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NOTES ON MILITARY USAGES AND
CEREMONIES,

(¥rom the United Setvico Magazine.)
A REVIRW 150 vEAu Ada.

Let ug try and picture to ourselves o Review
of an English Foot Regiment, a century and o
half ago, when the recollections of Kiung Wil-
liam of glorious memory und hix bauttles, were
as fresh in men's minds, w8 the Great Duke and
the Peninsular campaigns are now in our own,
when Blenheim and Oudenarde were as recent
as Ferozeshah and Sobraon, wir u my Lord
Yeterborough was winning laurels on ficlds to
become in Iater days yet mote aned inonr un-
nals, when muskets and socket bayonets hud
replaced the older weapons, and when bHuth
tactics and gigantic wigs and close shoun vis-
nges were all alike regurded as indispe nsabl
parta of our system.

The order for Inspection DPurade would prob-
ubly be couched in the following tenws,

“It is General s orders that Colonel
‘s hattalion intire, on Wednesday morn-
ing next G o'clock, draw up on the ground
where they exercise.

@The officers to appear in their regimental
clothes and has, gaters, square-toed shoes, gor-
juts, sashes, bufl gloves, and twisted wigs

#The soldiers to be perfectly clean and well
shaved, hats well cock’t and worn, square-*octd
shoes, their hair well tuck't under the hats and
powdered, but nonce on the shoulders,

% Points of the hat to be a little to the left.
‘The arms to be clean and in good order.  Bar-
rels, bayonets and waisteont buttons to be bright
as silver.

1 No sergeant, corporal, or private man o
presume to appear in a wig, except such as be
vald,

#'The General orders that if any mwan be then
avsent he be whip't through the battalion,

«The men are not to put on their gaters till
crdered.

The men to have ten rounds of powderoniy
in their pouches, to be supplicd to them on the
parnde ground, and taken from them with their
cockades after exercise.”

The day’s performance would then seem to
have procecded as follows.

The companics having fallen in and heen in-
spected at their captain's quarters arc marched
in three ranks to the parade. They are druwn
up in buttalion (line as it is sometimes called)
in six ranks at four paces apart (a pace is an
arm's length) and sized, the tallest men
being put in the front and fourth ranks, so that
on forming three deep they may all be in the
front rank.

The coloncl’s company is on the right, the
licutenant-colonel's on the left, the major's as
number two from the right, the senior captain s
as number 9 and 50 on, cach battalion consist-
ing, be it knpwn, of 10 companics of 31 men
and 3 corporals ciuch.

The sepior captain is in front of the culoncl's
company and the next senior in front of the
licutenant-colonel's on the left and so on, the
whole of the officers being in one mank two
paces in front -of the battalion, juniors in the
centre, a rergeant ison the flank of cach rank
to dress it, and the rest of the sergeants are in
a rank threo pacesin rear of the battalion  The
Granadiers (sicy are on the right apart with
their-own captain and his two licutenants, for
they, have no ¢msigns, in front, The drums
(fes:have been 1oid aside for near a century)
are divided on the right and 1eft, and the hant-
boys, if the regiment hasany, arc in rear of the
ceatre.

Each man stands with his heels a slep apast,
his head up, his clbows close and his fircloch
on his shoulder. .

As the colors are kept at the colonel’s billet,
probably some way off, it is now necessary to
send un escort for them,

be major orders the Granadiers drum to beat
the drariniers call, on Wwhich the ensigns for
the '€olors’ place themselves in front of the
Granadiers and 1he lentenant of the lat-
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ter one pace in front ol them, and thus with
an escort of hindt the Granadiers, the drams
preceding  them beating w0 “troop,  they
proceed to the commanding offices's quurters
to grard the colors to the parade @ arrived on
the pamde the colors are received with ¢ rested?
Qv yresonted) arns and together with thele es-
cort are wmnrched through the ranks to their
phiees, the druins beating o ¢ troop,’ the front
rank of diranndiers pagstngg between the oflicers
and the front rank of the battalion, the other
ranhy of Grunadis ra between the ranks of tho
tattalion so that when they halt ench rasik snay
fare iuto its proper place nt onee,

The battalion is now told off into divisions
or compames of vqual strength, cach company
being in two patts called the vight and left halt
ranki. Also into grand divisions, cach onee
third ot the buttalion, and into subdivisions ench
uncanixth or some other aliguot part (depending
ot the number ot {iles) of o grand division,

The nen are now proved in opening and
vlosing tiles, &v., in doing which they take very
short paces and step together.  Some oflicers
of the old school, we are told, objeet to this as
100 clusely rosembhing duncing, but the best
authoritics, among others Mr. Band, Colonel of
i Majesty's Regunent of Hovse, remark, “that
a little practice will enanble the men to do it
with such an easy and genteel e as to remove
wvery oljedtiun,

The lles are now opened to arm's length
trom circh other, and thus, the mnke four paces
apmt, the men with their arms on their shoul-
ders, the officers with their half-pikes planted,
the battahon waits the wnspecting generad,  Hig
Monor having been reevived with @ rested
army,” proceeds down the tront (each oflicer
dropping the point ot his partisan und pulling
oft his hat at arm s Iength as be pisses) return-
ing by the rear upon which the battalion is
faced about, the officers temuining in their
places and the sergeants dropping theic hal-
berts and removing  their hats as above re-
Inted, )

This being completed, and the regiment
tronted, the colonel places lamsclf, with his
half-pike in his hand, on the general’s right,
and the major is catled to put the regiment
through the Manual Exercise and Evolutions,
the former consisting of sixty-four words of
command,’ cach movement being in three or
four sej trate motions, the latter of opening and
closityy ranhs and files, and wheeling, the pre-
paratory word ving, » Have a care to perform
your Eaolutions.  The officers are at post of
exercis, aght paces inoaaun ot therr come
panies,

Probably the general will now desire to see
some hattalion firing,, which will be thus per-
formed, and, be it noted, the English firing is
reptited sttpenior to that of most other nations.

