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Closer study o! Samnuel and Chronîclea, how-
ave, makea it dîfficuit to accept thia view, and
there are reazons for believing that when the
arkt was brought to Zion Jerusalere had been
tha capital of the nation for as long at least au
fourteen yaara. From 1 Chron. 13. 5) we learn
that the case msie of Israci now assemblesi
&ame !rom, as far soutb as "Shibor, the brook
of Egypt" and from as far north as "the en-
trance o! Hamatb," which can oniy mean that
already David'@ mont notable conquesta o!
neigbboring nations basi been made. We are
toid, too, that soe, at least, of bis tons were
now adulta. The fulier account in Chronicles
Indicates that "tbe choaen men" included dis-
tinguished citizen, as weii as soldiers. the very
hast men, 'ail that were eiect." That thora
were priesîs and Levitos among tbem in obown
by tbe teat o! tbe story. and the reterence to
tributary countries (already aliuded to) prob-
ably Implies tint tbe Hehrew officiais who un-
der David governed thoae countriea were cep-
raented in thia great gathering. Tbe very
large number, thirfi, fhoasad, was reachesi ln a

* spirit o! pomp and glorification.
IL David Grose, and trece tsth ail the people.

ln a magnificent procession the assembly pro-
ceeded to eecort the ark. Bosle of Judals
t"Baaie-Judah']. KirJatb-jearim. About sev-
anty yeaca belore this the ark o! Gosi, bav-
lig been captured from lerael by the Philis-
tines, bad wrought aucb disaster amoseg them
that il was bastily ceturned to Israei. At Betb-
shemeb, wbere It was ficst astablisbed on lU
retucn, Il was treated witb discegard, and a
vacy unusuai number o! deatis was attributeti
tu Its presence ami punitive power. 'In terrer
the people thon sent It to KfirJatb-Jeacim, andi
appointed prleats to keap It wlth proper rover-
anc.. Appacentir it basi been pecmItted tu re-
main thora during ail o! the public careers o!
Samuel, Sani, and Davidi, unil the present
time. It wan the unique symboi o! Jebovab.
the place o! residence o! the Gosi of Israel; and

* yet, foc severni tessons apparently, oniy soe
o! wbicb can now ha tracad, Klrjath-jeacim
wu flot and nover bad heen populariy regarded
aU the religions renter o! Israel. David, sup-
ported by the convictions o! bis public mon,
now fait that the place for the ark was ln the
political venter o! tha nation. andi wlth pomp
tesy aun about tu baiag it thora The ceai of
the venus e wiil sonaidar in thea phxas.oioa
ci tha éminent, Raviaars: -g bria4 tp .front
thin fhe arA of Qed, rhich is maited f1. Nass,
mona the nome et Jehoeah, of hontfa fIef sstfo! h

ahott the charabia. Tha exact posture of ths
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golden cberubim wbicb ware piaced one on eaeb
side o! the cocer o! the ack over the two table,
of atone le flot clear, but the cover wsie annualy
sprinkied wltb blood as an atonoment or propi-
tiation for tscael, and la constantly tbought o!
and ailudesi to as the Mercy Beat, tbe reatlng
place o! the manifestesi proaence o! larael's Gosi.

3. TAcg se! the ark of Ood tposs a acew cart.
wblch conduct spparontly Il Sam. ti. 7) was
more in accordance wlth Philistinse thon witi,
lorselite roligions observance. David eîther dii
flot know or dii fl caro about tbe Leviticai
lave. When in youib Samuel bad anointosi lii,
the Spirit o! Gosi came upon hlm and made-
hlm, peculiariy effective in bis work as a leader.
But es we watcb bis career .(ieaving out ot
consideration psaima the dates o! whicb cannot
ha givon preclsely> we ara Impressod more b
bis great politiel and mililtary abilities, biý
worldly astuteneaa andi gonlus for goverfiment.
than we ara by bis spiritualiti,. Cosnsopolltan-
Imm, whlch became the fashion under bis son
Solomon, seema to bave talnted hlm, and bis
courtly magnificence wae aiready depeodent, if
our cbronology lis approximately correct, on
Pboenician artiste and on Damascene mer-
chants. Apparently ho waa butent on weaving
into one great empire the klngdom o! Judal,.
the kingdom o! lsrael. andi the conqueresi king
doms: and ho seouts to have lgnored the cere-
montai lates o! lersel, which orderesi that tIr-
ark shouid ha carclesi oniy on the shoulders o!
Levîtea, and that sens of Aaron only rouisi a(-
ceptahly perforut the services connectes with
public worahip. The homne of Ab.aadab ["the
bill"]. This man apparontly basi long been
dead, but the bouse or temple ln whicb the ark
was kept vas stili ld hWy bis Dame. (hbeah
mens '*bill," wbether or not It la heca a proper
name va do not know. Bon@. Descendants.

&. AAio vent before the ark, whlch seams ta
lmply that Usuh folloved i I

5. Ail the homse of l.rcel. Dy lie ropre-
omtetIvea; sea verse 1. Tiha sstals o! thi%
verso It le Impossible ezactly to reproduce.
Moat o! the musie vas made by stcinged in.
struments. Thora wa aise vocal muniec-"witi
ail thoir might; aven vlth songe" (Chronicos I.

Thora vare religions dances. ton, itrobabi, "cm.
lutions and marchlng figures." The whoie pet.
formance must have hma magnificent, and ire
motive vas, generaiiy speaking. religions, bot
thora vas a gaoaral lack of reverence ln Il, and,
as va have seen, utter noglect o! Ood's or.
dinnts

S. Nae,* ths'sahdag la... Whlch vam
henceforth ta hava a melaacholy fauta hecause

m
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