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Gravelotte, 18th August, 1370, was made in
lines of company columns(in two lines),with
skirmisheors in front. In ten minutes tho
Prussian Guard lost 6,000 men, and tho at-
taslc was broken off. It was only when the
IFrench ammunition was oxhausted and the
Saxon Corps turned the flank by Rancourt,
and, in concert with the re-formed Guard,
advanced concentrically upon the position,
that St. Privat was takon.

_*“The experionso gained by tho Prus-
sians convinced them that “tho attack in
open order, joined to the attack of skir
mishers, was acopted as tho only eflicacious
ono, and it was strictly forbidden to load
closo bodies of troops within a nearer dis-
tance of tho anemy's fire than 2,000
pices.”

% Up toa late date, tho column was the
formation used by continental armies in at-
tack.

* Against this it has been our priviloge
and pride to employ the line formation, and
further than this,we are the only nation who
received the charge of cavalry in that atti:
tude. We have, thorefore, some claim to
having taken tho initintive in adopting a
thio formation.

“The Lnglish may turn with justifinble
pride to the glowing pages of Napier Lo see
the manner in which British soldiers, less ex-
posed in their thin formation, but firm be*
csuse of their training nnd national qualities
were enabled to derclop their fire to its fullest
¢ffect, and then drive back thoe shaken
cnemy.

*“If, then, the qualitics of our soldiers
were such that they could i those days out
vie other nations in their comparatively ox
tended formation, which with the weapons
of those Limes gave the maxinzum amount of
exposure, can we not hopo that we may still
presarve our superiority by adhering to the
spirit, though not to the lotter, of these in
fantry tactics which have 50 oiten command
ed tho admiration of our bitterest foes? The
change is inevitable. 1fevar we again en-
gage » European foe, wo shall not be able
to sacriice bun.an life unnecessarily,
a3 the Prussians did in the war of
187CTI, and yet reap the fruits of
victory. Time and men will be
wanting, and the saorifice to Moloch will
only forerun our own disaster and destrucs
tion. Peace is the breathing time in the
race for national existence.

“ We cling to the line formation, as that
in which British soldiers have fought and
conquered ; but if wo do not in time of
peace deeply ponder whether the changes
of later yeunrs and the ciuel experience ot
other nations have not made it imperative
to modify the form while we adhere to the
spirit, we shall have studied to no purpose,
or have thrown away those lessons which
the bitterness of defeat may recall sharply,
but too tardily, to our minds.

“Let ustake the company at its war
strength, and apply to that unit the princi-
ples of the Prussian company column. It
would be far haudier for a column forma-
tion, when cover permitted cincentration,
and'when its extended order would bs more
under the controland direction of its officers
than the Prussian company, 250strong, But
if it be considered that this would make
oar unit too small, we might take the mean
betwéen two, S> long as an unwieldy unit
i3 not adopted, the exact number is not
important; all that we have to provide for
13, that our drganization in timo of peace
shall correspond with that we intend to
adopt in (ime of war, both in tactics and
in administratiom.

“Trial under officers of taclical abiity

[

ssould soon teach us in our peaco manoou-
vres oxaotly what strength of company was
adapted to our power of obtaining cover,
and the necessary cohesion which must sub-
sist betweon tho companios of a battalion.
British soldiers have hitherto advancoed to
attack in lino, ¢‘shouldor to shoulder ;' lot
them now bo taught to manmuvro for attack
in oxtended ordor in line; let the com-
panies be instructed to form columns waen
cover permitted; again to open out for
advanco and fire development ut intervals
between each file corresponding to twice
the ordinary longth of & man's arm, conocn-
trating at the last moment for those attacks
to gain cortain points on a ficld of battle,
which must now be mastored by a concent-
ric firo and attack converging and uniting
at the point t7 bo mastered, though not be-
fore.

“Itis not protendad to lay down how
the oxact formaiion of the company column
should be effected. Indeed, the word
column would almost be a misnomor.
What we desire to show is, that in the
future the British soldier should be taught
to uso thoe close lino formation when the
ground covers it, or even a species of
column, if that be more applicable to the
ground ; that he should be instructed to
open out for advance in extended order.
alternately closing and opening out ac
gording to the requirements of ground and

re.

“With the battalion, the instruction
nould tend to preserye the cohesion of
movement required, so.that we may govern
the direction of our attack.

