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There bias recently corne into, niy possession a copy of the first

botanical lectures delivered in America. Just, one hundred years ago,

178S, Doctor Beijamin Waterhouse wvas authorized by -Harvard Uni-

versity to deliver to Ilsucli students as shall obtain permission froin

their parents or guardians, a course of lectures ou Natural History."

The book itself wvas printel ini 1811, but the lectures are corrected up

to, and dated, 1804.
IL is somewlhat ont of place to take Up the time of the meeting

with sucli a paper, but the fact of these lectures being, the beginning

of the teaclîing of botany in this country, and the strangeness of somne of
the views expressed in theni, may give it interest. I shall only refer as
concisely as possible to sonie of the most striking oddities that have at.
tracted my attention.

The lectures folloiv rnuch the saine course ns those delivered at the
present day. Tliey commence with the seed and continue with a con-
sideration of the stem, leaves, buds, blossoms and fruit. Interspersed

are a history of the science of botany, sketches of the lives of Linnaeiîs,

and other of the early botanists, and a history of botanic gardens. The
hast seenis to hiave been suggVested by the fact that suchi a garden wvas
beingt talked of at the UnTiiver-sity at the time.

Ris opening renx±rks seein to imiply that the lectures on other
branches of nlatural history hiad been delivered,and that now lie enteied
tlie field of botany. They also indîcate the nov'ehty, of the subjeet:

"lAs natural h5.stor-y is a subjeet that, lins excited some attention for
more than a dozen years past at the U-niversity in this place ; and as
that brandli of it denominatcd botany lias lately become a topieo0f con-
versation, and likely to become more so, we have thouglht that it would
conduce to good, if w~e laid before the public a few essays on this pîcas-

ant departnient, of nature."
Further on we learn whiat lie proposes :-" Soine of the leading.

principles of this cbarming science wve mean to extend togha series


