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Gravelotte, 131h Augtist, 1870, %vas mao in
lines ai campany columns(in twa liae),with
glkirisihers ini front. la ton minutes tlîo
Pruesian Guard hast 0,000 mou, nnd tho at-
taekc wnie brokeîî ailf. It iva. aniy ioiî tije
FrencIh =munition wase xhausted nad t fie
Saxon Corps turned tuec finc by Rancaurt,
and, In concert wvith the ro-formect Guard,
advaned concentrieaily upon the position,
that St. Privat ivas takon.

"The experionca gaiaied hy the Prus-
sinns convinced tlîeîî diit " lth nttack la
opua rorer joinod ta the attack ai shcir
miishere, wn8 acýapted as the anly efleicciu
crie, and IL %vas etmictty forbldden ta fond
alose bodies or tî'aps ivitiîin a nacrer dis.
t.%nce a! tige oneîmy's fire tlîan 2,000
pices."1

IUp ta a loto JoIe, thie caluîin ivas the
formation used by conîtinental aimies in 01-
tack.

4Againet dais it bas been aur priviloge,
nnd prido ta emnplay thte lino formation, and
furtîher thon tlîis,we are the onhy nation wiio
received theo charge ar ortvahry ln that atti'
tude. %Vo have, thorofore, some claim, ta
liaviag takion the initiative iu adapiing a
lii formation.

"IloE-îghiiî may turm vriîî justifiable
pride ta tue ghaîving pages ai Napier ta sec
the maniner in whicî B3ritish soldiers.less ex-
pasecd in their tin formation, brit irm bo,
cause ai their training and national qualities
womo enohicd ta develop thhdrfire to its fullesi
qffecu', and Ilion drive back the ehoken
uemy.

.6If, ilion, the qualities ai oui- soldiers
%vere such huat îiîey could in tiioso d:îys ont
vie other nations la thîeir campoaratively ex
tended formiation, whuich îvitlî the weitpons
Of IhaO3 times gave the maxiSurn amount of
exposure, con ive not hope tbat ive may stihi
preserveoaur, supertority by îîdhering ta the
spimit, though not ta the latter, af these in
fantry tatice whicu lhave sa aiten command
cd the admiration ai aur bitterest féesl The
change ia inevitable. i f evar we again en-
gage a Enropean fo, wo shall nlot ho able
tu sacrifice huan hile unaeeossamiiy,
as the Prussions did ini the war ofl
187c, 71, and yet roapt thie fruits af
vIdai-y, lime uad amea ailI ho
îvanting, and the s2crifice ta Moloch wiih
only forerun aur awn clîsoster and destruc',
tien. Penco e isthe brcsîthiag time la tho
race for national existenîce.

'lWe cliig ta thîe lino formation, as that
inii hiah British sold*ers hiave fougbt and
conquered ; but if we do nat ia time af
peace deepuy pander avhether the change&
of biter yeîîrs and the ci uel experience, ai
other nations have not mode it imperative
ta modify the foi-m ivhihe ivo adhere ta the
spiri, vie shahl haa etudied ta ne purpase,
or have thrown away those lessons which
the bitternees ai doenet may recahl 8liglrply,
bulrtoa tardiiy, ta oui- minds.

"lLot us Lake the compaay lit its war
sîi-ength, and apply ta that unit the puincl-
1ihes ar tlie Prussin Company cohuman. it
%wauld ho far hiaudier for a calcina forma-
lion, %vhen caver pemmaittcd arnaentration,
and ihea itBeoxtended arder wouhd ho mare
under the contraI and direction ai ils afficers
thon thePrussian comp'any> 250atrong. But
if it ho considered liat this wouid make
aur unit toosmall, iro niight tako Vie meaza
1îetwèemr twa. SD long as an uîvieldy unit
is flot adoèpted, the exact îmuînber le not
important.; ail Vitu ve Ji-ive ta pi-avide for
as, that aur ôrganiention in ligneofa ponce
afiail correspond witb that wie inteîîd ta
adopt in limne ai %var, biath in tactics and
la admiaistraiomi.

