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CA RNEIE1 LI3RA RIES.

A s tlue ide.. ai rc public libraries is as yct
Aonly beginning tatake root in Canada, it

may perbaps hielp the advance ai wvhat uve believe
ta bc a nîost important movement, ta give somne
account of the system ai frc public libraries ivhicbi
mnay bc said ta owe its existenice ta AMm. Carniegie.
vieî nime re 's gentleman lit, been much beiorc
tc public of. Iè 'e ycars, and not scîdorm lias hoe beeni

roundly abti ý-d, clîarged with inordinate vanity,
cuitting down bis cmploycc's %vages, enricluing him-
ÇcIf by means af a liighly pratective tarifi at the
public ex-pense, and with stindry other things. Wue
arc no apologises for Mr. Carnegie, if hoe needs any,
and tve havç no intentian whiatever af etiteîiig
tîpori any judicial estimate ai his qualities gond
bad. Frankly tve abominate any catîomic princi-
pIe of fiscal policy iii any country, whicli enibles aile
class af thcz people ta enrichf itseli at tht expense
af their fellov-citizens. But if, after their lellow-cit-
iiens by their frc vatcs giving tîîem tItis privîlege,
îhey devote a part of their gains ta advance tlic
public 'veal by faîîndiîîg or endlovinig collegeç atnd
universities, or cstablishing fre public libraries, so
fatr, tvell, we say. That Mr. Carnegie haýs show ni an
admirable*example in this respect ta men ai tveaith,
lia anc %vill deîîy vho, knows ai his benefactioîîs to
his native toîvu and other places in Britain, and
mairc particularly ta Plittsburg, Ohtio, aîîd its vicin-
ity in tlue United States, wluorc he lias chiefly made
his millions, and in tvhich district hoe is specialiy
interested.

The apcning oi the Carnegie Library, wvii
took placr- the other day in Pittsburg, fin~s iurnislhed
the occasion al an article appearing iii theReic
of Reviews for October, ta which we are indebted
for tîte substance af wvhat folloivs. The gifts of
MmI. Carnegie during the past few ycars ta establisli,
or in support ai libraries, have amounted, it is said,
ta nat less tliar three millions ai dollars. The
library in Mr. Carnegie's idea is only the ccentre,
round which, %visely wc think, are grouped other

ieducational agencies for the spread of knntvledge
among th2 people. The establishment and cquip-
rnentjai the Pittsburg frc public library, is the iast,
and craovning one ai a series af measures, vhiciî,
tvithin the past feîv years, Mr. Carnegie lias devis-
cd aîîd carried out for the public good, iii a regian
af the country and amnong a people who may
bc said ta have special claims upon hinm Across
the river Mo non gahecla from Pittsburg isAlleglîenly,
tel' miles south-cast is I3raddock, where the eni-
1ployets of tht Ian-ous Edgar Thomson Steel tvorks,
wvith their families, make their homes; opposite taIil is that place oi evil fame, a lctv years ago, Ilome-
stead ; and four miles beyond it is McKeesport, the
wliole regian containing a population ai abouit hall
a million. IlThousands ai that hall million tire the
fumnaces, -aine tht coal, burn the coke, operate
the ail and gas wells, blow. the glass, and carry on
aIl tht mnanifold industries which have made Alleg-
lîeny County, measurcd by its products, ane ai the
rnost important regions an the face ai the globe."
Hundrcds, besides Mr. Carnegie, have coincd thecir
wealth in this samle district, and lie tvas under no
greater obligation, except that ho bas been mort
lortunate than auy ai themn, ta l ay out his gains in
the wvay lic bas dont. But, in doing as hoe bas, hoe
hias showu an ex-ample, ta mon ai wealth as ta what
they awe their employeccs, which if generally fol-.
Iowed would resuIt anly in the mutual ad'tantagc
Oi emplayers and emplayes, and disarm largeîy the
Prejudices whicb, among ordinary people, natur-
ally arise against millionaires.

