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military preparations in having & nominnl
force of 43,000 men under trainingand fully
twico that number practically trained, and
that o regul v artuy would Lo only o bill of
oxpenso without any corresponding benefits
Every battalion in the British army coetd tiro
country £80,000 sterling per nunum, or suy
$400,000. This Laltalion will number, gl
told, 330 officera and men, Owing to n varfety,
of consideralions, the snme forco would cost
in Canada at least £500,000, the country
would have for its present outlay, say 1,100
officers and men scatlered over some 3,600,
000 square miles of territory. A cry has been
raised ngainst the staff which ia alleged to
be out of all proportion to the service,
against tho number of officers on the Re-
serve and retived lists, and this cry hus for
its alvocates the theorists who propose cs-
tablishing o stending army of skelefon baftal:
ions, Morcover,a demand has been made to
roplace the present staff with ofiicers from
the Regular Biitish Army as a cure for tho
alleged ovils attending the orgnniza}iog}.:“'

‘he staff {5 barely sufficient for the dy
it has todischarge, 1t is itself tho mero catlre
of anorganizition whoso develupment was in-
tended to be gradual,butthe design has never
been carried out, ‘I'hose who raise a cry about
the number of unemployed dfticers, seem to
forget thatwhile you can improviso n soldier
1t is amuch more diflicult matter to teain an
officer, and most of those on the relired list
are thotoughly competlent wmen able and
willing to serve the country, again, if neces-
sary, and. certainly in any case, have earned
the right to woar the liver, of their Sove-
reign and retain their proper titles. Tho
ofticers of tho Reserve Forces aro selegted
not with a view'to servicoin the field,but as
recruiting officers. and therefore personal
infligpee, und standing in society are moro
requisite than military trainivg for that
class. Instead of being over ofticered,
the real fact is that there is nol enough
even with the military school cadels to sup-
ply & case of need, and a well devised wunat’
{ached list is ono of the desiderata of the
service which the militia department has
yet to supply.

In dealing with the very diflicult question
of the cmployment of officers of the Regu
lar Blitish Army on the Staff of the Cana-
dianMilitia,weaio not in thoslightdst degreo
actunted by sellish or envious feelings; but
wo feel it necessary for the service of the
country to speak out,and in asserling the
incontrovertiblo axiom that oflicers trained
n the country with a force raised by their
own influenco are moro likely to be able to
handle that force in the hour of dunger
than mero strangers whose only claim can
Lo professional training under totally dif-
ferent conditions of climate snd topogra-
phy. '
It the Canadian army is incorporated.into
the regular forces of the British I'fu)pire and
commissions in the general servico aswell as
staff training thrown open to our officers
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nnd military cadots; an interchange for the| the lato civil contest amongst our neighbors
purposo of professionnl (raluing would Lo!is of far more practical valuo to us than all
thighly desicable; but appointments onjthe precedents drawn from tho filda of
the Canadinn’s staff ouglit to Lo the prizes Lo | Prance or tho strongholds of Asia Minor,and
which our cadets should be Laught to]we should not neglect tha lesson taught at
infpire. our own doors, Il tho Bugincering School
[ Tt has always been our practico (o meddle | was in oporation to-merrow it would be
us littlo ns possiblo with tho prerogatives of| seven yonis bolora it could supply an export
the Lxecutive Government, but on this ocea- | (o tno ranks of our army, while Lhey are lo
sion it appears to us that a Commandor-in- | be hiad m hundreds for tue cost of orgniza.

B

Chiof with the runk of n Generl ofheor should !
-be appointed, and that ollicer ought to be
{from tho Regulwe British Avmy. Common
1sense wonld prescribothnt every oflicer under
, that rank should bo men who hnd seived
‘with the Canadiun Militin and thoroughly
understood its organization and gocinl as-
peets.

