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THI OATMEAL BUSINESS,
A controversy has becn in progress

for some time 1n Canada in regard to

the relative amount of protection
which should be given in the customs
tanff of the Dominfon to oats and oat-
meal Ihis has found expression in

Manitoba In the dispute which has

peen walting settlement by arbitration

for several weeks as to the basis upon

«hich the duty on oatgneal coming into

wls city should be levied. Whether the

price at Chileago or point of shipment
<hould be used in figuring out the
duty Perhaps this matter Qoes not
fully exempiify the proader question
of Dominlon dutles, but it i3 o phase
of it and an Interesting phase too.
Owing to the poor crop of oats pro-
duced in Manitoba last year the oat
meal mills of the province havo not
ben-able to secure endugh of milling
quality to make it worth while to start
up and they have remained idle all
through the winter. Dealers have ac-
cordingly been obliged to look else-
where for oatmeal with the result that

Galted States millers have been called

upon to supply the msrket, their prices

een with the duty added, being less

& (han Ontarlo meal could be laid down

tor. Some Ontario meal has been
brought in, of course, but no regular
business has been done. Mills in dif-
ferent parts of the northwestern
§ sares have been shipping meal into

B ihis province with the result that the
B custome authorities have had a num-
8 ber of Qiffcrent involce prices before

them always, upon which the duty had
1 bo fgured out. At this stage the
R collector ruled that Chicago p’rlces
[ vere to be the basis upon Which oOat-
B meai duiy would be collected regard-
came
§ trom. To this the millers, through thetr
B viokers here, objected as they clatmed
E hat Chirago was not an oatmeal mar-
E ket and only one Chicago mill was
known to be shipping to Manitoba. The
k other miils doing business ‘here wero
R located at other places where prices
frequer‘ly rule much lower than at
Chicage.  Arbitration on this point
was arranged, the customs people
3 mranv Wn collecting  duty  according
1 thelr own rullng. This all happened
{ wceral weeks age and it s
aly  recently that the appoint-
xent  of  arbltrators has been
ompleted.  The twork of examining
tildlen» has not yet commenced.
What *'.r outcome will be it would not
b wise to attempt to say. It will be
1 aatis‘action to the trade in any case

THE COMMERCIAL

to know Jjust how the duty Is to be
fixed. In the meanlime consumers
have been paying morve for
thelr oatieal for several weeks hast
than they would If the old method of
collecting duty on iuvoice price had
been continued.

On the broader question of oatmeal
duties generally it does wot seem that
Canadian  millers bave been glven
qutte o falr deal so far as the relative
duties on oats and oatmeal are con-
cerned. The duty on oats 18 now 10¢
per bushel, and to that no one serious.
1y objects, but when 1t is constdered
that the duty on oatmeal IS only 20
per cent. it will be seen that theve I8 o
large discrimination In favor of the
unmanufactuied article which is a re-
versal of the usual policy of protecting
Canadian labor and industry. Under
the low oatmeal duty the American
Cereal Trust and o-hier United States
concerns have been able to come into
Canadlan markets and undersett our
millers both in Untario and Manitoba
and these were puwerless v protect
themselves. Efforts have frequently
becn made to Induce the Dominion
government to equalize, the dutles,
but  so far without success,
Tho Winnipeg board of trade has
several times asked that these duties
be cqualized, but left it for the gove
ernment to  say In what way
this should be accomplished. The re.
sult of these dlfficulties has been that
the Canadian oatmeal milling industry
is to-day almost at a standsti)l and the
United States millers have possession

