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must give special attention to his own
work.  And, finally, the churches
must feel it a duty to conscerate
their best men to the work of the
ministry ; to seck out thosec whose
cducational preparation, and, yet
more, their spiritual culture,are likely
by the blessing of God, to make
them good ministers of Jesus Christ.

THE WAY TO WRITE.

We have received the following,
and arc open to reccive as many
more, with similar wording and en-
enclosure, as our friends can send us.
Editor * Canadian Independent ;'

I sce that I am $2 in arrears for the INDRVEN-
DENT. L eaclose $4 ; two for arrears and two
in advance. Wishing your success.

Yours truly,

et covtme

Friends in arrcars, give us the
same practical proof of your good
wishes,

THE A. B. C F. AL

The American Board of Commis-
sioners for Forcign Missions lately
held their annual mecting in thecity
of Lowell, Mass, We give a few
jottings chiefly from the V. V. Wit
ness.  'We hope to have something
to say erc long about Foreign Mis-
sions in connexion with our Canada
Churches. The Board has Missions
sprecad over Africa, Japan, China,

India and Turkey, and the extent of |

their work may be surmised from the
following extract :

*The review of the year may well lead us to | this is the missionary age of the church.

from the Secrctary may have prac-
tical value not only regarding Forcign
but also Home Missions:

“The Rov. Scorotary thon showed full{ tho
groat changes in the work effected by tho lapse
of timo, and by the knowledge acquired by the
miasfonarles of the physicial geography of dif-
forent countrics unH of the cliamotenstics of
the different races. Acquaintanco with the
Innguages, and iucseased facilities in acquiring
them, such as were wholly unknown to the
carlier missionarics, wore of tho greatest ser.
vico to tho now wissfonarics  He dwelt at
length on the respousibilitics resulting from
these changes, and suid that the mlssionary
was now looked up to with reverence aud love,
aud his word was law to those whom he had
been the meaus of awakening from their ignor.
atco and degradation to a now life, ‘The rov.
forcign sccretary concluded his able paper in
the follewing wonds. -* The time has gono by,
if thero ever was such a time, whon any
will do for a missiovary, No 1{oaition at home
can call for botter ability and sounder judg.
ment and more completeness of Christan
character than is now required for the mission..
ary on whom is to dovolve the moulding of the
intellectual and moral character, not of a fow
hundreds, or possibly thousands, of his fellow-
men, as in some local church at hemne, but
hundreds of thousands!  The ground is to bo
cleared of the moral debris and tﬁc false growth
of centuries ; new 1nstitutions are to be estab.
lished, and the way prepared for all that 18 best
and noblest in olir own ligh civilization—and
there is no timo for delay,  The relative im-
rortance of putting the best and ablest men
into such work must be evident to any thought-
ful mind.  Society here is organized with its
institutions, its cf’lurchcs, its schools, its re-
ligtous pross, ity social habits, as determmned
by Christian sentiment, all in running order.
‘The very atmosphere is resonsnt with Christ-
ian thonglht ; socicty here will go on under ex-
isting arrangements ; the ablest wien but fit
mto estabhished nstitutions,  In the foreign
field to the missivnary is given the creation of
this social onder, and the shaping of institu-
tions to bo for the welfaro of the mallions of his
fellow men.  In the ordernng of Providence and
of grace, upon this age, as upon no other since
the days of the apostles, is laid the duly of the
world’s evangelization. By common cousoll;t
y

ascriptions of praise and thanksgiving to the | the splendid results of nussionary effort and

Head of the Chuich, and inspire us with new
Sope and generous anticipations for the future :

General Summary ( Missions ).

