large packing hiouses elsewhere, and
our local Itrm are not to be Lehland
the times In securing whatever g
jatest and best in thelr “ine, A part
of the large bulding hag been speclal-
1y reserved for tho storage of butter,
cheese, eggs, in yhich lines J. Y.
Griffin & Lo, do a large trade. The
new gystem of refrigeration will he
extended alyd to tho produce storago
roomes. We shiow herewith o cut of
one of the jee machines, or compres-
gors, used in thls system of refrigera-
slonn. This machinery Is suppited by
The Frick Co, of Waynesboro, Yen-
nsylvania. When all this work Is
completed Messrs. Griffin & Co. will
hove a fpctory modern In every par-
ticular, camable of handling 500
hoga per day, making an in-
preasz of about 200 hogs per day
over thelr former capacity. The pres-
ent supply of hogs Is not equal to this
capacity, but no doubt the supply witl
stoadily inerease. At any rate,
Messrs, Griffin & Co. evidently look at
it this wuy, as they have facilitles to
Isandle a large fucrease in the supply
of hogs, Thelr brands of hog products,
known as Red Crosg. arc now in de-
mand from the greqt lakes to the Pa-
cific coast, and away north to Yukoun.
No finer goods are placed on the mar-
ket anywliere in Cana:la, and we doubt
if the famous Irish and Dunish bacon
would show any marked superiority
over tlie product made vigat here in
Winnipeg. Just here we may sy
that Manitoba hogs are not corn-led.
They are raized and fed on mixed feed,
and where proner attention to breed-
fng has been given, this country can
show ideal bacon hLogs. Iit the mat-
ter of breeding, tliere is room for fur-
ther improvement, though good pro-
gress has been made in this respect.
Anothier new c¢eparture annouuced by
J. Y Grilfin & Co., is thelr deci-ton to
open a branch house at Vaucouver,
B. CJ) abvout April 15. This has leen
decided upon owing to the large in-
crease in their business at the coast,
where they ‘have been reproente:d
through commission ageuts for years.
D. Naismithf & gentleman well known
in Winnipegt and held in high esteem
for hoth his perconal and business qual-
fties, will have charge of tiis braneh.
The Vancouver branch will assist in
extending thie market at the coast for
Aanitoba farm and dalry produce.
Besides the Vancouver branch, J. G.
Mooly will repre-ent the firm in tve
Kootenay region. with headqrarters
at Rossland and M. Kyle will have
charge of the Rat Portage district.

R. MeGowan will have charge
of the prairie region, on the
road. R. Rotert-on, an exveriencetl

produce man, recently in charge of
Hodegson Bros.’ braunch nt Loudon, On-
tario has been enmaged to look after
the produce denartment In Winunipes.
With this well organized staff and
areatly Increased factlities, Messrs.
Griffin & Co. will be prepare:d to larce-
Jy extend thelr operations during the
present year. '

An Enormous Business,

Sir Thomab J. Lipton, the Chlcago
pork packer, Coylon tea and coffee
grower, fruit and cocoa manufac-
turer, ‘hag just forined his British re-
tall business into a joint stock com-

pany. The flotation of the company
is the sensation of the day in  “Lun-
non.* Twelve million dollars was asgk-
ol for the busiuess, and on Thursday
subscribed for twenty times over,
the applications amounting to near-

THE COMMERCIAL

Iy §250,000,000.  Extraordinary
scenes were witnessed at tho Bank of
Scotland, Loudon, where the lists
were opened; the poilee had to  be
callxl to regulate the rush of appli-
canty for the shares. Ladles of title,
army sl naval officers and publle
men were consplcuous amongst the
people who Uleseiged- Sir Thomuas, Im-
ploring him to toke their mouney.
So much In favor s “Lipton’s”
with the pdople that already the
ordinary 20s shares arc quotest at
505, The carcer of this merchant
prince l.us been a marvellous one.