of our markets.
- L S

HOLDING OUR OWN,

An edltorial article in the last {ssue
of the Nor'-West Farmer calls atten-
tion to the necessity for developing a
ttade in the commodities which they
each produce between the pralrie re-
glons of Western Canada and Britlsh
Columdbla. The writer states what isa
well known fact that much business is
now being done by the United States
in this country in fruit and produce,
which should properly be Kept at home:
and instances & shipment of 10 car-
1oads of eggs from 3 point in Iowa to
British Columbia as & case in point.
There 1s 2 good deal of truth in the
contention that there s room for
increase in the exchange of commod!-
ties ‘between the prairfe and Pacific
provinces, and the less hold we allow
the farmers of tlie United States to
secure upon the profitable markets of
British Columbfa the better it will be
for Manitoba. A lttle care in the
handling of the goods, prompter ship-
meants and closer selling, added to the
advantages of a moderately high
duty upon <verything which has to
cross the boundary to get into these
markets should ensure the people of
the west a perpetual hold upon their
own markets against all comers. It I8
suggested In the article referred to
that some govcrnmentnl scheme of
gathering esgs and other perishabie
pruducts be established so that they
could be placed in the hands of con-
sumers quicker than at present. This
{s really one of the difficulties of the
prosent In regard to Manioba pro-
duce and the B, C. market. The goods
are held by producers and  coubiry
storekeepers so long that they prace
tically become unsaleable before they
et to the consumer. IL the produce
men herc have learned anything from
the past with regard to this trade it
13 that British Columbin will not buy
anything but cholce, fresh goods, and
for such top prices can always be ob-
tained. The probvlemis to set the goods
there in that condition. If «hey can
be 1aid down ot low prices so much
tho tetier.

EDITORIAL NOTES,

A writer In The Miller, of YLondon,
Fngland, discussing  the  questlon,
“\what is strong wheat and which
avheats are strong?' states that the
qualfty of wheat grown jn  England
has degenerated and that its character
has changed so that it cannot any
longer be regarded as a strong wheat
in the Rense in whirh that termm s
used In these days  The argument is
that English wheat s strong in only
one of the constituent parts of gluten
which Is the basis upan which calcu-
1ations as tn the relative strengths of
wheat are made and that i order to
produce good fluur from it a mixture
with gome other wheat which contains
a preponderance of the other property
which goes to make up gluten ls
necossary.  This, In his opinlon, s
best found fn the wheat ot 1IWestern

America.
¢ s @

The Duuniniion revenue continues to
inecrease at a very rapid rate and with
I the 89 uriincntal expenditures. Dur-
ing the svven months ending January
31 last the revenue Increased $1,073,-
359, and the expenditure $771,004.
The total revenue for that perlod was
$20,860,000 and the expenditure $24,-
167,157.  Expenditure on capltal ac-
count amounted to $5,658,000. Raalway
subsidy payments have gone up when
comparad with the same perlod of the
previous year from §695,000 to §1,-
050,000.

* * L]

The Dominlon estimates which were
prezenced (v the house a few days ago
show a decrease when comnared with
the total for last year, but as the sup-
plenientaries are still to come it is
fikely that the Aifference will be more
than made up. In the west we are more
panticularly interested in the appro-
priations for expenditure in this coun-
try. These arce a growing quantity
each year but are still a very modest
sum when compared  with what the
rest of Canada i3 gwven. The most
interesting 2eatures this year are the
jncreased amounts allowed for Terri-
torlal government purposecs, cattle
quarantine, prevention of tuberculosis
i cattle and protection of timber. This
jatter appropriation now amounts to
£15,000 as against $10,000 last year,
but even this looks very small in com-
parison With the vast sums of money
which are annually Jost to the country
by destruction of timber.

New Y.ML.C.A. Building.

The new bullding of the Young Men's
Christian  Assoclation at Winnipeg,
which was formally opened on the 17th
of last month, is one of the finest as-
socfation buildings in Canada. It is
situated on the corner of Smith street
and Portage avenue and Is & four story
brick structure costing $90,000, includ-
fng the furnishings and the land on
which it stands. Four stores and the
main entrance to the assoclation rooms
occupy the cntire front of the ground
tiour. the rar partion forming part of
tho space allotted to the symnasium.

The first floor Is reached by a flight
of wide oak stairs leading to a spac-
fous hall. Thc general oillees of the
secretaries face on this hall, and ad-
soining these is the large public read-
ing room. facing on Portage avenue.
Across the hall at the qther side of
the bullding is a large parlor which
also faces on Iortage avenue, This is
a particularly fine room, well lighted
and finlshed and very tastetully fur-
nished. A fire place, of which there
aro several throughout the bullding,
adds greatly to the cheerfulness of the
room. Next cuines the lecture room,
in which the Saturday night and Sun-
daay afternoon nicetings are held. This
can be reached either from the hall or
the partor. It has seating capacity for
{30 and is furnished with movable
folding chalrs.

