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TIIE LEGISLATURE AND ITS LIBRIARY.
The action taken by the Provincial G iverrnein andi the Ileuse of

Assenibly, lqitbkilg Lu the albrliîî'nî <if the Lcgislative Csincil. catinot but
bc satifactnry, te) the Pr.iviice. It is inî un spirit ofi diçinmirtnl or tliî
(iuuncil, or ofiflic maniner in whic l lins do-charurd< the duties %viiilî bave
fallen Io it, duit w(b cnider the $12.000 or so whicli it cosis, a savint!
whfch will lie universally welconmed 'l'le iuaclinery of ,,(vernniciits at
this advanccd day shotilti be tcnding towirds simplicity, and t"e exinmle tif
Onlario suffices to show that our provinces caui get on1 qumle weil Cnitgl
-%vithnut Ille legislative complication of second Chbanhe. The idea of :,i
'Uliper bluse being a check nu1 hat> kegislitinni ilua>, in Soule cao;cs. lie
found to pnsces a mcld icuani of justificatioîn, but il is, alier til. aid faslîîonted,
and Il tbe gaine is Dot wi rhi file canie < Mî,rcover, eraingîît Ille exile-
diency of abolition in file caise uf one province, the exanmpie w~il I probmhlv
influetire others to rid i liemselves iu lîke inauner of an expendîture %vhich
scarcedy any of thein can well :îit'rd.

Il is to be hoped, hoivever, that, assumning the mnsure ta ho passed, %vitat
is econoniiztd %with one liatd, wvili îl,î bc lavilily i'quiîidered tlît %t %ither.
A Iicavy expenditure lias rtcently br-en inctirred in alterai ions and inîprave
ments of the rovinîcial buildinig, very iîrg.ely to tiie incrise oi the
personal case and c'mfîîrt of mi mibers Notlîing reasaîtable iii thîs; w >'
wouid tie grudged bs the public, but wo caniiot avoid îîoticing titat wvlil.t
members bave se curcd tu ilieni!seites a ver>' consîderable nuouiît of the-
luxury oi a gond club, a very igiip ltant institutioîn <if the Hîîuse lias been
starved and ob-tructd-'lcabinned, cribbed, cq1ilfilied." loVe rtfcr to tlie
Library, the impoirtance of w~hicti huis aisparetnîîy but very ioubly itup)resstd
itseii on the prt-jectors oi the inmpruuvements.

This is not the first place in which iv'e have expressed the opinion tbat
the «Library of the Nova Scc>tia Legisiature is far ironi being a credat tii it.

lis culkction of bonxs is fragisientary ini many instanlces. dt fwenino
numberless standard works i mpr.tively dt'uîand, d by mu'idern culture. and
in fact aitogether bchind the legitimate reqîîiremnents of the %lttenît u! tht'
day. It can, ind.-ed, scarccly bc othtrwîibe, 'iheai Ille Libriry vote blas
b-zen linîited ta $400 a yuar fur the lut tltrec years. Wicn it i, tak'mi l
considerion h<îw large a priiptrtion of this inîeigrc gralit is ab-uîrlîed ili
the purchase andi bin'iing cf new.papers. and comîpilations specially con-
flned to legisiative requirements, il iill eabily bc oeen hoiw small a balanice
must rerriin faîr the purchase - f :,terling ieîrks. *Siooo a year w<îuld not
be at ail ton mucit wlierewitb tii bergîn placing the Lîlîrary # n a respectable
footing. It is possible tieat sotte miembers rnay bu ii.flotenced by tlle
considcratiî.n fliat 8oine road, or other grant, iiiight suif-r dimnution frot
an increilee of the sum devoted ta the Ltbrary, and that road and other
grants muan votes, but so low a cansideration, il it exist, should bc summarily
put aside

It is lime for our Local Loccisiators te rid themsoives of the opprobritim
of a vulgar aînd cyitical dibrrgard q<J the inteilectual rlaims of the yoîîr.j.
rnen if the province To m.îny of tliteso the Libr.îry privile-es acccerded
ta hie public arc ai the higlîcst vaitue fria a self orducatioti pint of vie'%v,
and te maniforst a sibariiic smlicituado: for extreiue pers.enal comiuîrts to the
starvaticîn of iîigher instincts anîd demands, is flot conducive ili thît regard
ivhich a kogislaiture ought ta destrve. and in which it ouglit tu be lieid

Se) muchbhas the accommodation oi thc flouse been encroached upon
in these lower interosis. that white the inembers have no'v fise roums
affording the cnmiorts of a club, wherc fornienly there wcere three, a ronni
heretuîiure used for the custody ai rrcordi mias, we undcedtaîad, becen taken
from the: Library accotîîmoidAtîîon, and the Library itsd1 incuuîimoded by a pile
i bucks dumped down in) ils centre, awing te) their having been displitctd

by the: aitt-rations. Nor is this ail. The uîccim 'dation ai the officiai
repiorters iss aiso. wve are told, been interferrud with, su that thtbee
necessary functionaries arc alsa driven ta do soute cf their work in the
b-brary.

