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Theeditor of THECRITIO!s reaponaible for theviows expreesedin Editorial Notes and
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EDITORIAIL NOTES.

Toe WonrLp's ¥ain.—-Intonding visitors to tho World's Fair will act
with wisdom if they delay their trip until well after tho firat of May, ns
the probabilities now are that, although the Fair will bs opened on the day
. agrecd upon, the buildirgs, grounds and exhibits will bo in a most unsatis-
5 factory condition. Fo~ty of tho main buildings which sre to contain

exhibits are s11ll unrooted. many buildings havo not progressed furth-r than
. tho foundations, whil« the sites of sowmnoe are still piled with loose lumbor.
%~ In fact tho comp’ete Fair will not be in order umil tke latter part of June.
% Another matter on which touriats shou’d be well informed is tho room-ront-
ing business. lundrods of peoplo have a'ready sccured board and ladging
for their visit, but it is probable that many of them will find that the agreo-
wont int» which thoy have entered is not binding to the other con:racting
party. It is well-known that there aro so-called room-renting firms in exis-
tonce, who aro now obtaining monoy in advance of their customers' arrival,
who havo not now, and probably will not havo a singlo house or room
tolot. Travollors shou'd mako their room-ronting contracts only with firms
who aroknown to bo reliablo.

JAPANESR ALDERMEN.—Jap 'neso municipal aldermon bavo somo novel
R mothods of encouraping “infant industries,” although their Occidontal
frionds may not whoily appzove of the protection thus afforded by the

' officiale.  Tho city of Tokio rocontly becamo awaro of the pressing need for
cast-iron water pipos. Tonders woro called for from woll-known French,

. German, American, Bolgian and British manufacturers, A Japaneso firm
sent in & tonder for s portion of the work, but another bniliant Japaneso
mind concsived tho idoa that the foundations of a fortuns might bo made
g in fulfitling the contract. Accordingly Mr. Totski tondered for tho work,
guaranteeing that if the contract wero awarded him there would bo no oxtra
¥ charges for do-ivery, as tho pipes wonld bo made near that portion of tho
E city in which they wero to bo used. Mt Totaki had had no experioncs in
tho iron businoes, ho owned noither a fuundry or a foot of the 1equired pipe.
[ but ho oxpressod himsolf as being willing 1f tho councit should graciou.ly
E favor him with their patronago, to transform himaclf 1nto an won fouunder

BE Tho services of tho Soshi, a kind of roffian gang, wore then securod by the
R intrepid speculator, and forty of tho city fathers through threat or other
&ersuuion were pledgoed to givo tho contract to thewr follow-citizen. Mr.
¥ Tolaki is now rubbing his hands over his fat contract, and is ready and
B willing to fight similar commorcial hattlos with tho ** foroign barbarians.”

A Kixpry Trouant,—Ono of tho savants of London, Henry Clarke, Q.
C. C., has ovildontly a vory soft placo in his beart for tho children of the
great motropolis. During n rocent visit to Gormany he was struck with tho
fact that tao Borlin civic authoritics had provided cart-loads of aand in an
open square for the amusetsont of delving or castlo-building children, The
smusoment was so genorally engaged in by the ehildren, trat tha kindly old
gentleman decided that the little ones of his own city should havo sand-beds
of their own. Accordingly a pit two feet desp is now being propared in
Viotorin park, and if it becomes popular wit\l the toddling gencration,
numbers uf other pits will bo wmado in othor quarters of the city. As the
beds aro surrounded by seats for mothors, sistors or nurses of tho urchine,
the success of the now plan secms atsured.

Tue ResroxsiBiLiT. or RaiLwavs.—An intercsting decision has been

g | given in tho Montreal courts on t!n vexed question of the reaponsibility of

railways for uccidonts. In tho pre..nd coase tho riilroad cimpany has been
held responsible for the valuo of a horss which was killed by a passing
train on tho truck noar St. Hilairo. Tho evidenco in the caso showed that
tho animal bad been properly protected in a well-fenced pasture, from
which it had strayod in somo unaccountable manner, and that the section
of tho track on which the accident occurred was not provided with ca‘tlo-
guards. A judgment of $200 was %orefore given in favor of the owner of
tho snimal. The plea of the defendant that a railroad company cancot bo
hold responsible for the safoly of any animal straying without o proper
guardian upon tho highway was not allowed.

Tue Deatn Pesavtr Must Go.—Theroisa sorious discropancy in thovote
taken on the abolitivn of capital punishment 10 the Assemb y and Senate
of Now Yuik S:ato. Tho foeling in tho Assembly is to do away onire'y
with tho death penalty, as tho voto of 78 to 28 manmifested.  In the Senats
the vote stood 24 sgainst nnd 5 in favor of the change. Unoof the strongest
arguments advanced in favor of the ab.ltivn of tho death penalty. apart
from the absolutoe horrot of jadicial murder, 18 that by the presont method
hundreds of murderers aro set at largo each year. Tho jurors will not in
the great majuiity of casestako upon thomselvesthe responsibihity of bring-
ing ina vordict which virtually condemus a man to death. Tho feeiing is
that prompt trials for all murder chargea should bo heid, aud an imwmediate
sentenco passed. Tho atrocities of death in the clectric chair has dune much
for Now York State, and it is more than probsb o that by anuther year the
abolition of tho death penalty may be secured.

A Pres ron Over-Wonrkep Teacners,—\Vhiie Tae Cniric haz long
beon an earnes: advocate for tho teactang of Temperamce 1n the public
#ctvols, yet wo cannot but think that the many cal 8 vu the te.chiens’ time
and skill shou d bo congidered. Even in tho lowest grades of the pubhie
schools where a short seasion provails, the teacher has already a fuls dvzen
of aubjects to tosch to the babies who fill the room. Th ¥ are al. exceijent
subjects, though they are not of cqual importanco wading, apelling,
writing or printing, and arithmetic are undeublably thostudies 1n which tho
Inspectors deinand that most progress shail bo made, but the teschrr who
is bent on bringing her iittlo ones to tho proper otandard hus a'su tu mive
instruction in color-drawing, singing, mincralogy, botany, the laws of
heslth and in temperanco. Is not tho demand on the teacher an uarea-
sonablo one? Shounld not the added burden of t-mperance-teaching bo
counterbalanced by the removsl of other required subjects?  Would not the
childron assimilate moro of the instraction if they were not ob.aged to be
cramwned in order to como up 1o the requisito standard 1

A Misstosary Paoseor.—-Tho lack of interost which so many church
momberrs have shown in the foreign mission work of their denvminatin 1s,
in tho majority of cases, caused by tho vaguo ideas associated with that
branch of the church's work. A Presbytorian domineos has thought out a
schome by which ho claims that tho interests of the majunity of each con-
gregation might bo held His plan is to supply cach misniunary with a
porforated and mauifo ded d«ary, in which cach day somo short account of
tho work dono shou'd bo written. Tho leaves aro to boe forwarded each
tmounth to s home secretary, who =ill wake man.folded type-wrten copres
for a3 many churchos as are actively interosted in the missions. A curres-
poading secrotary from esch congregation will write as a. gwening lotter
each mooth with words of greet:ng oncouragement snd questions concern-
ing detai s of work in which the congregation had shown a particu ar nter-
ost To young peoplo in particalar the disry would be as intercsting as a
sorial story  Tho neods of tho missionaty would reccive prompt attontien,
and tho seed for tho after-consceration of laborers in tho missn Leld would
bao sown in many hoarts.