Leaving the hall and ascending flve
or slx steps the gallery of the main
auditorium, or "Assoclation Hail,” Is
reached. The floor of this hall can be
reached from the entrance hall by de-
scending @ few steps and also from
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the Smith street entrance, where o box
oftice has been placed, Associntion hall
Is well lHghted ana ventilated and con-
(nins modern opera chalrs to the num-
ber of 527.

T'he statrs to the second floor brings
us into another jarge hall. To theleft
are scen the boys reading room and
parlor containing the usual fireplace,
and across the hall is  the boys' meet-
ing ronm  On this flat also are rooms
which will be used for the educational
lasses, library and board room of the
directors. To the rear are a number
of large well-furnished bedrooms for
voung men, and the top flat is also
devoted to this purpose, cach flat
having bath and wash rooms.

The gymnastum §s practically an an-
nex to the buflding. It is 43xG6 feet
and contains a padded running track,
which §s 33.2 laps to the mile. The
gymunasium outfit is a very complete

Now Y.M.C.A. Building, Wicnipeg.

une and i3 said to be among the best
in Canada To one side of the 'gym”
1s tho physical director's office, where
all using the gymmnasium must frst
come for physical examination. In the
basement {s the swimming bath, which
is 10 teet wide, 39 feet long and from
four to seven fect deep, with shower
and needle baths in conncction. At
the back, and extending the whole
width of the bullding, are the two
bowling alleys Numerous lockers for
the use of gymnasium members, are
also provided here.

The finishing of the building I8 In
oak and redwond ard everything has
been fitted up in such a comfortable
and hemelltke manner as to make it o
very attractive place tv o young man
in which to spend hils evenings.

Comparative Prices of Stapies.

.Comparative prices of leading staples at
New York are given as follows by Brad-

street’s @
Feb. 9, 1900,

Feb. 8, 1901,

Flour .. .. . $340GR5% 40865
Wheat .. oH “ 6%
Corn .. 41
Oats .. 2818
BRye .. .. 1234
Cotton .. .. 89.16
Printcloths . 3%
Wool, Ohlo 125 VA
Tork, mess.. . 10.904111,50
Tard .. . T.10@17.50 6.40
DRIULEr e oo oo oo oo 22 3
Clicese v oo .0 .es 12 12%
Sugar, zraR_ .. .. .. 5.50 5.20
Coffee, NO. 7 oo oo oo 7T 9%
Petrolentm, rfd .. .. 750 9.50
*Iron, Bess, plg .. .. 1375 24.90
*Steel billets.. .. .. 20.50 33.00
Steel ralls . 26.00 35.00
Copper. Th.. .. .. .. 17.00 16.25
Tead, Ib .. .. .. .. 4.3 4.70
'in, 1 ., .. .. ..2035 29.2%
*Iittsburgh.

The Montreal Teade Bulletin says:

*A carload of Manitoba hogs was re-
ceived a short time ago, and the qual-
frv gave good satistaction. the weights
betne a pretty Hzht  even  average.
Another carload has just heen pur-
chasad at $8 laid down here to arrive.”

A Chicago morning paper states that
N K. Fairbank, who has been one of
the most active and prominent mem-
vers of the board of trade of that clty
for over forty years, and was among
the best known of its ‘presidents, soid
his membership last Thursday for $2,-

Fairbank was one of the largest
operators on the board from 18GQ to
1880, His specialty was 1ard, and he
was consfdered the lard king.

The followlng advances werc noted
in Minneapolls prices current last
week:  1logs., Yie veal, Yhe: celery, 5S¢
per dozen: turkeys, 34c: chickens, 4e:
anlons, 15¢ per ‘bushel: apples, 25¢ per
barrel  The declines were:  Roll and
print butter Te por b strictly fresh
azgs, 40 creamery dutter, lc; beans,
15¢ per bushel: Armour’s corned beef,
10¢ lower per dozen cans,  Sultana
ralsins, California, 1 to 14c lower.