"Trial urader offt:kesso atctical abi*ity

V7auld soan teaoh us mn our ponce manoeu-
vres oxnotly ivliat, strength af compigny ivae
adapted teoaur power af obt.aining caver,
and the necessary colhoslan %whiclî must eub-
8sit botween the companio3 of a battalian.
Blritish saldiers have hîttherta advanced ta
attack in lino, "eshouldor ta shoulder ;" lot
thcm now bc tauglit ta manouvro for attick
in extended order in Unie; lot the coin-
panies ho inetructod ta tarni coluinus waen
caver permittod; again ta apen out for
advance asnd firo davolaprnent ut intervals
between each file corresponding ta twice
the ordinnry longtli af a man's ami, cancertn-trating nt the filst moment for tho8o attiiek8
ta gain certain p ointe on a fid of battie,
%yhich muet aow o mnastered by a concent.
ric liro and attack convorging and uniing
at, the point t) ho mnaetored, thoughi not bc-
fore.

ItI is not pretendou1 ta lay down lîoi
the eact formation of the compiny coltiînn
should ho effected. Indeod, the wrord
cohumn ivould almnost bo a mienomor.
What we desimo ta show ie, that in tho
future the British soldier siîould ho tauglit
ta use the close lino formation when the
graund cavers it, or even a specioe af
cohumn, if th'it ho marc applicable ta the
ground ; that hoe should be instructed te
open out for advance ln extended order.
alternately closging and apening out nec
cording ta tho requirenients ai ground anîd
fire.

Il Vith Vie battalion, the instruction
i"ôuld tend ta preserve the coheosion af
movenient rrquired, so that ive may gavera
thic direction af aur attack.

Il *%"o bave nlot tauched on the formation
of a firat aitirmishing lino. Th'le value ai
simimishems is well recognized in aur Service.
Let those who are incliaed ta %wonder that
aur itactics have mode noa greot strides
since the days af aur Peainsulor victamies,
and ta give unqualifled admiration ta cvemy-
tbiag wearing a Prussian aspect, tuen ta
their drilibooke prier ta 1861. lucre thoy
will fiad that the value ai skirmishing lire
was systematically under-es3turmted, and
that Prussian officors wero taught ta emplay
as fezo skinmishers as possible.

IOur system, ai mueketry instruction is
excellent, but in this, as in other thigwo
seek Loo much ta hring ail ta one levai,
rather then te develop the aptitude of tis
few. The formation in eaoh battahion of
compouice af marksmen la greatiy ta be
desîred, and we contaot doubt that the
employmeat ai these as skirm-*shers, vvithin
musketry range ai the eaemyls artiliery,
would bc productive at important military
resuits.

"laI wood-fighitiag, aise, should aur troapg,
Reguhar and Auxîhoary, ho constantly pi-uc-
tieed. Such a species af combat lî'o do-
veloped iteh ta an extr.tc.-,:;ary extent,
and ive should try and prepare hy pracoticu
ln aur own land, so that, however se remote
we!mayý regard tho posei,)ility ai its nppli-
cation in aur island country, ivo niay ho
ready for wh-at tha future day miy bring
forth.

',la defonsivo figliting %va should Leaclh
the value ai a Isea doop formattion, and the
extension af aiea ta grouad.

"lOur- fianks covered by natural protection
or by fildworke, aur shelter tronches nlot
continuo'i5, but like the bastions ar a forti-

f!a n, d aur nmen disposed, in those

t àenc in:tlîe proportion ai one marn per
yard.