It holds within i(s vanks many talonted
and energelic oflicers, men whose knowledge
of tho art of war s wferior to that of wo
professional soldier, and whosoe admimstra-,
tive nbilities are boyond question ; it would
surely bo a picco of folly to supersedd thoso
mon {or the sake of chango alone. In
our present Acting Adjutant-General tho
militia of Canada cin boust of an ofticer dis-
tinguished above most.other men by rare
administrative ability, quick perception and
n thorough knowledgo of his countrymen. |

high professional standing , and of the scien*
titic corps the commaundants of theSchools of i
Gunnery are men that any servico may well
be proud of; the fact is,our organization only
wants developsnent and does not need re-
organization, with all its new faongled ideas
of cadres rotativeand short sepvice : all ad
mirably calculated to make the soldier or
officer a *Jack of all trades” but a profi-
cient in none, and only a clumsy run aftex
all. In a country whose wpeople will not
endute compualsory service, but will fight
when there is n necestity, we havo the best
system possible, and time will only devel-
ope its value. Constant change and the
desire for it is the curse of the ngo—in mili-
tary organizition it is imbecile folly of the

The oflicets of the district staff are men of,
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tion,

“ Lord Darby wus vight in gaying that the
task vro had driftod into in Africa was, apart
from sanitary considerations, 1n the main sn
engineer’s war. It was known from tho tiest
that wo might have 150 miles in advance
bafore brlnging our advergury to bay; th.t
the movement would bo mnde in graat -purt
through forest, traversed only by fool paths
30 rude as to bo unfit for even the lightoest
column of infuntry ; that there would bo at
least ono large viver and many streams to bo
bridged ; xm(ix that depots of stores und stas
tions to shelier the tyoops would bo abso-
lutely necessary parts of any schemo that
took us beyond our forts. So much wus ag
certnined, and was even matter of fimilinr
conversation long beforo Siv Garnet Wolse.
ley started ; and n very little reflection was
uceded to seo that, whether for o temporary
defensive or for securing a line of advance
by posts,rough fortilications would also form
A most impartant element in the operations.
{lthero were doubls ns to whether white
infantry were nceded, there should have
been none as to the necessity of white arti-
‘The most sanguine hopes of gelting
the Fantees to light never extended to the
possibility-of creating skilled pioneers out
of a slothiuland savage race, And yot,with
the certainty ofZall this before 1t, the head-
quarter stafl of the expedition was ullowed
to sail with no meore ellicient aid for the meo-
chameal difticulties of the enterprise than
was comprised 1n the presence of threo ofli-
cets and half-n-dozen corporals of engin-
cers. 1t was yery handsome, no doubt, to
allow the individuals selected such a speciat
opportunity of di:tinguishing themselves in
their profession ; butit would have showa
mors intelligence bad this most necessary
branch been even over represented, thun so
reduced as 1o leave it open tochance whother
a single oflicer would be left nt the eud of n
few weeks to superintendatho necessary lu-
bour. Asit,was, the work had hardly been
fmrly begun wvhen it becsme neediul to

worst description.
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I7 has been rumourgd that thero will be
% a School of Engineering” organizedt in
connnection with the Canudian maliug, ; and
it certainly has been p groat oversight, in |
the fact, that every military district-has not |
long since had its stafl’ corps 3 ample mate-
riul in the Civil Engineers. aud Lund Survey.
ai1s in the country is"at tho disposal of the
authorities ; and it does, pot reflect much
credit on our.apprécintion qf the:advantages
to bederivedJroft atich an ariof thoservico
that its Orgabization hns Seen so long dor
ferced.

The Tollowing.artisle from the Pall Mall
Guazelle shews <conclusively the dangers
into which a special’ corps may be trained’
and the necessity for .making, bolh the
knowledge and Experts diffusive throughout
tho organization.  The examplo afforded by l

draw assistaut engineers from uataught offi.
cers of the Line ; and thisalthough at home
thore weroa hundred subualterns of the corps
at the least, eucl of whom hug a long tyain.
ing for that wotlk 1 the tield winch he may
never have the opportunity of shaung,

¢ l'o undérstand fully not merely the im-
portance of this arm of the Service, Lut the
dilliculties it had to contend with, we must
look ata parallel ease,  Generat Graut, in
tho famous operation against Vicksvurg,
which turned the tido in the Americen war,
\Y)\s opposed by nearly the same physical
obstnclez hith iy between Cape Coast snd
Qoomnsie, ITu too, hnd irdckssior roads,
~-|‘nbridgcd rivers o c’:‘bs?-sh’u‘m to pass
thvough, forests (o clbar.’ “But-iv was his

) - . .
especial boast that in every butta'ion under
s orders, 8o large was the contingent of
'Weslern pioneers and backwoodsmen that
lie never failed to find ready at his coll tio
practieal slali neceesary tor tho rough en-
gineering woik of the swar. Just the oppdsite
was the caze inopr Aftican campiign, A
modest supply of tools, a fow able heads to