Number of Missionseeeeie.ivivionaieans 17
Number of Stations..ceoeeeiisinennnas 75
Numberol OQut-Stations....c.oouenn vesss 639
Laborers Employed.
Number of Ordained Missionaries (7 being
Physicians).coeeereioiacecascarennns 56,
Number of Physictans not ordained...... 6
Number of uther male Assistants,eoa.ee . 8
Number of Female Assistants..cceeees 246+
Whole number of laborers sent from this
COUNtIY.eecoacaas [ tesaans ves 416
Number of Natve Pastors.e.eeoeevenns. 142
Number Native Preachers and Catechists, 425
Number Native School Teachers........ 528
Number of Native Helpers..oooann..... 174
Whole number of laborers with Mission 1,2
1,685
The Preas.
Pagesprinted,so far asreported (Turk-
ish, Japan, No. China, and Zulu
MiSSI08) e eenanasenessnncnsanes 20,600,478
The Churches.
Number of Churches....oocviaiaon.l, . 227
Number of Church members, as nearly as
can be learned. covoeaniiaanaall., 17,165
Added during the vear, as nearly as can
be learned, with additions not previous-
Iy reported......... sesessessesanes 2,485
Educational Department.
Number Training, Theological Schools
and Station Classes..eevteciennnns . 29
Number of Pupils in the above......... 1,031
Number Boarding Schools for Girls..... 37
Number of Pupils in same, for Girls.... 2,391
Number Common Schools.ccvevieenans 709
Number of Pupils in Common Schools.. 25,374
Whole Number of Pupils....c..o...... 28,098

. l‘lncluding nine still supported at Sandwich
8lcs.
'I?lncluding eleven at the Sandwich Ielands.
Steps are being taken to overtake
thosc vast territorics opened up in
‘Central Africa by such missionary
pioncers as Livingstone and Stanley.
Not even a resume can be given in
-a necessarily brief editorial, but the
enthusiasm and spirit of the meeting
seems to have been unbounded.
Scventy years ago, this socicty met
in a private parlor, now, not only was
a hall seating three hundred filled,
but two large churches also with the
overflow. ** A little one has become
a thousand.” The following words

consecration dunny the last fifty years, tho
Master is beokoning us forward.  Fle mukes 1t
our privilege to share in the trium‘)h of His
kingdoni, Shall it be ours to fulfil the obli.
gations it imposes "

Our esteemed friend Mr. Hannay,
Sccretary of the English Congrega-
tional Union, won golden opinions
from our American brethren. We
will give an abstiact of his speech in
our next, asour columns are crowded
this weck.

REV. R. w. WALLACE.

We abridge from the London
Daily Advertiser an account of the
farewel! of the London Church to its
pastor. We have before expressed
our regret at losing Mr. Wallace from
Canada, and we would do so again.
We can ill spare such men as he,
We shall miss him, too, in the
INDEPENDENT, to which he hasbeen
a frequent and welcome contributor.
We trust that trom the * City of the
Straits” we may still receive words
of cheer and help.  We are sure that
our readers will join his Church in
the Apostolic benediction, and say
“The grace of our Lord jesus Christ
be with you.”

On sabbath last and last night were held
closing services and getherings in conuection
with the retirement of the Rev. R. W. Wal.
lace, AL A., B. D., from the partorate of the
Cougregational Church, of London, to takeu
work 1n conncction with the Congregationa
Body in the City of Detroit.

Ta the farewell Sabbath services, which were
crowidled with learers, some intercsting facts
and figures wero alluded to. When Mr. Wal.
Ince, mine yeara ago, first mado theacquantance
of his hearcrs, tuoy were housed in the old
frame church on King Streot, and since then
they had rvomoved to the present beautiful
building, which stood as a monument, on the
main street, to Christianity, and to_what self.
sacrifice, and the voluntary principle could ac-
complish. The aunual revenuo then had been
$1,100, but at the distance of nine years it had
been raised to $3,000. In 1871 the personal
property had been valued st 87,600, and now it
reached $20,000, with bright prospects of clear-
ing away the existing debt of $3,000 on tho
now church. Financially their work had been
a success, and this, through a series of years,
which had been marked by depression and
trisle. The momborship at tho time he as.

