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iktînct iît)hntlte ini the Chulrchi. T1he paitîîr was helil to bc nothig- more than a
broilher, requesteti hy bis lîrettiren te miiniiter te tlîeir edificttion by the iise of
t;tit gifts ne hie ilight have. No) autherîty wns supposeil te belong te his poisition.
Noi hoilour wasï te lie given te hîini on tîccouint of' bis office. Hie %as te lie
estrenid offly for his werki> 8ake ; and bis "wevrk," by a misinterpretsttion of
the Apostle'8 langtiage, wvas lield te inean the suni of' ruch tirîgs as lie nctuadly
did-n<'t the affice or se. vice te wnicht lie was cîîlled. T ien atrtettec
'reveretid) vras hield to e o ttle short of prof.nity. It was even held giiiftil to

eal hiui l'a minister of Christ " aîîd it is not many years since 1 %vas myseif
rel>iiked in the Comîtnittee Room of the Congregatienal Union, by an aged brothler,
for se) isiiproper an application of a title belongi ng only te the Apostles of Christ.
'l'lie uise by pastors of' atny distirictive dresq, thmi'îngh not going beyond the Ma~ck
ceat and White neckclt>tlî, wvas held tu lie a siliful afrectin& of worldly d<liitv.
andl of a piece with the use (if the tensuire in the Church of Rome, In shiort, the
temdeiicy was te lower thîe pastoral illie, and obliterate entirely the distinction
whicls die lioldùîig cf t cîinferred ie tite Chtircli. Wc bave nov, I believe, if net
wheifly, yet to a gtreat extent, got rid of tiiese pernicieuis ideais. Osir cheurches
itîl%., i geiieral, receignise li the pastîîrato a distinct offixc, ~o whiclh men are te
bie called on the greunid that they are flute4l te discharge its dtics, and tne ~hicli
they tire te bie siîlcmîîly set apart. lu this officce they reverence the inistitilte (>f
Ci!îri4î ; and thley are wiîlling te gîve hocour te, the hlders of it for the sak' (if
the o'ffice wvllicl lie helds. 1v is ne I eger liel thlat Ille duties of' the paster ire
te lie determined liv Ille contract; hiwenbi and the ctngrega-tien te %whicli hie
mniîters, and tlîat lus oicial auts derive authority simply frem the consent of
thie eiurelh ever wliscls hit presides. With a j ester andi more reverend sens"e of
(lie -tireni.tcy cf Christ ia Ilis own lieiuse, it iq now i' eld taat the duties cf the
pamtor are determsined by Ilis Word, and thiat the authority of the paîdîir is
deril£ed frea M8s institute. ecniigtho distinctivetiess3 of the pzistor's
po)sitioni, they reiluire thiat lie should %we>r a distinctive dress ; thouegh, with a
logiel inonsistency unkown ta our fatliers, they stil'i cotinue te eliject te the
use Of th-it partieulair ferîn of distinctive dress which che fasltien of the polpit lias
iw reîîdered ceminto-tlîo gown and bands9, forgetting that if the argument

ag-ainý.t ltem is wuirth anythintz it is vttlidl agaîrust <il distineive eostume, and
t lut (as Mr. Ilaldane pîtti it) it mak-es ne ptossib'e difference whether it lie bY a
gîiwn, a hand tied under the chin, or a bhwvk eat, tbîît the distinction is etfFucted.
Thore is but )ne alternative lucre -.-Eitber tliere must bi ne distinctive dress at
al-.tnd in tlîat cas3e %ve shaîl sec our pamîers disporting in ail the variev-y of
coustumne wichel caprice or taste may dictate-er the ride by whlich, thîe lartieuiar
dress tliat shahti disting<ui-hi the ininister mutst bie tlîat wbicli the generiti usage
deternmintos te ho the fashien of Ille pîulpit.

1 wish 1 cotild speaik with more ertainty tiien I feel myself at liberty te spetik
on the third peint, in respect of wbich vre have g1tined an advance upon those
who îîcted in the fiounding of our chetrchecs. Trhat peint respects the manner and
di'ree in whicb christian churebes cf later tinies are te take the apestolie churches

as hi idl 3 u ahes the prînciple wvas iidopted, in aIl its uniqeuitiied
extent. that this niedel is te bie followed wihh scrupulous 5ind censcienti>usî exauc-
titudle; that netbinrg which %ve flnd in the Apostuîic churclies atre wve at libierty te
oinit; iluat notlui ng which we dio ni>t fmnd in theni are wve at liberty te introdece
int o tr ewn organiz.iiion and practice ; and, Li the severity of their logical
ceuusistency they did net hesitate te ltreduce usages which in our day are
inconvectient, luidicrous, or itsdecent ; îhey thueuglut there ivas a special propriety
in hoîlding their meetings ini an upper reeni ; they addressed each. other as
brothler thuis and sister thuat.; and they even ventured te observe as an erdinance
of Christ, the ki8s cf charity. Such extravagances cured tbemûselves, and se011
died eut; but the prineiple ivhiieh !ogically and legitiin. itely led te thein unfor-
tutmtely rernaiaed, and bas done ne sinall evil, 1 believe, te our cause. I feair it
still reinins ; nt least, I find that whenever nny new plan, method, or usage Io
propiised, hewever relisonable in itself, however plainly recemrnended by
expedicncy, andhbewever in harunonity %ih the grent principles of pe>li£y on which
Our churches are' feunded, tiiese wlie are oppesed te it flnd ne moes of resistitio


