
/0 External Religious Mouements.

We hiave nowv to consider the hist and the gravest feature of
this question, namely, the ineaningr of these organizations or
developmients to the Churchi at large, and iii this wvo rnust have
especial reg(,ard to the tendency to criticise and to condein thiem
under thoir guidance of a spirit perhiaps more akin to that of the
Pharisee thani we would like to believo.

llow have thiey corne, into beingr? is a question whichi we are
bound to -,nsw'er as memibers of the Churchi froni whichi they
sprang. Even if they were but the fungus growths, the ghiastly
caricatures of life whieli appear upon the trunks of décaying
trees, it would be the duty of thougrhtful persons to take notice
of thern and enquire into the nature of the decay wiceh their
presence indicates. Aniathemas or ridicule directed against the
evidences of a lowv or impaired vitality are quite valueless. They
are indeed the surest evidences of that spiritual atrophy in our-
selves which, we conden in others.

1 havie alrea(ly stated that the existence of these separate bodies
and their divergence froin the chur-cl is presuinptive evidence
of an imperfection i the chiurchi in the direction indicated by
the features of doctrine aiid practice wvhichi these organizations
Iay special stress upon. They naturally give promninence to those
things whichl they have felt the need of, and whicli they have
found in their departure fromn the church.

As 1 have said, they are apt to be wietu fungled -%,.ithi their
views, and, as a consequence, to undervalue ani even to iiiisrepre-
sent those things wvhîch. they have left beinid thein; and their
departure inay have been mnore or less dlue to contention or rest-
lessn-eNs and an uniwilliingness to submit to the restraints of
authority, and. whien the now standard is raised thiere wvill be no
lack of men and woinen to take their places under the iiew flag.
Stili, niaking ail allowvance for these thiingrs, it is the wisdorit of
the churchi to examine lier o'vn positioni to see wlîat truth there
may ho iii the Charge against hier implied ini the departure of
lier chidren frorn their home.

If this bo donc it w~ill usually bo found that the articles of the
newly formed faith, as they are omnbodied and expressed in an
avtive prop)agandismn, are the cnlargred and exaçgerated counter-
parts of the defeets ini the churchi herseif in lier sacred ofice as
the dispenser of the gifts of the Holy Gliost to those who are