"Ou- i-eci-vo diawn up, not ia solid
masses, but varying in formation ta suit the
ground, aîîd readyt o support any portion af
the lino; car artillery pratectedl hy gun pits
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in positions f,îvaurable ti)r concert tra t on or
ira ; atnd ociievahiry uliiposrîî sa thîit tiiey

aîîaty b. voadîy to uiier t ike Otl. ivt vi rItm
nîgîl ins t s laitkeri ilif.ifi.; W lili l1,,.,e? cou,
diti i01, iil'ly in îlot thi i iei< i t il) rigli t i ,i
ai defeilsàvi actionî oni, iiutaî'v Imttnmy Vil i
rea= itseit; andI tlîat Our Lenîî', t

ciuY laoling to ti spuirit of ciii aid liii,
farimatlin, w.otîid repu iso tii, i ttau'k of tii,
anidaciais foe, soizi iig v icto: e wl iv'
siaatterîîî< elleet of (ieir tire Ilidu overwlit'i
aîcd the enemy, anîd advanîcin - as of yai0't',
in iti nes wlici fuililileil the qua itties ai* lia
aId forimationî, wilei ini theur moî'c xteni<'
ai-dur îiîey pârtookc oi the chanîîge wîieli
yea'i's have. biaugit about in (dia îaew ci-uer
ar tlainge.1'

R E rJi E ws.

~ ijae t, :ickilawicdge tu' u'ecuî,'t oi aî
'uoatiiuliy steel engraved p-iî'trait or tua
lato Gener'al 1<. B. Li.,tue iîainous loadvi or
dia CI)iifetdem.ito arirîo., f-oi %V. % V~

WIK Ca., geticral agenlt, h77 a iii I 79,
%Vest Foiirtlî Strecet, Cinicînaitti, Ohioa. As
ou- nlte ofC aithe purpioso fi-i' îviici thîii
epleiîi I engaviiig btas bc-là ý;et uir, and il
the recollection af aur i'eadeî.,, net %vid uily
say it daces tie proniaters oif tite I.i-:

NS.ir Do.%îisîo\~ INoNrîîîv- l'iie .Vcîit'
iiîiuiio,î Mitluly foi- tige in>liîtl of Octobe-,
18-73. Ilii bacc receice, Agi cnigiîving or
Iliit 3îi'or.t Vie fii f*.tuc.l Anicricain.
scuhptotiU jresentedl as a frontibineco. lita0
apeiîing article as onlitlett - Priamitive El-ti.
catio jal i Ontario ; and ti-ac? the pî'ogrcss
af'i ire tioii'l establishmnent, ini this i m'a-
viîîce fi )II theo îîema ai ihý fitet settlcîîîeîît
ta dia yetr<a 1842. Tto Il Nile ltters'' are
contintitid anîd contain iliieh ind iîteresting
iîîfornin ion au tho scenery -'îîd i aîns ui tho
great v à1ley and its î>là.) , 4 musteritis
river. üa. the ivliole, tiie iîumîîhcu- before us
le, uint of ai aiity, ail a par i'itli lie lpre.
uhecessors. Tiacre is rooin fornnuprovoîueut, ini
dia litei-ary anagemnat oif titis înaathly
nmagazine. Th'io articles are generohiy dry
and iasmnmid-mîllk-aand-iaterisla. as It vrero;
,ind ils contents are rareiy ivortlîy of its
au-ust lttît. Joli.\ Dou..iM.L& SOZI, pUbhisll-
ers, Mloîtrcal. Tori :$13 peî' aî,rîinj.

Marîsh il Nit\laion lias appuîo'el ai ori
planî for- tho fortilicitian ai Pais prescnted
by tha Canîmnitteeofa Engineers aud.tha
Superior Counicil af iVWar ivilliaut one dis-
sentient vuiCe. Ii. Thîiers 1usd refused te
occept titis ph.11î, Whicli consists in tho es-
t3biishrieuît of -a scuies af forts outside tho
lines occupied by thîe G'erîna invcsting
arîny. ''iîe circumieorenco ivill bo about
120 muiles; faîvesîment ivi lio readered
impassible; and the City oar i- wll not ho
exposcd. as il. was, ta projectiles sent over
the for'ts and lup ta the wale ai thie Tuileries.
The neîv forts, wlîich ivil not cost much,
will lie cunnienced in tlin spring ai the
yoar.