Sir Thomas Lipton’s parents i-
grated from the north of Ireland to
Glasgow, wliere he was bora Just
forty-two years ago. Beginning life
as an Industrious warehouse la«l, lie
has climbad the Jadder of success from
the very lowest rung, Ixperlence
galned in Amerlea: stood him In geool
stead when he opened, on his own ac-
count, a modest shop In the igh
street ol his birth-place. The results
of his (ivet venture proved so satls-
factory that other “stores' were ac-
quired In rapid succession, and Mr.
Lipton saon becamg the head of the
Lipton Packing company, of Chicago,
and the mainspring of the great com-
mercial organization wiileh has made
s name a household word all over
the globe, The purchase of the Cey-
lon estates led to the transter of his
headquarters from Seotland to Lon-
don, awl the change of his residence
from Cambuslang to the borderlands
of Ilertfordshire. At the present me-
ment the buslness operations of Sir
Thomas Lipton include Kentish fruit
furms, meat stores and refrigerat-
ing cary all over America. curing
factories In Liverpool and elsewhere;
biseuit “bakeries in Scotland, and
markets all over the united king-
dom. 1Mis chief place of business is
i London, wherg he is in direct com-
munication with Glasgow, Liverpcol
aml _ Dublin. As might be expected,
the Lipton central offices have thelr
mugeum. The latest addition to its
relics is the monster cheque in pay-
ment of customs duty, £50 000, equal
to §250,000. Sir Thomas Lipton s
tea merchant to Her Majssty, and
some 200 tons of tea are received and
sent out by him every week. Lvery
other department of his business fis
organizxl on the samk scale, and, In
acdition to his own “markets.” lhLe
employs no fewer than 5,000 agents.
Sir Thomas Lipton secems to have
s veil not only the problem of pro-
¢ tion, but that of distribution. lis
lLverality last summer s not far-
gotiten, but the distinction ~which
hals recently coma to him is the well
meriteid rewand of one of the most
remarkable commerclal gnterprises of
the times. Success hias not spciled Sir
Thomas Lipton. Nothing can per-
suwvle him to relax these personal ef-
forts which have led to such astound-
ing results.

Britain’s Daily Bread,

From the accompanying Jlagra,
says the London, Eng., Dally Mail, the
position of the United Kingdom's
wheat supply can be seen at a glance.
The statistics uwpon which it is based
are from the reports of the Board of
Trade and the PBoaxnd of Agriculture
for 1897. DBriefly summarised, they
amount to this—that last year 73.5
per ceptl. of the wheat and wheat
flour requirements of the TUnited
Kingdom were obtained from over sea;
only 26.5 per cent. being grown in
Great Britain., Qf the imported.sup-
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plies, It Is noteworthy that only 6.8

swrocent. were grown in British Col-
onles and possessfons, The great bulk
of our supplies, viz., 67.2 per cent.,
or more than two-thirds of our whole
requirenients, were produced in for-
elgn countries, From the Unlted
States we imported £3.9 per cent.;
from Ruksia 13.6 per cent., and from
other foreign countrfes 9.7 per cent.

The following table glves the chief
countries of origin and the total quan-
titles of wheat, wheat meal, and flour
imported from each; and also the
quantity produced by Great Britain:
Imported Cwts. P.ct,

From tho T. S. .. .. ...48,066,170 43.9
I*rom Russia .. .. ..15,049,900 13.6
From other forolgn
countries ... weeee 0....10,783,929 9.7
From British posges-
slons and colonies .. 6,923,950 ©.3
Grown in Jreat Dritain 29,417,801 206.5

Tot. lmports and homo
grown supplies .........110,841,750 100.0

Next¢ in importance to the United
States and Russia as a source of our
wiateatl supplies is British North Arser-
fca which last year sent us 4,820,500
cwt o! wheat and 1,530,690 cwt, of
wlicat-meal aud flour. Turkey comes
next w.th 1,862,540 ewt. of wheat;
then France, wh ch supplied 1,682,420
cwt. o wheat flour; Austrian terri-
tortes sent us 1,143,950 cwti. ol flour;
Germany 1,333,400 cwt: Roumania 1,-
224,340 cwt., Chili, 1,019,300 cwt.,;
and the Argentine 933,100 ewt~—all of
wheat.  TFor the millipg Interest it
is worthy of note that the supplies of
whent came chiefly from Russia, Brit-
1sik North Awerica, Turkey, Germany,
Roumanta, Chifi, and the Argentine;
the flour-exporting countries being the
United States, France, and Auvstria.
The British East Indies last year sup-
plied us with oniy 572,760 cwt. of
wheat.

Looked at from the British colonists’
puint of view, the pocition Is of par~

43.9%
IMPORTED

ticular importance. That &0 very
smal: a pereentage of  the mother
couniry’s wheat requirements shiould
be cLtained from Iritisih colonies is an
anomaly wiuch should be speedily rece-
tiiica. The year was, of course, an
unfor tunate one as regards Ind!a and
Austraha, but cven during uormal sea-
sons the proport.on of supplies received
from our colonles is ridiculously small,
Last year, however, Canada made cok-
siderable progress, and it is highly
probable that during the present year
'12;?7“““ surpass ler achievemonts in
37,

Spratt & Gray, machinery, Victoria,
have been incorporated under style of
the Victorla Machinery Depot Co.,Iitd,

.



