154 THE

CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

L

Other important measures have been touched or
arz approached, Among these—Sabbath obser-
vance—the Maine Liguor Law~—Amendment of
the University Charter, and of the Common School
Law.

Mr. Young has resigned his office of Commis-
sioner of Public Works on the ground of differenzes
of opinion with his associates regarding their com-
mercial policy, Mr, Chabot succeeds him, and at1s
said will ably filt the office.

GENERAL.

Energetic measures are being adopted by the
friemds of temperance in various paits of the Pro-
vince to arouse the public mind to a sense of the
evils of intemperance, and to advocate the Maine
Liquor Law as a means of remedying them.
Messrs. Dick, ‘Thornton, and others are doing good
service as Lecturers.  Mr. Gough also has taken
the field again, and in Toronto and Hamilton has
addressed crowded houses with his usual success,
A still more efficient class of advocates is found in
the unhappy victims of the vice, whose misery
and infamy have been speaking ont loud in an un-
usual number of serious accidents and offences.
The secular press scarcely perforins its proper
share of this agitation, though there are honorable
exceptions which we would gladly name.

The interests of public education is securing an
increased amount of attention ant. wnterest through-
out the Province, The press has directed alten-
tion of late to the University ; and it ssto be hoped
that the measures now before the legislature will
provoke more discussion, The people have not
yet learned to regard this institution as their own;
and anything which will make the public aware
of the fact—that it is no longer the Bishop’s—will
do the University and the public alike a faveur, We
would fain persuade those who have the manage-
ment of its interests, to address themselves to po-
pular symipathy, and invite popular support. This
much, at least, might be perfectly consistent with
academical diguity, that they should take a litile
pains to keep the public informed of the condition
of the University, its arrangements, and its terms.
From a want of such information, the youth of
Canada are going iuto a forcign country, in pur-
suitofaliberal education,and are attending colleges
there in every respect inferior to our own. 1f the
University alone suffered on this account we should
be less disposed to complain, but there are conse-
quences to the Provinee which it is impossible to
estimate in the alicnation of youthful affections,
the cultivation of unsuitable habits and views, and
especially in the substitntion of a superficial smat-
tering for a good education. The Senate might
be expected to have practical men enough in it to
devise and carry out some plan to bring the Uni-
versity within the knowledge and interest of the
peopleof Canada.  And the people of Canada may
then be expected to have common sense cnough to
perccive where their true interestsand the interests
of their children lie, to sustain their own University
and turn a deaf car to the Peler Funks of cducation,
the drammers and canvassers of little Sectarian
schools diguified with the name of Universitics and
Colleges.

There is a continual uncasiness on the part of
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the Colonial Episcopacy, which it wowld be swell trial relations, ft will reach our whole nationa)
to quict, and we fear that the Derbyite mumstry  character, mfuse new hfe in the whole social sys-
will rather minister to it.  Its Bishops and clergy , tem, and for good or evil will be felt in the woral
will persist in the delusion that it is just the same | and intellectual condition of the whole pupulation.

sort of established thing in the colonies that it is in
England.  Yet their own necessitivs as well agthe
snubbing to which their ecclesiastical vamty 1
constantly exposing themn, nught open ther eyes.
For justance, and it is a cunious fact, while the
drummers awd canvassers of American Sectariun
Schools are operating upon the fuelings and inex-
perience of other denominations hese in behalf of
their  so-~called Umversitten, the Episcopalian
hody hicre having got up a seclarin concern iu the
sane spiiet,sends a reverend drummer to the Umited
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States to beg the balance wlich the very ""”""dlunhvnlu.xl cases we may be able to note and

the Bishop has fuled to cujole out of tus allies at
home, Aud then for a lesson of another kind we
may quote the snubbing 10 which the ridiculous
concent of the Bishop of New Brunswick exposed
him by demanding that the mulitary should present
arms to him.  The demand bemg referred 10 the
Duke of Wellington, the old soldier replied that the
only attention the military should pay the Bishop
was to his sermons,