For this purpose the six ranks are formed
into three, the tles being nemly touching (each
man is supposed to occupy  three feet), and the
battalion is told off in platoons, twenty ormore,
cuch of an cqual number of files, with the ser-
geants on the flanks, aud the officers posted
cqually in front and rear of each platoon The
Granadiers are divided equally on each flank,
and, to prevent unneeessary loss of time in
moving the Jeft half of the Granadiers, they
move to the left of the battalion throngh the
ranks, as 1 ticoping  The platoons are told
off into first, second, third, &e., firing, and the
Granadiers as a reserve fiving.

If the Giring e from the “ preparative ™ beat-
ing the platoons of the fie, front muk hoecl-
ing and load, when tlie scound preparative
beats thost: of the recond firing fire and load,
and so on Wheun the reserve of Granadiers
fire, they wheel one-cighth of a cirde inwards
£0 us to givea cross fire in front.

If the fire is to be done on the march ad-
vancing, the line steps off as glow as foot con
fall, the drums beating a march, when the
drum cease, the hattalion halts, and on the pre-
parative, the pl  cons of the first firing firo and
recover anmns.  Lhe drums then beat o march,

and the whole step vt 1 slow tuwe.  When the

driumns again cease, they halt, and, on another
prepaeative the second tiring give fire and re-
cover, loading on the march, when the line
nguin advances as before,

It the fire jx to be donge retiring, the wholo
face nhout on thelr right heels, anpd recover
nrms, stepping off with theie right feet, the
drums beating o march. When the drums
cease, the platoons of the first firing halt, froht,
give fire, and step np quickly into their places,
the line retiring steadily all e while; at the
second signal, the platopns of the gecond firing
do likewige, und xo on, but Mr, Bland remarks
that “ the practick pu'r't of this metliod fs nt-
tended with so great danger) thit it Is bet-
ter to halt and front the shole battation each
time a part gives fire. '

Sometimes the fire too is given at the halt
by successive ranks from the front, front ranks
k'u'ciliug. All firings are given with bayonets
fixed.

The last preformance will be to ““march ” by
the generl, vither by grand.or suldivisious,
or by companics.

1 the performance s to be by grand divi-
sions from the right, the files nud ranke are
closed, and the grand divisions wheeled for-
ward to the right, the Granadiers wheuling on

Aheir own ground, On the word, % march,”
they step off with their Teft feet, in slaw tinme,
the ranks tuking up thelr original diglante of
four paces apart on the march, and pass the in-
specting ofticér in the followihg ordor, drims
beating and huutboys sounding.
1 The Granadiers, with thFli- own officers in
front. .

'21.( The camp colormen of the tattalion in a
rank.

3. The chaplain, the adjutant, the quarter-
master, the chirurgeon, miid hig mate in a
rank. '

4 The hautboys ina unk.

5. The colonel.

6. The captains of the right wing at tho
head of the 1st grind sutdivision,

7. 'Phe licutenants of thé riglit wing inrear
of 15t grand subdivision,

8. The ensigns in front of the second gmnd
division, .

9. Thoe licutenants of the right wing in front
ot the 3rd, grand division,

10. The captains of the left wing in rear of
the 3rd grand division.

11. 'The licutenauf-colonel.

The sergennts are divided equally on the
flanks of the grand divisions, and the drum-
mers are between the thind and fourth ranks of
each. ‘I'he officers rre to begin their salute four
paces from the general, and to keep their hats
ol eight paces after they have passed him.

The sergeants arcto éarny~ their halberds vn
their shoulders with the bindes in their hands,
and remove their hats s they pass the saluting
point, ‘Ihey and the officers are strictly en-
joined not to bow in saluting.

The march past in subdivision is performed
in s somewhat similar manner. N

Should his Honour, howéver, desire to sce
the Lattalion motch past by companics, it is to
be thus munaged, .

As the depth of the ranks prevents their
wheeling by companies, 85 was done by grand
divisions, cach company will morch off hy it
self in the following order, and wheel as re-
quired,

1. The captain,

2, ‘Phe licutenant and ensign.

3. ‘Tho serjeants in urank,

5. The corporals and private mnen, four in a
rank.

“Fhe field officers wnrch at the head of their
own companics, and the claplain, chirurgeon,
&e., with the hautboys, at the head of the col-
onel’s company.

Each company, after'marching past, forms up
in battalion as before.

Should the general have no further orders,
the coloricl will direct the célors.to be lodged,
i. e, carried bagk to his quagters, which will be
dune with the samo ctirpmobicu with which they




