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| Nonconfor must's summary,
fvery
, puts the pomnts for a moditication in
Cthe cast-iron rule of immersion.

t
PNy James Harvey, of  Mount
«Grove, Hampstead, (whom the Zreeman
;Teldrs to s one who ‘has assuredly a

right to a hearing on any matter pertain

wg o our denomination’), says: ‘It
imav he that some of us will have to
“make the admission that our fathers in
) the Daptist denomination, and we their

+ suecessars, have not been right in main-
“of baptism authorized in Seripture,

~made, 1 hope we one and all shall be

tter in thc!nppcar to confirm the result of our | for centuries a scttlement chicfly of
and which | reasoning, and to show that baptizing by | Arabs, who in charms, jugglery,
calmly, and vet very forcibly, - mmmerston is nat the only made cecog- | fortune-telling, and such like s 1per-

nised in Sertptare. John baptised wuh
. water, Jesus baptized with the Spirt,
; The mode of the baptism of the Spirit
i was by ¢ pouring out.” *conng upon -
{ ergo, the mude  of baptism by water may

be, and probably was, carricd out mn the |

i same manner.”
i As we said at the beginning, we
i do not anticipate any immediate re-

i sults, but if such scntiments as we

have quoted prevail to any large ex-

tent in the Baptist body, or even 1f it
’ is only a small but a working leaven,
hole

Me. A, Chyistie, 9 Wiltan Avenne. will con- | ready to make it, and  rejoice in any fir- | we welcome such a tendency. not

tinue to nstend to the msitie @ of the Congrega.
tiounl Publisuiug Compang, inclubug nrrears
for the Inngisonst and the Year Buok.

Wao woull call the astontion of onir 1enders to
their Inbels,  All whowe stbzeriptans expired
Juit,, ‘Bl, or carler, are nuw due anutier yoar.
Will they ploase rennt.

We wanb as many iteme of news of the jin not obeying it”  If the question has !
churches as possible, baut will wur corresponds | heon settled twenty times over. or rather !

énts bo BRIer , our space is limite Land we dis.
like to cut down,

BAPTISTS ON JODES
BAPTISM.

o/

- ther light which may be thrown on the
“sacred page.  Ourappeal, however, must
i be to the Scriptures, and not merely to
cour preferences.  \We ought n s to beg
»the question by sayving, * This is settled,
there is the command, the mode is one
"and unalterable, and you are inconsistent

, cousidered 1o have been so settled, it

.1 will not doto plead such supposed settle-
rment when a new inquiry is irstituted.”

s ComparingActs i3, 1.4, 1.4-18, with Actsi. g,
! 4 d, W]
i 5. he remarks : **In these Scriptures two

| thingsareclearlystated, thefulfilment ofthe

Acontroversy isagitating our Bap-  prophecy of ool in pouring out of the

tist brethren in Lugland, which if it
does not produce immediate results,
as we hardly suppose that it will, is
at any rate indicative of the settineg
in of a tide of opinion which may
ultimately overflow the oll land-
marks and change mate-ially the
position of tive Baptist churchesand
their relatioa to ourselves,

The point is as to the mode of
baptism. an:d the question is asked.
practically, if it is not time to cease
insisting on innmersion, and admit
the eqgual validity of sprinkling n
the case of those who, from con-
scientious or physical reasons. prefer
it > Theopeningof the controversy
was by a leiter from Mr. Samucl
Watson, who appears to he a man
of position. as he is undoubtedly of
large views, ile made the rather
startling suggestion, coming from
such a source. that the time had
come when it would strengthen, not
weaken, their pasition *“to confess
that the spirit and meaning of the
ordinance is not dependent upon the
form.”  And he goes onito state
what, we confess, we should hardly
have expected. thar such is the
growing reluctance among the voung
people of education and refinement
to submit to the ordeal. that in some
(Baptist) churches they actuatly ad-

mit young people to membership |

without baptism at all.