“i’e have not touched on tho formation
of a first skirmishing line. The value of
skirmishersis well recognized in our Service.
Let those who are inclined to wonder that
our ftactics have made no great strides
since the days of our Peninsular victories,
and to give unqualified admiration to every-
thing wearing a Prassian aspect, tucn to
their drillbooks prior to 1861, ‘Lhere they
will find that the value of skirmishing fire
was systematically under-estimated, and
that Prussian officers wero taught to employ
as few skirmishers as possible.

“Qur system of musketry instruction is
excellent, but in this, as in other things, we
seek too much to bring all to one level,
rather than to develop the aptitude of the
few. The formation 1n each battalion of
companies of marksmen is greatly to be
desired, and wa cannot doubt that the
employment of these as skirmishors, within
musketry range of the enemy’s artillery,
would be productive ot important military
results.

* Inwood-fighting, also, should our troops,
Regular and Auxiliary, bo constantly prac-
tised., Such aspecies of combat b»3 de-
veloped itself to an extracrdinary extent,
and we should try and prepare by praoticy
in our own Jsnd, so that, however so remote
we may regard the possivility of its appli-
cation in our island country, we may be
ready for what tha future day may bring
forth.

“In defonsive fighting wa should teach
the valune of a less deep formation, and the
extension of men to ground.

¢ Qur flanks covered by natural protection
or by fieldworks, our shelter trenches not
continuets, but like the bastions of a forti-
fcation, .nd our men disposed, in thoss
trenches, ingthe proportion of one men per
yard.

¢“Qur reserve drtawn up, not in solid
masses, but varying in formation to suit the
ground, and readyt o support any portion of
the line; onr artillery protected by gun piis

I positions favourablo for concentration of
fire ; and our cavalry disposed so that they
may be ready to undert e offensive action
against shiken infandry ; wub these con

ditions, may wa not befiove that iy lighting
& defensive action our mihitary Inetory will
repeat atself, and that our soldines, tent

ciously liolding to the apirit of our old line
formn}iun, would repulse the sttack of the
audacious foe, soizing viclo:y whoetl the
shattering effect of their fire had overwhel

gned the enemy, and advancing as of yore,
in hines which fulfilled the qualitios of the
old formation, whila in their more extended
ovder they partook of tho chunge which
years have brought about in the new order
of things.”

»’

REVIEINS.

Wi bave to acknowledge Lie vecerpt of n
beautifully steel engraved pactrait of the
late General R, E, Lux, the famous leader of
the Confoderale armios, from W, W Bosr-
wick & Co., general agent, 157 and 179,
West Fourth Street, Cincinnuti, Ohio. As
our notices of the purpose for which this
splendi lengraving las been 2ot up, and in
the recollection of our readuis. we will only
say it does the promotors of the Lig
Monument credit,

New Domixiox Moxraey.— e New My -
minton Montkly for tho month of October,
1873, hs been receive’l,  An engraving of
Hira Powees, the [ famed Ameorican
sculptos,is presented as a frontispieen.  1ho
openiny article is ontitled ** Primtive Edu-
cation 1n Oatario ;™ and traces the progress
of Iiducttional establishments in this Lro-
viace fi sm the period of its flist settlmnont
to theyeuw 1842, T'ho ¢ Nile Letters' are
continuwd and contain much and mteresting
informntion on the scenery *nd 1uins of the
great viley and its 1o louger ystorious
river.  Oa the whole, the number bLefore us
is, in pont of adility, on a par with 1ts pre.
decessors. There is room forimprovement in
vho literary management of this monthly
magazine.  The articles are generally dry
and ingipid —milk-and-waterish. as it wero;
and its contents ure rarely worthy of its
apgust litle.  Jous Dovaarnu & Son, publish-
ers, Montreal.  Terms :—$1.3:) per avnum.

——-

Marsh d MacMahon has approvel of tho
plan for the fortificition of Paris presented
by the Committee of Eagincers aud_the
Superior Council of War without one dis-
senticnt vuice. M. Thiers had refused to
accept tlus plan, which consists in the es-
tablishment of a series of forts outside the
lines occupied by the German investing
army. The circumference will be about
120 miles; investment will be rendered
impossible; and the city of Paris will not be
exposed, as it was, to projectiles sent over
the forts aud up to the wallsof the Tuileries,
The new forts, which will not cost much,
will be cymmenced in tho spring of the
yoar.