Ttic archives of 'N tva Scutia have ai laie been recognîzeti ta have a
very bigli historical value, not a litile rnhanced by the valuable iab ers of
Mîr. Ak-ins in c'dlIating thein. Mr. Jusini %Vinseer, the Librariutn of Hiarvard,
is nuw engagi d. %vith a numbtr ui caulibrators, on a voîdmîîîuus and
exhaustive Hisiry af Amterica (îucluding Canada>, in wliscli the Nova
Scotia records art fouoît te be of ino-stimable value, andi ait conside ratl'nn
peint ta thr propriety oi according proper accommodition to documients of
such acknowledgrd value, as wvell as to the ordinaTy contents of a library,
which we trust tii be ab oc to p.-int ta ini the near future als wvorthy the
rea;pectahîlity cf an important Province.

An arrangemnrt whicb more than fully recognizes the dlaims cf personal
convcnience andi comfort, wvhite si; rving thosc: of the iti ci, can scarcely
be laid to bc an oven andi symmctrical une.

CtVIC liEFORNIS.
The î;me f ir the civie elections is drawing near, and citizens shotîlt

rouse themnseives from their apaîhy anti make -i dcierminrdtifrort to elect
carefui, competeiîî busineoss men to tilt the appraaching vacancies in the
Council. blayor O'Mulliîî bas proved an efficient officer, anti shoulti bc
granteti a second term without opposition. The present Couticil is com-
poseti of fairly gooti materiai, but amongst the retiring aldermen are soute
oi thé abiest mien men svhose indej>cndent course lias rouseth le enmiiy ai
the ward p 'liticians, andi whiî, thrrcei4re, may not care ta coîurt dcat, by
seeking re-election. Whcrc titis is the case, it is the duty af bonest electors
who desire orcanomical civic atiîiiîisraiin, ta sec te it that-thesc meii are
again brought aut as candidates. In civic afl'îirs, Ilthe o'ffice sîtould, seck
the mnan, nti not thc man the u ffice," and thase candidates îv'.o are
dtvoting ail their energics to secure election> are the 0rles that the careful

voter slîouid let sevecly aloîto. In tlîis connéction 'vo cintiot better guide
otîr vo.ters filin bw calling tlitir atteistion ta sottie excellent advice coiliaîncdl
ian tielît naguraliaddiess ai Presitient Il. UH. %\'nrier. delivereti betore the.
Rtuclîî'siecr Clianîber ai Cuîaîîînerre. 'l'lin nainle is so associateil writlî certain
p)rnîîrîetary remiedies tuiat are- îv.rrînteti te) cure ail the ills tint flesît is hir
ton, limat we iancy t.ur readers layiug dntvii thpir paper witlî a Figli and
excliîmng. Il wc rn'ver ti,'mulîî tat l'un CRITîIC ivolid Il IVC .41illîd It$

coluînins %vithi anc oi tîtose lorriti catch ativerîiseîenls; 'V" I is a.lîiit an
illevitable coniclusil.îî, sviiclî we linstnint îhiidain, anly rcniirking flint I'sir.

t ,iesreîîîedy for diçease ai boties couinrait! slioult work a radical clire,
lie sas "'rite matnagemnent ci aur muonicipal offices conmpares iavoribly
%viîlî tlîîît of ather citios. 1 do tint îvklî ta cast aiiy roîîraaclî ant aur ciiy
geîveriîent, but il is îrlîper itîr tas te look on boîih -ides ; the disativaritage
ois iveil nt, te ads'aniîgus tOint ire liresenteti. IVe fi'id il ait uniortunate
deiect in mosi citicà flint tîte nmunicipal afiaire; ire leit te drift il) a more or
lvss loti OTretit w1y. W~hat is tlle resui of the baose puîlitical niettinds

.bk trvsail iii the atinkitratinn oi the afluirs ai aur chties tlrouutboîîîi
the counîtry ? flile1 first plice, it increases aur taxes. anti iidreasqes filet,,
wViîbouî giving a fair cttit!pnatinn feuv sucli iiîcrenaae. Ventile wvlo rect)gnize
the dîifrrcice"betiveeni sjtcnding inoîey w.ta;teftilly andî investing il %vill oint
criticise the isîvestnîîoît tuain brings b ick retturiv. To spendti vitîtitît prouer
relurils is absolitte ivaste I think it is ab )it Lime for tlic buçinless e niet >
ur countîry t<> give îiuniçipal goverronieit, s.inie attention, andI sec thit thie
meii filling aar principal offices are lîouest, cartfutI, coixipelent Ibuisitts-
mvn, and tbis evil of carcîcas indiff-rence or neglect, wvliclî perlîlits t!le use
ni inueîicîiîl e-ffires for political pupoes shoutilie bc ottcd eut oJ evcty
Cilt'. &c., &c , &c.