Iu ISSi the first steps wvcre taken wbicli mark
the arigin oi the free library systemn in the towns
we have rnentioned, and which has just been prac-
tically completed by the opening of the Pittsburg
library. In that year Mr. Carnegie offéed that
citY $250,000 for tht construction of a public libr-
ir', if it would auuually apprapriate $ i 5,000 for
ils maintenance. Legal difficultirs lay in the wvay
ai the city's makiug any appropriation for such a
Iturpose, wvbich, however, tvere not long in beiug me-
movod. Through apathy the offer tvas not acted
u1pon for some ycars by Pittsburg ; but Allegheny
bec;tired itself, and by offeming a site for a library
and an annual appropriation ai Si 5,000 for its
maintenance, Mr. Carnegie gave $300,ooo ta con-
struct a building contaiuing library rooms ta accomn-
modate 75,000 volumes, a concert hall with a$i
O<V orgdu, and an art gallery. This wvas formally
Oîied by President Harrison ln Fcbruary, i S90.
It nowv contains 30,000 volules ; its latest reparted
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circulation reachcd 1:!,00o Volumnes, and flic pro-
perty now represents a capital of $85o,ooo.

]3cfore the opening of this ILbratry, a snallcr
tvork hand been bcgun and carried out at Mr,
Oarnlegie's ex-pense at liraddGck, ton miles fromn
Pittsburg, the sent of thc principal steel works,
chiefi>' owncd by him, and containing a population
ai f%'o mainly bIsl emnployccs and thecir familics
1ICIu last ycar the circulation of books of variousq
classes amOunlted to 49,013 Il StRti stics show the
reading of history at Braddocc las increased r 2o
pcr cent., language anîd literaturc 13o per cent.
anîd biogr.tphy 9; per cent. Its rcading rn l;
much used during the day and l;k filled iii the
cvening, The attendance i the main readitig
main averages about ioo a day, and in the bnv's
and girl'.% rcading roomn about 75 a day. he
library con.stantly wvorks in co-operation %vith flue
pub'ic scilools, the suilperin tendecilt and tcachers of
wvhich consult with the librarian in dirccting the
readi ng of the pupils."

Pittsburg w~as naturally stimulated by tîxe sighit
oi çuch results, and it notv soughit to avail itself of
Mr. Carniegie's former offer wvlich hiad flot beenl
wholly lust sight of But whcen a comraittee af
citizenr, 'vent ta conter wvith him, to their great suir-
prise thcy wcere informied that that offer must nov
ho %vitlîdrawvn, but still more surpriscd wvere they
to hecar iat, the reason of this %vas because he nio%
corisidercd a quarter of a million dollars too small
a sum ta mecet tlic rcquircments of thec case, and
that lie tiot proposcd to give the full million dol-
lars, on condition that the city wvould appropriate
$4o,-'oa annually for maintenance, and that the
Board af Directors should bc composed hallaol
municipal officiais, and hall ai citizens of bis oivn,
naming. Wlien aIl preliminaries wvere arranged'
and it tvas proposed ta build af stone instead af
brick, Mr. Carnegi2 added $ioo,ooo ta meet the
added ex-pense. Wle cannot enter upon any de-
scription af the building exccpt ta say that, utilîty
lias bcen considered equally as mnuch as, if not more
than, artistic effect. In a word there is the main
library roomn ta hold i 5a,ooo volumes wvith adjoin-
:ng room. fur purposes connccted wvïth the library.
One end ai the building is occupied by the nmusic
hall vh ich scats 2,000 peopl1e, with a stage %.apacity
for Go mu,.:!ans and a chocrus ai 200. Here two
recitals tvill be given each iveek of the ycar %vholly
Irec ta the public. There is an Art wing, and in
another division af the bulding are lecture roomns
and rvoms for the meetings ai scientific societies ;
apartm±nts for museum purposes, and ini tlîe base-
ment are class-rooms. Great care wvill be taken in
tlîe selection af books, as experience at Alleghieny
and ]3raddock showvs tlîat people will read the bcst
literature if it is providcd for them. WViththis
main building. seven branch libraries, or distribut-
ing stationt-, are ta be erccted, for %vhich sites have
been located and will, Mihen ail is flnislicd, have
suitablz buildings erected on them.

Such, brieflv, is the systemr devised largely, anîd
stll marc largely provîded, by Mr. Carne.gie for the
people of Pittsburg and surrounding districts. lIs
wvisdom, beneficence and far-reaching influence for
good none can deny, and the liberality îvhich has
provided the means for it is conspicuous, and
praisewvorthy, and, whatever the donor's lailîngs
rnay be, it is exemplary.