)
samed « pargo numbered 139, and of theee,
sevan’~n had passed away to their heavenly
rest, and 47 had removed to varions loealities.
S~ that Imt 71 of the baud ho had met on that
bright June morning in 1871 yet romained.
During his pastorato 231 persons had been
united to tho church, and of thoese 88 had re.
moved and 5 had died. ‘Thoe present momber.
shir wag 220, and in consuleration of the caro
which had beon observed in receiving members,
and the stringency of tho times, thero was
causo for the wariest gratification, He nsked
the congregation, in couclusion, to feel on-
couraged to go on in the good work, and he
could "assure them ho would always hear of
their success with gratitude and pleasure,

In the afterwoan, at the Subbath school,
Mr, and Mra, W ulice were prosented with an
address by the saperintondent, Mr, A, T, H.
Jolhiuston, on Velalf of the scholars and teach-

8.

At the evening acrvico the rougregation was
vory lurge. henches being required in tho
aisles. The teat was taken from 2u0d Cor.,
13th chapter and  11th  verso .—'* Finally,
brethren, farewell. Bo yo perfect, be of good
comfurt. bo of ono mind, live in peace, and
the God of love and poace shall be with you."

At the farewall tea-meeting the church was
woll filled Inst mghl and it was necessaay to
have the tables set twive.  Mr. 1. Mathewsun
was voted into the chair,

‘T'he Chairman made a fow appropriate re-
marks, commenting on Mr. Wallace's excel-
lenco as o preacher. and on thoe loss sustaned
by the sharch in his retirement.

Mr. T, Allen then read the following

ADDRESN,

To Rev. Rev. R. W, Wallaco, M. A, B. D.
Report of the Committee appointed to pre-
pare a resolution in reference to the re-

;novul to Dotroit of the Rev. R, W. Wal.

ace,

‘The members of the Congregational Church,
of London, Oufario, learning with regret of
the contenplated removal to Detruit of then
pastor, Mr. Wallace, desive to place upon
record their sense of the loss the church sus-
taius in his resignation of the pastorate. Mr.
Wallace camo to London as s first charge g
after leaving College, Suime nine years have
swiftly passed away since that induction ser-
vice, many a chango being marked by thoe
passing anniversaries, and many a memory—
now joyous, now tender, now sad -leaving 1n-
prints of an indelible character. During all
these years our }mtor has expended bis strength
in the service of this church--the preaching of
the Word of the Gospel having been specially
vigorous, attractive, and, wa are happy to nd(f,
under God, effective to conversion and up-
building. During his ministry this beautiful
building in which we now worship was erect-
ed, the completion of which is in no swmall de-

gree attrihutable to his constant attendance,
unvarymg interest, and valuable assistance as |
momber of the Builling Cummuttee. Vur;
pastor, having decided to accept the call frum
Detrait, we desiré to place on record our opin-
ion that he made the matter one of loyal duty,
sincerely believing his ultimate decision to be
in the path of wisdom and uscfulness. It is |
the carnest desire of this Church that Mr,
Wallace's new associations, his change of
sphere, his contact with new minds and new
thoughts, may resnlt in a larger development,
st 11 of all true manliness and Christian graces.
It is n matter of much satisfaction that this re-
moval takes place not in strife, but in amity ;
not with recriminations, but with mutual es-
teemn and mutual good wishes. It is our hope
to be able to meet Mr. “Wallace oceasionally in
the pulpit and in the lecture-room of this
Church, as_his new duties and opportunities
may permit, when he may be assured of a
hearty welcome. We include in these kindly
feelings his estecemed wife, desiring for her all
divinest gifts in rich abnudance. And now,
we may sum up our good wishes by addressing
both in the words of Paul the Apostle: * The

graco of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”
Signed on hehalf of the Church and Congre-

gation,

H. Matuewsoy,

H. TousLAND,

Taro. ALLEN,
Jonx CaMERON,

At the same time Mr. Tousland. another
member of the Commiitee, handed Mr, Wal-
lace a purse contaimng the present of'a month's |
additional salary. as a mark of good-will. The
address which was beautifully engrossed, was
exccuted by Mr. Cox, of the office of Tracey &
Durand.

Mr. Wallace made an admirable address in |
reply, reviewing his nine vears’ Iab.ars in the
church, the good-will of the people, their bear- |
ing with his enrli{ serinons, and -her allowing |
him the fullest liberty of oprech. He partes
from them full of desire to hear in the future
of the welfare of this church, of the welfare of
all the churches.

