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le-n jealous of somebody~—some artist who hud boen painting his wife's
pewtiful fuoo.

. - .
« ]t would have Deen better to have told the truth,” 1 repeated. WEI WJ:X.NT

a Petter to have said that she had zene—you knvw not whoro,” !
« But L did know, or I thought I knew. She had threatened moro]

than vuee 1o 30 to—a fijend she had in Tondon,  And T thought that she
wnald Seott bl moved restlessly at thie juneture but I hal never .

atanced at him. T came hero to hear Gerard Buxtor's story, sud I meant to )
fiear 1t to the end. !

‘ THE CRITIC. 11
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“ Bat it mmst havo come vut sooner or later— FOR

#Then I should have destroyed mys*®! the lad said fiercely. *1 . .
oftens wonder now why L held my hand ¥

[ have wondored sines how I had strength to carry out my own iesolu-
tion; bul my indomitable will, the obstinacy Aunt Rosa deplored so

wach in my charactey, and the resolution to save Gorard Baxter, if moral

power could save him, carried me through. "
« Aud you never saw her agaiv, from that duy to this " ‘o
# Novor again.” : .

« Do you think,”" Lasked vaguely, looking into his holiow eyes—*“do
you think she—put an end to herself 3" -
*1 do not think it. Sho was not the kind of girl to do a thing like
that! Whore is he—this man you call her friend 1° Many young men wnd young women are at w luss {or
“I do not know. I have never uttered his nawe to any one—oxcept to !
her. [ know now that my suspicions of him were groundless—it was only :
the day that the police came for me that 1 met him,oho asked why she had 0 c O U P .A. T I 0 N =
not not come for any more sittings for the picture. He was an honest :
fellow though be paid het compliments sometimes—everybody did.  And
1 did not care cunugh about hor to bo joalous, only 1 told her 1 would have
nv nonsenso—I would kill her first "
% She was uot happy, Gerard 1"

“Happy I he repeated scornfully. ¢ W are neither of us happy -
“ Yofxllfnust have broken hor hen}rt." . bry s g by A ) = " IIN Xa I F ) TH y.
“Her heart ! She had- no heart—she was as thoughtless as a baby, aud
asigworamt.  Iler iznorance disgusted me s hundred times a day on IF
“You should have bad pationco with her——she was so young 1" P
“1 ought. Iiis that which is killing me now. Whatever she did 1
drove her to it ; but 1 do not think she took away hor own life. 1 think, o .
+he must havo slipped into the v-ater—1 don’t know how it happened. 1 OUT OF EMPLOYMENT
vuly know that, since she left the houte on the twenty-second of July, L )
have nover seon her, ulivy or dead.” ) '
This had been the subatance of Gorard's story.  Aund now, as I drive . . .. .
away from tho prison, breathivg wore freely ouiside tho shadow of those - they ave dCSll‘f)llS of (.)btil.ll)mg work, but all fear to engage
hoptlese, stupendous 1rou gray walls, I say to Ronald Scott who is sitting tin an ceeupation which is new to them; and yet if they

upposite me, fooking not at me, but out into the crowded strevt: i but knew how easily and certainly they micht
“What do you think now, Ronald 1" ' : ’ e

“ Very much what [ thought before,” ho auswers, coldly enough.

“You do not believe his story 1” ! g vV K =3

* His story seoms plausiblo enough 1 the girl's Ludy had wot been EABN M, @ N E _,/J !

found, I might have folt inclined to believe it.  But the finding of tho‘ ' . -

Lody is proof lh:;t sho met \vi}m foull pl:}xy; “nld that in conjunclion with ) .

the falso reports he gave of her—which he himself acknowledges were e N e el e N ttearsn 1aias corrre]r o1

false—and his icuious;3 of the man whose namo he would not gi:',o, seams | in Canvassing for a Newspaper such as

tv me 1108t conclusive ovidence of his guilt.” -

*“ But ho was not jealous of her," [ say, feverishly. ! .

1 scarcely beliove that. He must have cared for her to have married | @EE @gxmx@

ber.  And she seems to have had a most beautiful faco.” = =] B
* How do you know?”

* Her photograph is in all the shop-windows.”

Konald Scott is not communicative. —Anything I do gather from him is| they would at once apply for the Agency.  We believe in
dealt out with a reticenco which would have annoyed meo if I had not beon . ;

: elner - Ao iberal Terms. : s m Canvassine for
lov much wizpped up in my own thoughts to resent it. S}‘“‘p o‘m " O(:‘lt’s le(.l.dl lelll'l\, and as ! Can assing fou

“Where aro you going now ” he inquires presently. * Home?” FHE CRITIC, they will be recommending a high-toned
“No. Iam going to *interview ' Mrs. White.” - ) )
“ Rosalie, let  ~ udvise you to do no such thing. You don't know .

what tho woman . or where sho lives. Your uncle would bo justly angry ' Y
with mo if I allowed you to go into such purlicus, among the very lowest !
dregs of sociely—"" ‘ -

“Uncle Tod nced know nothing about it. And il you think your

respectability in any wise compromised by being scon in such » locality, I oy o .

will stop the cab, and allow you Lo step out on to the pavement.” lhey_ will find the occupation

“1f you go, L will cerlainly go 10," ho answers, with a vexed swile. ’

* At least, it i3 eafe for you with m(;. But I must écll you plinly that I . - o

ohier 3 very sirong protest against the ontire procecding.” h R d C 1
“ Thcn)lcl tllﬁtpquict ;,'%nr conscionco. P I promiso you nut to stop'Bot emuneraitlve a!n Ongenlav .

wnger wan 1 can help 1w Taw Alloy—I have no weakness snysolf for tho

kird of locality 1 presumo it to be. Bui I'want to,sce this Mrs. White,

though I do not kuow that it will lead to any discovery which could bonefii

our cause.”

Taw Alley is not so utterly wretched a placo as 1 imagined.  Thure 1s 8 G_ENTS TED
peco of waste ground at the end of it, whore children are playing avd £LI:

sheto somie clothes are hung out on lines to dry. It is merely n small, .

1cat by-street, with small mean houses, not ono of the dens of wretched-
ness 1 lud pictured to wmyseli.

. . in all parts of the Maritime Provinces. Apply at
We had loft tho cab at the ontrsnco of the alley, and I ask tho firat . -

womnan 1 seo standing in a doorway if sho could direct mo to the houso )
of M, White, tho laundress.

"t Gt 161 Hollis Strect, Halifox, N. 5.

They desire to make a




