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personages ; one wvho stili lives and walks amiong lus people "1by the
majesty of meniory and the strength of exanuple ;" wvhose influence
coming down throughi successive generations of Irishimen, has spread
ta every country of the world, and wvill be feit to the end of time. In
this8 respect our author has certaïnly an advantage over other epic
writers derived fromn the fact that his leading personage is a hero in,
the truest sense of the wvord, and as such, 16 universally recognized as
adrnirably fitted to inform, an heroie tale with the spirit of real heroism.
As regards the subordinate characters that find place in an epic, they
are naturally expected to display the features of luuman nature; they
must moreover always bear the stam-p of consistency and unitormity,
and be %vell supported throughout. T1he nature anud object of this.
species of writing inakes it imperative that the leading actors of the-
story be of a type to excite love ýand admiration, rather thari hatred and
contemjt ; at the same timie the introduction of imperfect, or positively
vicious characters, is flot only allowvable, but commiendable in as much
as it adds the charm of variety, and gives more life and naturalness to
the tale. It is in the characteristical part that De Vere seems chiefly-
to excel. His characters are almost without exception finely drawn-
and wvell supported . Besides, the leading figures, ab suited the epic-
plan, are virtuous ; and yet there is flot lacking a certain intermixture
of the indifférent and wicked class, suchas Derbal, MfacKyle, and-
Mitcho, sufficient at least to provide against rnonotony. In fact the
work presents us with a really remiarkab!e variety of characters, men,.
saints, angeis, and dernons, and in every case the delineation 16 of
such a high order, as to place the writer in a foremost rank amiong the-
exponients of the art of pen-portraiture.

Besides the human actors that find place in an epic oocmn, there-
is usually anothier class of personages of considerable' importance,.
nanuely the gods, or supernaturai beings, on whom the plot is often.
muade, in great measure, to depend. This brings us to the consideration
of whaf is known as the rnachinery. Concerning the importance of
this frature critics are greatly at variance ; some being of the opinionr
that it is absolûtely essential to the constitution of an epic; wvhile others go-
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