Mr. John Cameron, Rev. J. H. Robinson,
Rov. W. II. Allworth, and Rev. J. A, Murmay
successively addressed the meeting.

Tho meeting was Ycrvndcd by the most har-
monious feeling, and Mr. Wallace may well be |
gratified with tho varions wonds and manifesta-
ticns of good-will, which have attended his ve-

retted departure from the pastorate of tho
§.ondon Congregational Church.

Committee,

CHURCH ATTENDANCE.
(NO. 3)

And when youn et people there—uge
them wwell 7 ey some one—and not  the
dullest amd most awkward per<on of the
chureh  be n the lobby or aisle, rendy
to take evaty stranger, coutteonsly to a
good seat. Al let sume of tho leading
members gpenk to the stenmger before he
gets awny ¢ and invite hin to come again,
And, abont the sceond or third thme, ask
“Shall  mention your name to our pastor,
so that he can eall on you?" 'If he
assents, the pastor's way is clear.  And
having once assented —even if rather un
willingly, he will consider himself committ.
ed to receive the visit.  Better however, if
our supposed = usher,” and our supposed
“leading member™ were cne nud the
same person. A\ leading member in a
leading Church in Ontario once smd to
me, “thero are twelve of us here, who
take turns, two and two, as volunteer
*ushers;” and serve a month at a time;
taking thus a term twice a year. It was
at notody’s request—just an idea of our
own; and it works very well” 1 know
not of a better plan, and 1 think these
“ volunteers” would themselves feel much
pleasure in the daty., I recommended
this plan, in a former pastorate, and got
two members without diflienlty, to begin.
The only thing that seemed to interfere
with the carrving out the plan in its
entirety, was that, at the end of the
month, they had no thought of laying
down the duties, but kept on without
chaunge, ur the desire of change! I at
least, got two goud ushers—one of
whom was the most influential man n
the Church. .\fter all the difterent plans
and experiments that have been tried, it
seems to be settling down asan accepted
conclusion that “free scats” are Dbest.
True, yon may got twa dollars and a h. if
from a y.ung man who comes about fulf
the time, for a “sitting ;™ or four dollars
from another man, for seats for himself
and wife—when perhaps they would not
put down those sums on the subscription-
roll of the Church. But you lose other.
wise. Many members, having paid for
their “pew,” think no piore can reason.
ably be demsnded of them.  And many
persons may be bindered from dropying
in—w hyu might becume regular * hearers™
—just because “the pews are rented ;"
and they don’t like to trepass on other
people’s property —and this looks like it,
Worse still, when the pews are sold ; anit
are the heritable property of a famnly,
Nobody likes to intrude — for “intrusion”
it secins to be—into such property. And
evan if there are pews in the same baild-
ing not sold, a stranger has heard of pews
there being “owned™ by people, and
does not go.

At the same time, try to have each
family sit together in one pew. Boys
from twelve to eighteen, who don’t know
any better than to behave il when a
number of them get together, will slip in
back-seats, away from father and mother,
ifthey can! Itis, I think, one good
outward sign of a man's “having his
children in subjection, with all gravity,”
when he has them march in—s beautitul
family procetsion—to the aceustomed
seat in the House of God. AndI cannot
receive at its face-value, the profusely
decorated prayer of the man in the
front seat, when I sce his son in a back
seat, busy on muschief? A friend of
wine, annoyed for the twenti *a tims, by
such a boy, left the pulpit one day, with
the hymn-book in his hand, from which
he had just announced a hymn, and seized
the boy by the-arm, led him up the aisle,
aud pushed him into his father’s seat. He
did not misbehave again !

Some congregations have acquired the
habit.(bad habits are easily acquired !) of
lounging outside, until the Minister rises
to begin the service. Great punctuality
on the parl of the Minister, a little
promptness in beginning at the very
minute, and an occasional mild tunt
from the pulpit on the subject, wiil—
gradually—cure the evil,