Non', low are wo 10 briug tItis matter abott? 1 isk yeu te cill tip in
ynur mnd your cit>' officiais as a bndy, anti ask yourselves ' Arc these the
kindt cii men whonin we %voutît select ta be responîsibie for the expenditure
on leur nwn biltali ai a million and a qitarter dol ' ars lier yeîr ?' If they
urle net sucli men, whose faillt is it th-it îhey aru iii <illic ? Il î tnt out
dut>' tu iav' r one party or anotiier, bîut it is aur duty. as iic;i% idîîale, as
iiiiiers iii bu-;intsq bouses aod as heavy tax lîayerq, ti> iiiti'e :omet ai our
business nieîlods, aur buisineis sîgatct>, aur business judgnieril, imb %mi
condit as ciiizens; anti insist upibn ilthIat wce stîtîl have full value
rentered. liv conîipete:nt, bontest men, in the admîinistration cf otîr cit>'
aifiîrs, &C . &c , &c.

Wbecn ilio suwcess cf tour candidates depend- upon the bcst elements of
our cîîy, andi whcn they arn stirratîndeti by a-scîciates the>' %vouit be glati
ta oteet snîcia!ýy, poiîicaîly, andi ini business aifairs, ive miay look for a happy>
conditioni of utîr city goverroment. On the other bande, il ks ta aoiten UIl
case thax ilhese positions of henor are filet by tnen thit you, as business
men, wveooti ot aliosv ta sweep the fi )tirs oi yotîr butsinîess offices."

Our Cîtamber oi Conmmerce, wivtch bas almest hecome a p ehîtical debît-
ing ,ocity, womîid (!, worIl te pm)nter ovet Mr. WVarner's reinarks as ta the
malter.; whirib sbeîîld coîîîmaîd îlîeir atîtention, anti aur taxlyers ivotilti do
wvei tc pondter over luis word.s anti acî tipoit theni at the cumilpg election.

COUN l'RY COUR'riNG
The fair grenier ircdoin ai action sncially accordedti l young womnen

on this continent tItai bas yet commeotiet ilself te the more conservatve
social traditions cf Euniopean cauntries bias, like e:ery cuhter question or
intitution, twvo sides. On the wbole, we are inclined to tbink il beneficial.
If il som-titties produces a brusqueness of mainer, whiclî is ot alwa>'s
quite picasant, anti occasionaly feands Io warse resulte', the gain in truc
indepeudence anti a cuirageous seli-reliance, especially in view oi the
rapidly extunding scope of female occupation anti usefuiincsi, probib' %-note
than 'effLts the possible disativantages.

Tiiere is, howevur, a phase of il universally prevalent in the rural
diiîricîs, bath oi Ibis country antif Ille Unitedi States. svhich tindoubtedly
calîs :îlouoi for reform, and for restriction an the part uf respectable .-arents.

The Cnarlotteîowvn E.catemicr iuking the Milîman-Tuplin tratedy the
subjrct oi a lengthy article, hias, in uhe course ai it, somte remat.... Se
aîîp-isîlc anti so svell.directoed, that, in 11,0 itîteresîs of moralîty wlbcre it
niost keeniv nnd deeply affects social conditions-the puriîy ai the tising
generation of the ivomren of aur country, il seems 10 us taI ive canîtot
butter acquit aurselves cf one oif te bigi duties of' the journaliste or do a
bctter -ervice ita t sacreti cauqe, than by reprotiîcing inein :

elOmie cf the very bati babils ai scciely in the country, is that familiary
known as * ceurtîng ' ai night. l ko a common tbing fer a young n te
go) ta a fairn bouse in the evening, anti 'or the famil>' to retire, Ieavirg birD
anti a young 'voman 10 sit up alone, hugging anti kissinig, anti telkzing non.
senise, until dtigiight-uniuly excitifig 'tneir nerves, lnsing their sicep. in-
duýgiîig in improir îboîigbts, andi rcodering very difficult the preservatian
oi the purity anti innoccnce -of youth. WVe flii little faîil witb J uho
'l'uplin ifor tea'zîng lus dutughter in Millinan's compati> an the night -if the
5th Of J enuarY. He acteti ina fuill accord svith the custoni ai the country,-
aîtid Mialînan was sîtpposet te b: an eminently resiîu'ctible yaung man. Buît
if, 'vben the bemur for reîiring arrivei, lie lîad signifieti that lie desireti to go
ta bcd, atîd that Moilîman caulti have tbe spare bed-rooîîî or go hoine, the
Tup)lin-Milîmau tragetiy would noe, in ail prcbabiiu.y, have occuîrred. Ont
of the tessonts af the Tupli n-MNil Iman tragetiy is ta abandon the perniiaus
anti dangerous habit ai 'stting up at nigbî caurting.' IL may bc urgeti tbat
yuî'ing men atnd witmen mulst hav,: an eîîporlunity -to come togtzeher and
make: lave. So îhcy must. Boit tbose oppoirtunities nia> bel aifartiet by
mecans whvlîi arc perifectl>' in"cett andt periectl>' saie. WVe siticerely hî)pe
that parents t!îrougbout the Provinîce ss'ill take wareîing front the terrible
fate of Mary 'I'upiin anti Witliam Milîman, anti ivill, in future, forbîti the
one anid lic careful te provitie the other."


