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The CTentral Erperimental Favm.

1884, Canada’s most important national industry.
agriculture, had settled into a bad rut.  The pro-
//'*T\/f@ duets of our rich and fertile soil were neither abun-
'ii;f“., P dant nor of good quality. Agricultural depression
@\@3 was general.  In 1884 Parliament appointed a Seleet Com-
& mittee fo inquire into conditions ard find out the trouble.
This committee tound the soil fertile and climatic conditions
favorable, while the trouble was found to rest with the farmers
themselves. who. it appears, were, in general, unaequainted with
the needs of the soil and with the best means of working it.

o
WI'I{ING the years nnmediately preceding the year
N\

The remedy for this evil was evident. The farmer must be
educated.  But. how to educate the farmer was a difficult ques-
tion. Immediate relief was needed by the farmers. The commit-
tee therefore recommended that experimental farms be estab-
lished where tests and experiments in all branches of agricul-
ture could be made, and whenee information could he sent out
to the farmers.

Accordingly. in 1886, an Aect was passed. authorizing the
establishment of a Central Experimental Farm at Ottawa. which,
with four Branch Farms, was to form a chain across the Do-
minion. These farms were to carry on investigations into all im-
portant branches of agrienlture, horticulture, and arboriculture.
From these investigations facts were to be acecumulated and re-
ports and bulletins published for the farming communities.

The inanguration of these.farms marked the beginning of a
great advance in Canadian agriculture. The condition of the
farmer has improved wonderfully and the exports of farm pro-
duets have increased enormously. The Dominion Government
encourages inguiries from the farmers. In the last ten years
inquiries by letter have inereased from 70,000 a year to 100,000,
while reports and bulletins during the same period have been
increased by over 100.000. This growing demand for informa-
tion, but, especially, the opening up of new territories, has caused
the establishment of three additional farms and three smaller
station ;.

The Central Experimental Farm is admirably situated. oc-
cupying a high plateau just outside the southwestern houndary