We observe that in the ¢pirit of Dr., Strachan
and this New Branswick dignatary, the Bishops of
their church 1 South Australia, Van Dieman’s
Land, and Victoria, are agituting these colontes
with their ambition and self-wall.  "The law officers
have already declawed that all denomumations are
equal in the colomes, and that 1t1s not in the power
of the Cmwn to elevate any one of them above
another.  But these Bishops are about to seek the
interposition of the British Parliament on their bes
half. It behoves us here to watch therr maneuvies ;
at the same time that we nsist on the obliteration
of every distinguishing mark from the Legwslauon
of this Provinee,

Canads, and the Regular Baptiat Missiorary
Soclety.

The manifest proofs of social and economical
progress meet us evesywhere in Canade, The com-
mencement of that progress dates from the fair
establishment of responsible government over the
ruins of a selfish Compact. And when itis con-
sidered how recent this date is, it will be acknow-
ledaed that in none of the Western States of America
has the developement of natural resources been
more cnergetically or successfully conducted. It
is true that the ruins of the old system yet encum-
ber the field, but the disadvantages of this is in
somie measure compensated by the check it will
impose upon any tendency to excess or extrava.
wance. What is lost in speed will be ganed in
safety.

Whilst we find a source of congratulation in
what has been accomplished, there is yet greater
ground of satisfaction in anticipating the new
career of enterprise and activity upon which the
province is about to start. The great lines of
railread either 1 progress or in contemplation
will exercise an influence on Canadian charace
ter and condition which it is impossible now to
cstimate, This much is certain, that influence
will not be confined to our commercial and indus-
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‘T'o the patriot whose views are limited to the
present and perishing interest of the people the
prospect must be in the highest degree exhilara-
ting. But to the Christian there may be the
grounds ofapprchension in that which the man of
the world regards only with satisfaction. “Yhat
which promotes the economicatl well-being of a
nation does not necessarily advance sparitaal inter-
ests. Davine wivlom has sugyested the peril.
“How hardly shall they that have,riches enter into
the Kingdom of Gad** When we apply thus to

name many who escape the peril, but where it is
applied on & large seale, the history of the world
will sustain it as a universal truth that an influx
of temporal prosperity is followed by the decay of
pure and undetiled religion, In the stimulated
speculation and enterprise which we have in pros-
pect,in the inflated hope of wealth,and keen scramble
for property which will be the sure result of the
increased facilities of transportation and intercom-
munication, and the protitable employment of im-
mense capital, there is, o say the least of it,
occasion of great watchfulness on the part of chris-
tians.  ‘L'he love of riches, the cares of this life,
luxurious indulgence and camal hopes, will endan~
ger the spirituality of those who have named the
name of Jesus, and will choke and tread down the
good seed sown by the way cide, and in stony
places.

In addition to all this we may expect that an
influx of population, attracted by the enterprise
af which we speak, a population morally and re-
ligiously inferior, will greatly add to the spiritual
destitution which we already bewail. Of that
destitution christians of every denomination have
talked long and loud, but they kave done little to
relieve it,  Whatever guilt and reproach there may
be on this score 10 be justly urged against others,
a large measure of both lies atthe doc of Baptists.
It will be a shorter methodof arriving at the truth
in this matter to ask what we have done, than to
ask what have we left undone. What have we
done to supply the religious destitution of this pro-
vince, and what are we doing 2

We shall not discuss either the policy or pro-
pricty of depending upon the agency of foreign so-
cietics to accomplish the work to which God inbis
providence has called us, ror the expediency of
sending our contributions to the support of evan-
gelical laborers by way of a New York Board.
What we desire is that the gospel be preached to
the perishing: if any prefer to aid in the accom-
plishment of thisend thro’ such channels we have
no quarrel with their choice. But there are those
amongst us who have arrived at the conclusion
that ifthis object is ever to be accomphshed it
must be done, through the blessing of God, by
home cfforts aud a homecagency. Thereisa max-
im in worldly policy which is not inapplicable to
the spiritual exigencices of the Province.

¢ Who would be free, themselves must strike the
blow.”? .



