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-3. RAPID AIrHIMETIC.

Rapid calcflati iii the simple ries of arithmetic is sys-
tematical!y p)ractised hy ail pupils. This worki is flot cou-
fined to ofne year or one grde,. but is takien progrressively
thromighouit the school course. Au exercise of this kind is
taketn once a week. Teut minutes xvi]1 suffice for sueh a
lessoui. Ilu Montreal we use a series of thirty-six gwraded
exercises l'or rapid work. Each set is printed on a separate
slip of paper. room being Iefî. for writing the answers.
These papors, as they cost only a few cents per hundred,
may be thrown away after they have been used. A stock
is kzept iii eachi sehool, and teachiers select su4ch exercises as
best suit their purpose. In this xvay skill and fâcility ini
r.apid computation are secured and maintained.

4. ELEINENTAnY ARiTL{mnTic SHOULI) BE PftACTICÂIL.

Care must be taken to give probleins that are .likely to be
met with iii every-day life. Long examples which discour-
age liddsritftl hlrnare to be avoided. . .F

In ratios he als, orfindingrL .A.adH .F
noed not he taugrht. for no examples in which. these cannot
b)e fotund by inspection, shoudd be giren.

In decimals practicalness recogrnizes the necessity of oh-
tainingv resuits accurate t.o only a limited number of frac-
tional places. Two places give resuits accurate to the
and three plac.es tob the ï,.<,'u part, of a t.uIL Farther dhan
this it is uiot necessary to go in elementary work. For this
reasoni recurring decimuals have no place iii the elementary
course.

lu the tables of denominate numbers ail obsolete audl un-
tistal denominations may 1 e omaitted. This part of the
course, and indeed the -%vhole subjeet of business arithmetie
is strictly utilitariaui. I'îactical utility should therefore be
the controlling elenent iii the exercises employed. The
daily necessities of the house. the shop, the office, indicate
the genieral character or the selections to be mnade, and will
furnish as gcood mental discipline iii calculation and analy-

ssas others of a less severely practical character.
1 have said that àrithmetic in the Public Schools of this

citv has showuî a rnarkcd improvemnent during the past few
years. In testing the l)rogress and proficiency of our papils
at the end of each year we now gi*ve four tests:


