistitte. and whbat use lias tIhe in-
stitute for the Province other than as a contributor
to its reveiiues?" At the sanie time voit miîiglit cuµm!lv
as weil have put the sane enquiry concerning any
half dozcn otier teclnical organisations with a liri-
tisi Columbian mîenbership.

Now. sir. if I iar call vour attention to the char-
ter under whicl the Institute vas iicorporatcd by
.\ct of Parlianient, vou will observe that the objects
for whiclh the socictv was organlised, are fourfold,
and that the holding oi iectiigs is explained as be-
ing but oie mîeans bv which one of those objects.
miay be best carried itnto effect. Withoit il anv wav
desiring to discount the importance and interest to
mîemibers of the annual meeting. it iay easily be said
that inability to attend by t nica s iiplies that a
muembher thts fails to derive the full value of his an-
nual subscriptiont. le. of course. misses lthe benefit
and opportuntity of meeting lis fcllov mueibers. ei-
gaged in the sane pursuit as himîself, but on lthe
otiier iand. lie receives iti dtue course througih the
mails a report of tle Ieetimr. papers .read thereat
atnd Ie discussions thereon. and bas the opportunity
if lie so desires of expressing bis own opinions for
ublication otn any of the topics introdluced. As you

witht just pride boast. ifritisih Coltumbia is a great
contributor to the tmineral wealth of the Dominion,
but it is still the far West: just as the maritime pro-
vinces, vyhicli are aiso rich in coal and iron, are the
far East. Hence. witlhottt regard to th.e relative imti-
portance of 'the provintces as mîitneral producing areas,
but having regard to the question wlere is it possible
to get together the most representative gatlhering of
iniiing iien ? the consensus of opitnion lit past years

lias beent that thle aniua, tmeetings slotuld be ield in
onie of the large central cities of the )ominion.

Referring -you again to the charter, yoi will find
thtat the institute was incorporated in the vear tß.
and that it is not. therefore. eigitecn - ears old but
nine. Even y on, sir. hard worker thong oi be.
woitld consider lthe critic unfair. wio. doubliing \our
i-ge. computed the suin of -%otr :ndeavoutrs inadequate
u here spread o\ er the longer period. To myi personal
knotldg lte late scretar\ of the intstitute. Mr.
1). T. .\. Bell. Nisited liritish Columbia at least tiree
or four tinets itt the itnterests of Britisi Columttbian
mieibers. and a very successful iiimer itteetitur wa.
held in liritisli Columbia in 18,y. and again three
ycars later. So that instead of one neeting it cight
ecn years. there have been two meetings in les than
inue vears: while the project of hlcding a meeting in
the Province text vear. when the Iinstitute vill in all
probability have a Iritish Colimttbian president. lias
bcen iniorimally discussed for somiie tite past. b\
mtembers of itis Vear's executive. Equally ite -r-
rect is vouir assertion tait the liritishi Columbia met-
bers of tlie coutcil have tio voice in te conduct of
the business of the Tnstitite. Par. XXXII.. Sec. VI.
of our b-laws reads as follows: "At al mtîeetings of
the couicil five shall be a quorum for the transact.o
of business, and as soon as possible after caci imeet-
intg copies of the mimttes shall be sent to cadi ieit-
ber of the coutncil. Tii thte event of a majority of the
whole couicil signifvintg to lthe secretary a wisi to
reconsider anv act of a council meeting. tlis shtall be
done at lthe regilar coicil iieetin, and letter bal-
!ots shall be accepted froil suict iîemtbers as are un-
able to be prescnt. ad a mîajority of votes siall de-
cide the point at issue." 7hrt. I may add, sinice
I was tlecte( to the secretaryship of the Institute i:1
Marci, T have. acting under the instructfions of il-.
council, suibmiitted every imorant mnatter that h
ariseti. to the consideratioi of the wiole council i.
letter. atd requested a vote by letter ballot.. *

'outr complaint that notices and relorts have iot
beei sent to Western iewspapcrs is. iowevcr. iot
uureasonabile. and there is no reason wiv suci infor-
itation shoutld inot be supplied in future. Probîablh
it wasanot conîsidered nîecessary to dIo so in the past.
as all notices have been and still are, of course. sent
direct to those chieflv interestedi. natmelv. the nieni-
bers of the lnstitute. wlerever residing. It siotild
not be necessary for mIe Io add that there has been
tnO intentiontal discrimination int this respect on lthe
part of Ite Institute against lthe \estern techinical
press, vhose goodwi!l is eariestly desired.


