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which there seems to be as weighty rea-
sons as ever, there be an acknowlede-
ment of the great guilt of this land, in
having gone on intosuch a course of
ba kshdinz contrary to the word of God,
and the ehligetin these lunds are vader
to promote refrmation, by eur corcnants
national and soleioe Loagu, o oand that
they make a fuil wnd particalas enumera-
tion of the steps of defeetion thar Lave
been made in our day, according to tae
pattera of retormation in the word, and
the example of our aucestors, ia retform-
jug periods of ths churech; purticwarly
in the years 1653, 1616, aml 1645,

2. The Act, Declaration and Testimo-
ny : for the doctrine, worship, discipline,
and governmeut of the Church of Scot-
land ; aarecavle to the word of God, the
Confussion of Faith, the National Cove-
nant of Scotland, and the Solemn League
and Covenant of the three Nations, was
agreed to by the Associate Presbytery in
Decesmber 1736, In the approving part
of that Testimony, they ¢ with thanktal
hearts acknowled re and bear record un-
to the womnlertul power, arace and gooil-
ness of God” in his many great and won-
derful appearances in tehaltof the church
and land  Among the various particu-
lars which they refer to with <o much
thankfalness to God, the following miay
be noticed as distinetly involving the idea
of national actings in bebalf of religion :
*that in the vear 1570, the Pope’s au-
thority was abolished in Scotland : And
the first Confession of Faith (direcred
pa.iuly amainst the errors und abominati-
ons of the Church of Rowe, the great

soint against which the testimeny of the

ord’s witnesses was then stated.) was
ratified and approven by the Parli tment.”
—¢ And all the preces of the reformari-
on then attained unto, were catiie { and
approven by the Parliconent anse 1532 ;
excepiing tha' patronage, whith was ex-
pressly condemned in the Second Book
of Discipiine, was approven by the said
act of Pariiament.——Ia gra-clul acknow-
ledgem -t of which rare and singular
mercies, and for their own muinal
strength and support against the common
encany, the natonal covenant, having
been first subseribed by the King and his
household in the year 1580, was subscrib-
ed by persons of all ranks, anno 1381;
and again by all ranks of persons in the
year 1590, This covenant, relating to
tise reformed veligion then professed in
Scotland, and more particularly express-
ed n the Large Contession of Faith, was
sworn with much cheerfulness and glad-
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ness of heart; we whole land rejoiced at
the oath of (od. And by this solemn
oath and Covenant, this Kingdom made
a national surrender of themselves to the
Lord ; and bound and obiized, both them-
seives and their postenty, o cleave o the.
truthe ot God, and to the observation of
Lis laws, ovdinaaces, and institutions” |

= And, teough the detevmination of
this s v [at Glasgow, 16387, were
much opposed by a popich and preinis
pariy: et drongd the good hand of Guid
upun Lis sevvants and people, the Retor-
wmation then began and carvied on was
catijicd an'l confirmed by the second Par-
lianent of King Charles 1. anno 1640,
the last session of which Parliament was
countenanced by the King's presence,
annc 1641.  And trom this time tll the
year 1650, the building of the House of
God went on prosperously and success-
fully ”

3% A few yeoars before the Secession
oceurred, Mr. Glass, Minister at Tealing,
having been  propagating some peculiir
tenets that he had embraced, was brought
under the diseipline of the church, and
deposed from the oilice of the ministry.
Application w.s subsequently made fora
reiaxation of the censure 1hat had  been
wtlicted upon him, and the General As.
sembly, in 1739, passed an act “taking
oil the sentence of deposition from the of-
fice of the ministry passed, by the Com-
mission of the General Assembly the 12th
March, 1730, against Mr. John Glass, late
minister of Tealing, on account of some
principles not inconsistent with "us being
a mimster, and restoring him to the cha-
racter of a wminister of the gospel of Christ,
but declaring notwishstanding, that he is
net to be esteemed a minister of the s-
tabiiskied Chureh of Scorland, or capable
to be called and suttled therein, until be
shall renounce tie principles embraced
by him, that are inconsistent with \4e con-
stitution of this Church.”  When the Se-
ceders of the Burgher connexion, in
1738, published their Re-exhibitior. of
the Fustimony, they extended their tes-
timony to scveral heads of grievances
which had oceurred since the first Seces-
sion. in order to show that grounds of se-
cession from  the judicatories of the Es.
tablishment were even stronger and more
cxtensive than they had been in 1733 —
The second head of grievances is, « The
General Assemblies of this church have
petseyered in dismissing from the bar,
without an adequate censure, such of
their members as were impeached of pal-
pable and gross errors;” and the first in-




