166 THE MONTILY RETIRDL OF
Seattith « rauwona have never in the least
degree afl-c1ag the grand distineiive featuras,
cither of onr docreinal ereed or of our eccles.
iastical conatitution,  In so far o3 regards
these, ua difference in diseminible among wve,
The several parties inte shich we have been
divided are o doctrine the snme, in worship
the same, in organisation and discipline the
wine. And thus may we senture to say that
Preshyterinn Seotlar d, notwithstanding those
divieiona with which it is so often reproached, |
is yet substantialle, with veference ro religion,
the mout unitsd Protestant country on the
tuce of the earth, and that it would he well
for same of thove Churches that are inclinel
to hoant of their euperior unity as compared
with us, if they realiv passessed as much of it
in those things in which it i most of al} de-
sirnhle s ourselves.  (Applause)

This substantiat agreement in faith, wor. .
ship, and government, to which 1 have just‘
a lverted as subsisting between our National
Churzh and thase that have xeceded from her,
is donbtless in a high degree matter of aon.
gratulation,  Aad vet in one respect it eannat
otherwise be vegarded than as furnishing ad-
ditional ground for sorrow and humiliation, i
that with a0 muci that is in the judgment of |
all parties of primary importance an which we !

TOE CHCRCH OF 3CUTLAND

lowing th** there seems to he no immmadia-

prospect of onr being actually incorporaie
Preshyterian kinsmen into one United Charea,
there aurely might be a mutual recogmition,

charitable forbearance, un amieable alliane

an interchange of svmpathy, conference, an.,
prayer to a far greater extent than has eve-
been evinced, without any uawarranted con
nromise of our several prinziples. (Applause.
Narv, thare wight even be a brotherly co-oz.
eration in the furtherance of many schemes iy
which we have a commoa interest, and wits
which our pointa of difference have no concern.
(Hear, hear.) Why, for example, should our
Scottish Presbyterian Churches have each
them its own separate mission to the benighn.
ed heathens and to the lost sheep of the hous.
of 4rael, a0 as at once to weaken their eaer.
gies, to dissipate their resources, and, above
all, to presetit a divided front to thors whon
they are seeking to canvert, instead of joining
together in one strong combined etfort to di-
Tuse, alike among Jews and among Gentiles,
the * unsearchable riches of Christ.” (Ap.
plause.)  Why should we not, in like manner,
make common cause in furnishing the mean
of grace to aur countrymen in the DBritish
colonies, who are wisely beginning to see thy
there is no reason for carrying with them to

are entirely agreed, we should yet us to far | the Jands of their adoption those unhappy di-
inferior matters be dsunited. 1can truly say | visions which arose from circumstances alto-
it for myself, and I am confident that I have | gether peculiar 19 the mother-country, and
the h.earty concurrence of many, if not all of | that they can now find a sufficient ground
you, in saving it, that we should kail with un- | of ynion in their common faith and their com.
mingied satisfaction the prospeet, if Gud in i mon Presbyterianism. (Applause.) Inthese,

H s gaod provines should sfford it to us, of
resnion with those other Scoteh Presbyteri-
ans, whose great services in the cause of onr
common Lord we highly aporeciate, and
whase present estrangement from aur fellow-
ﬂup we unfeignedly lament, (Loud applau«e.)
that there are serious difficulties and obatazles
standing for the present in the way of this re-
union, it would be altogether fruitless to de-

and in ather schemes of pious and benefcient
exertion, I see nn reason why our seversl
Presbyterian Churches shouid not,and might
not, without any serious difficulty, and cer.
tainly witnout any unprincipled compromise
of their points of copscientious difference, be
united—appointing a common missionary
board, at which each Church is fairly repre.
sented, and rllotting a set time during the

uy. Atthe same time, I should be mast un- ! session of their Supreme Courts for receiving
wtllmg.to foregn the hope, that, under the'in one great convocation its reports —convey-
overruling providence of our divine Head, | ing it to their instructions, and joining to.
these difficulties and obstacles may eventually | gether in friendly conference and fervent
be removed, and that ere long the way ma'yi prayer for the furtherance of the great work
be openet for the attainment of a consumma- | with which it is intrusted. (Applaase.)
tion #o d:voutly to be wished. (Applause.)| But even if any federal union, or any such
We have geen even greater revolutions of i joint action of our several Churches in their
seatiment, and more unlikely legiclative and | corporate capacity, should for the present be
social changes securring of late ysars—nay, | regarded as unattainable, 1 am very sure of
within this present year—both in onr own ! this, that there is nothing to prevent us, as
and in other lande, than would be nee- ! individual ministers and elders of the Nauona!
essary to the fulfilment of such a hope.  But| Church, from cherishing kindly feelings, cul-
even were it tenfold more distant than it | tivating friendly relations, and extending at
seems to be, it still is o precious that we well | all times a brotherly recognition, & cordial
may be conlent to wait patiently and to pray | sympathy, and s generous support towards
carnestly for its accomplishment. (Applause.) | those in~ other Churches who are invested
In the meanwhile, may 1 bhe pardoned for | with the like offices, and charged with the
augy exting thut much might be done to miti- | same highly onerous and important work.
gate the evils of cur present divided state, | (Applause.) We cannot ignore the iiberality
wure all parties a8 intent as they ought to be | of their contributions, or the earnestness and
on doing it, even though the healing of our | faithfulness of their exertions for the advance-
divisions should by es yet impracticable.  Al- | ment of that good cause whioh is alike dearto



