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When properly dried tl.e grapes are taken up
and put into sweat boxes, probably 75 to 100
pounds to the box, and hauvled to the packing
house, where they are piled feom the floor to
the ceiling in the fiont room. Tuey are left
heve some ten days and passed through a sweat-
ing process, the object being to equalize the
moistuve contained in them. When placed in
boxes some are much drier than others, but
when ready for the packer, the intension is %o
make them, as nearly as possille, equal and
uniform in that regurd. Fourlayers are placad
in a box, and each layer is weighed by tho
packer, and the whole must make exactly the
twenty packeges vequired. When a box is
filled the packer takes it to the scales ncar the
door, presided over by an expertin the busi-
ness, who carefully weighs and examines it, and
if all 1ight, is carried to the next room, where
it is nailed vp and the corners smoothed off,
wnd it is veady for shipment. Porticalar care
is exercised ir gradiag and weighing.

The most of the packers ave Chinanven, and
as usual they soon hecome experts at the busi-
vess, putting up from len to twelve boxes a
day. White men fill 2}l the responsible sta-
tions. it evidently ULeing considered necessary
to keep a close and .igilunt watch over the
*“heathen ™ to keep him from .csorting to
“ways that are dark.” Occasionally 2 box
goes back to the packer and is upset on his
table, as a gentle reminder that first-class work
mast be done all the time.

The box lids are bracrded by a powerful cyl-
inder press run by horse power, and it is rather
amusing to a priuter to watch the w.odus oper-
andi of this coarse grained printing. Checks
are uted iu every department, a packer receiv-
ing a check for cach box delivered at the scales.
‘The work promises to last until Christaas or
New Year’s before the whole crop is disposed
of, but the favorable weather which the raisin-
makers have been blessed with will facilitate
their operations, and if it continues for another
month they will huve the most of the work
done.— Exchange.

Florida Strawberries.

The strawberry mea are handling more money
than the orange mea, and will for some years
to cowre. Yesterday’s shipment, fiom this
plase reached the respectable sggregate of 1,752
quarts, for which there was naid $178 for trans
portation. The New York deales C. S. Darling,
owas four refrigerator cars, which wve hauled
for him by the F. R. & N. Co., for the special
accoremodation of the stiawberry mea. The
car yesterday was fall—about 5,000 quarts—-
when it left this station on the noon passenger
train. A visit to the lurge plactotions of Messrs
Shipmen, Lewis & McCulley, Noble, Stafford,
Kuickerbocker and many olhers, discloses a
high state of activity. The price obiained for
the first shipments—$1.50a quart—of course
does not prevail yet, still they are getting 40 to
50c clear of expeases, which pays pretty well.
The productiveness cf the plaats is astonishing.
I couated on a single plant in Wiiliam Fisher's
beds, 138 berrica and fertile blossoms. Ona
patch containing 2,444 square feet (52x47) Mr.
G. Mattison pioked yesterday 40 quarts, of
whigh-he shipped 27 quarty,

The pre eminent fact inall thismatter 1s tha'
it in tmestly youang viange groves which are pro-
ducing thwse yiclds -a fact full of eacvnnge-
ment to men of small waptal. 1 do not seo
why the combiaed orange aad stiawberry
system should not Lecome as celebiated as tho
oLl salture”™ of North Italy, which consists
of Mulberry trees and grape vines growing in
rows, with wheat in the strips between.  The
sirawberry will pay current expenses and make
the living, and the orange would come inas the
resource for o' age. — Bradford Times- Union.
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British Trade Situation,

In discussing the commercial and financiul
si.nation aaa outlook, the London Daily Newa
tuhes a moce hopefu) view thau for some time
past.  This is based first on a moderate but ap-
pareatly heafthful and steady revival in the
volume of imports after a period of contraction
following a period of excessive importation
second, on the likelihood that the * overtrad-
ng,” begun in 1882, has had time to correct it-
self in the 1eaction which has followed it ; and
third, becanse ** stocks of various articles ave
teduced * Tho latter applies particularly to
cotton pnd wheat, and will, it is believed, soon
apply to timber stocks,
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The Bear Side.

‘The bear side of the wheat market has been
the wiuning side for so long that it is perfectly
natural for the majority of ‘radersto assume
that there is no such thing as awarked advance
in prices among the probabilities. A few des-
perately angry bulls have been working for a
long time to gain afollowing suflicient to cnable
thein to cetrieve heavy losses, bt afthough
they have called to their 2id 1escurces and ex-
pedients wihich in other seasons would have
proven effective, it can not be said that they
have accomplished anything. The result is
that the beaes are gaining sirength and confi-
dence and are now flushed with the saceess of
the raid which they have just made. ‘The
country is full of wheat, mills are idle or doing
light work, and with an ordinarily good sum-
mer the new crop will be an abuadant one,
These are the bear factors. To sapport the
other side and enable it to win, we must have
bad weat® er over large aicas, at or before hac-
vest, a forcign war, or a very heavy foreign de-
wand for our wheat and flom dusing the next
two moaths,— Northwestcrn Miller.

The British Policy Breaking Down

‘T'he prostration of British agriculture is not
the result of a single bad scason, «s there scems
to be a disposition in Pritish oflicial circles to
vepresent. The caunses ave far-reaching.  Wheat
production in tbe Kingdom may or may not de-
crease 23 per cent this year; there have been
meny similar predictions, thouga none of them
hiave beea quite realized ; but it is the fact that
within ten ycars the decline in preduction of
food has heen very great, aud the dependence
of the Paitish popatation upon foreign sources
of food supply bas steadily and greatly in.
creased.

In looking for the caaees, it is impossible {0

iguore such facts as were presented by Mr.
Wallace m a recent pubtication ;  for mstance,
that tully 1,000,000 woikews nad bLeen withe
diawn from azgrieultural production within a
comparatively linuted period and gatheted to
sufler in citica.  T'his change has been goiug
on in good sensons aund i vad. It is due peim.
arily to the lund Jaws of the kingdem, which
make it impossible for tne tiller of the soil to
acquire that vermancence of tennre and to securo
that equity ir: treatment which are necessavy to
the prosperity of his wdustry. Ivis due, secoad
to British modes of taxation, which are framed
with the free-trude idea of making Great Brit-
ain supreme in manufactures, and whith there-
fore seck eheap labor and cheap living at any
gacrifice. 1In consequence, the burdens borne
by the holders aid actual cultivators of tho
land are disproportionately heavy. It is
especially due in zo smult degree to divect and
fatal cotnpetition to which British monomet-
allism aod the development of industry in India
by British capital and the building of railways
have subjected British farmers.

In short, the free-trade policy of Great Brit-
ain, in all its phases, haviag been iutended for
the developmient of manufactures is proving the
vuin of Britigh agricelture. The story would
not be complete without mention of the great
prostration of British manufactures also. In
denying to those manufactures a hualthy and
growing home mar%et, and mating the pros-
perity of the Kingdom wholly depeudent on
foreign markets for British manufactured pro.
ducts, that policy has been striving to resist
and thwart those natural laws which incite
every nation to develop and diversify its own
industries, which tend to build up the cotton
mancfacture in India and the cloth mazufactuze
in Germany and the iron aund steel manufacture
in the United States.  British laws cannot re.
sist or appeal vhe laws of nature. Hence it is,

that the British policy tends to inevitable decay,
as well for British maoufactures as for British
agriculture.—New York Tribune.
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