Of course, such an utterance as
this was like the letting out of
waters, and the Baptist papers have
given inscriion to a large number of
letters, pro and con, most of them,
as might be expected, opposed to
such revolutionary sentiments.  The
conclusion sct forth by thesc being
that it was commanded by Christ,
in the verymode that it was intended
to cxist to the end of the world,
and that any avoidance of it would
be treason to the truth, It is no-
ticeable, however, that while there is !
feeling, prejudice. and, we would add, !
true  picty, variously shown i
the letters  advocating the re-
tention of the mode: the ar-
guments  for the  modification
are, to our minds, very strong, and
the motives of the writers arc as
pure and loval to the truth as their
opponents’, \We auote some evtracts

{ Spirit on the day of Pentecost, and the
analoge hetween the baptism of John
{and that of the Holy Ghost. It follows
<that if we have cleady stated themode of
sthe Dapism of the Holy Ghast, we have
an ungestionable clue to the mode of
i the baptism of John, . .. Whatever may
"have been the copiousness of the gift of
I theSpirit, the moda2 was a ‘pouring out,’ »
! "coming upon,” the disciples.”  Much
targument may be fairls used 1o show the
j reasonatleness of an alternative mode of
tbaptism.  For instance. Palestine is 2
,couniry which is barely ten degrees
“from the Tropic of Cancer, and in which
i looie garments are worn and bat few
needed. To throw off the upper Jowing
i tobe and plungeinto thesiream f Jordan
] was a rite in harmony with th* natues of
i the country, and fitted to symbolise at
least one Scriptusl meaning of the act
on the part of the dise'ple as a profession
of ‘death unto <in and a new life unto
righteousness.” So also in Asia Minor
and in the southern countries of Europe.
But is immersion cqually suitible in
England or suili colder countries®  For
the administration of baptism, ouwr ordi-
nary clothes must b2 taken off and a
special suit put on.  After the rite has
been gone through.the wetgarments have
to be removed and the body well rubbed
fromheadtofoot and dryclothes resumed.
{ Was this required in apostolic days?
i Had john need of many dressing rooms,
special suits of clothes and a large sup-
plv of dry towels on the banks of Jordan?
Agan, take the case of a convert in a
critical or a permanently delicate state of

heahth, whose medical attendant ab-
solutely prolmbits a sudden plunge into
the water. Has our lord, in His

infinite wisdom and goodngss. made no
provision for such an one to obey His
command to be baptized? And must
such an one be deprived for life of church
fellowship 2 A priori weshould certain-
ly conclude that an ordinance instituted
for all people and all ages would be
applicable to such acase. ‘T'he Sabbath,
nothwithstanding its sacredness, and
the stringent commands and severe
penaltics attached thereto  under the

- heeause 1t would involve any weak-
i cning of the Baptists as a denomina-

tion, which it neednotdobut beeause
cit would brmg that denomination
? nearer, as we think, to the light and

i spirit of the Master’s teachings.

MADAGASCAR.

This island, as a mission fcld, has
been called the crown of the Lon-
don Missionary Society, which first
planted, and for nearly two genera-
tions solely maintained, the Gospei
there, until, in 1848, Christianity was
madc the religion of the State, and
heathenismm  disowned. It was
scarcely to be supposed that such a
tfield should be allowed to remain
I'solely in the hands of an undenomi-
i national Society, for denomination-
"alism ha< a much stronger hold on
“many  minds than simple  Christ-
i ianity, so the Propagation (High
Church} Seciety established, 1874,
a bishopric there to proseivie rather
than Christianize.  The Quakers
. have also established a mission, not,
- however, antagonistic, but specially
i directed towards thecompicte eman-
i cipation of the slaves.

Madagascar cquals in  extent
VP Great Britain and lreland, and has
a population about equal with that
of Canada. Unitedly the inhabi-
Itants arc called the MNalayasy.
I though there arc at least four dis-
t tinct classes :(—the ruling race of the
i Hovas, who, of a light olive com-
¢ plexion, scem almost a Caucasian
racc : the Betanimena,whoinhabitthe
lowlands, as the Hovas thchighlands,
and who somewhat resemble each
other; the Betsilcos,a copper-colored,
heavy-featured race, peaceflul, pa-
triarchal and contented. scldom
straying from their ancestral home
the Sakalavas, with the crisp hair
and dark features of the negro, of
finc presence, bold, firm, intelligent,
said to be, though not the ruling,
yet the finest race of Madagascar.
In the forests, skirting the great
mot.itain range which forms the
backbone of the island, live the
hewers of wood, the miners, char-
coal-burners, and mechanics, whose
occupations never change, being
handed down from father to son
continually. Though reckoned frec
their services are at the disposal of
the king, and of him alone, for
which services no pay is received
L apart from this, cvery one for him-
"self or by his s2ezes builds his own

Jewish cconomy, was, we are told by !'yyoc0 and looks after his ownaffairs.
our l.ord, made for man, and not man Slaves—no spot on that island is
for the Sabbath.’ May we not fairly | g Y ) L T
. . . X : > oht 1k
apply this principle to baptism, and say, | féf?.f_"?m.th" bhbl_’ (;fshvc;‘y,\]\:h;ch
‘It was made for Christians, and not | “hiistinnity, as yct. has only light-
Christians for baptism.” Reason seems! cned.  The slaves are f’Ot a distinct
to indicate that the probability is on the | Facc. Captives in war, criminals,
side of a rite applicable to all ages, all debtors, become slaves ; their child-
climates, and all people.  ‘The words of{ ren perpetuate the class. Then on
our Lord and the practice of Hi=apostles | the south-cast coast therc has been

rstitions, have  established an inter-
{course and ftrade with the native
Ftribes, who have beeome so thorough.
Hy influenced thereby  that cvery

Lact, such as the setting out upon a

Ljourney, or the location of a dwelling,
‘is regulated by these superstitions.
Such in brief are the inhabitants of
this ixland,

T'he general shape and geographi.
cal position of the sland will be fa-
Pmiliar by the map of Africa, towhich
{it bears a relation similar to that
which England bears o Furope.
A mountain range, rising in its
I peaks from 6,000 1v 10,000 and even
12,000 feet, vuns through the centre
of the island along its length, and
fon its high table-lands live the
lovas ; there, too, is Antananarivo,
“City of a Thousand Towns " (the
capital.  On the mountain sides,
below these heights of table-lands
and peaks, a circling forest of nearly
forty miles in width runs riot over
rock, and vale, and wilderness ; huge
tree ferns and bamboos and forest
monarchs, that onc can readily
imagine began their race in patri-
archal days. We have alreacly in-
dicated the class who lew out homes
in this vast barricade. through which
all travellers must pass from the sea
coasts to the central province of
Ankovy. Jower down there are
continuous terraces, hills, and val-
leys, covered with the rank vegeta-
tion of the tropics; snuke-like roots
joverground,  huge  ilowers, trees
that shoot as an arrow upward, and
then spread out in an wnbrella form
of waving plumes: tongled vines
twisting in anextiicabic confusion s
the whole resounding with the chat-
tering of innumcrable monkeys, and
the sharp chirping of the paroguet.
Streams, hidden beneath the dense
foliage, and cataracts, whose muffled
roar you hear, but whose rush vou
see not until almost rcady to take
your leap with themn into the wilder-
ness below.  Down and beyond all
this the lowlands of the coast, broad
or narrow according as they rcach
up to theside of the mountain range,
or arc narrowed by the projecting
spurs of the mountains, in some
places a hundred niles from the
heights to the sea.  llere grow the
mango-tree, the cocoa-palm, and the
gorgeous magnolia ; there, too, lurk
the deadly fevers from the swampy
miasma of this tropical luxuriance.

Such is the island which within
this century has caught the spirit
of the world’s progress  under
the gospel of the Nazarene, and has
made rapideadvancement towards a
Christian civilization.

The representatives of the civilized
world at Tamatave—the chicf port
of Madagascar, midway on the cast-
crncoast—in 1308 wereslave-traders,
who did not scruple to steal as well
as to buy the subjects of their infa-
mous traffic. It may scem ineredi-
ble, but it is nevertheless true, that
in the days of our fathers, in the
early part of this nincteenth century,
men from our fatherland could trafiic
in human lives and human miscry.
The spirit is not dead, for cven now
money is made at the price of human
virtue, and unsuspecting girls in our
civilized citics led to infamy for gain.
“Who stands guiltless forth 2 ”

In 1818 the first missionary began
the work of preparation upon the
island. Radama, the first of that