We cannot resist the temptation ta close this
article with thc wvords ai Mr. Carnegie himiself,
sixîce, as hoe has grown up frain bcing a poor boy
to bc a millianaire, it mnay serve ta show others
hatv, if they mnay flot become like him in bis wca!th,
they may at least learn hoiv ta enter upan an
honorable carzcr, and in their wvay use their wealth
ta some good purpose.

IlTbe resuit of my own study of the question, What is
the best gift which cao be given ta a comniunity ?'- says Mr.
Carnegie, Ilis that a free library occupies the flrst place,
provided the community will accept and niaintain it as a
public institution, as mucb a part of the city property as its
public scbools, and indccc, au adjunct ta these. It is no
doubt possible tbat my ovin personal experience rnay bave
led me ta value a fret library beyond aIl other ternms of
bencficence XVhen 1 vias a boy in Pittsburg, Colonel
Anderson, of Allegheny, a name 1 can neyer speak without
feelings of devant gratitude, openeà bis litie library af four
hundred books ta boys. Every Saturday afternoan be was
in attendance himscif at bis borne ta exchange books. No
one but lbe vbo bas feIt it can know the intense ionging
witb whicb the arrivai af Saturday was awaited tirat a new
bock might be bad. My brother and Mr. Phipps, who have
becn my principal business partrers tbrouRh lite, sbared
wilh nie Colonel Anderson's precious generosity, and it wsas
wben revcllingn b tese treasures that I resolved, ifever
wealth carne ta me, that it should be used ta establlsb free
librairies, that other pour boys niigbt receive opportunities
similar ta thase whicb we vert indebted tu that noblemnix."

ELECTRICITY FOR EVERYBODY; ITS NATURE
AND USES EXPLftINEI). By Phuilp Aikinson,
M.A., 1Pa.D ,authnr of Eternents af Static Electrîcîty,
tic. New Yoark: The Century Ca. Toronto: The Copp
Clark Ca. Ltd.

This should bcan exceedingly interestinganduscful baok.as
%el is attractive Ironi lis excellent make up in papier, type andi
illustrations. The abject ai Mi'. Atkinson's book is ta mcci
tbe public dcmand for information in regard ta the nature~
and uses af clectricity, and the variaus kinds af apparatuis
by tvhîch It is generated and einployed, and ta make ecd
toplc sa plain tiaI liv a carefui perusal af the book one bav-
Ing o pre vlaus knowledge af the science mal- obtaina gond
general knowiedge afi i lut al is details. For ihis reason
the style has been adapted ta the needs ai the general read-
ci rather than ta those ai the student. It is tharaugbly up
ta date, aud an excellent index greatly facilitates the use ar
the book.
THE HOI'SE rAIR. Ev James Baldwin. Rîchly tîlus-

trated. 8 vo., Iîzo pages. New York . The Century Ca.
Torontoa Cupp, Clark Ca. Ltd.

T",is is lu everyway a cinrminig book for a child witb
somz fancy and imagination. its style, rnatter and manner
are ail bright, whalesome and impraving. It is a dtlighiful
explanation in part oi the niythology af the Greeks under
the guise ai a glorifled baise show. There are races bie-
Ivicen the steeds Day and Nigbt, chastd by the teau viol!
Skol, and Helios's Four-in-Hand and Selcne's Silver G-ays
viere among the fleet caursers. There are countless entries
ln ibis marvelous fair,-Pcgasus, Mazeppa, I3ucephatus,
Bayard, and Rozinante ; Tom O'Sianter's Maggie, and
the chargers ai C.Tsar, Napoleon, Washington, Grant,
Shieridan, and Lec. Many of thebe are tales of brave ad
venture and stirring hate pictures. This book will appeal
ta ail who lave boises, and ta wide-awake boys in general.
PELOU3ET'S SELECT NOTES ON THE INTERNA-

TIONAL LESSONS FOR i896. Twenîy-secand
annuat velume. W. A. Wilde & Company, 25 Brom.
filtd Street, Boston, Mlass., U.S.

Pelouhet's notes on the oItenational Lessons bave be-
camnea synan ym for gocci waîk, noue better. It mîglit
be sufficient therefore ta sny that the volume for iSg6 is not
inierior ta any ane ai ils predecessors. Tbe matter ai a
book ai tbis kind being gond, and it is goad in ibis case, its
next niost important feature Is ils convenience for use.
This has aIl that could be wlsbed in tbis respect. In ad-
dition ta a veîy full index the publishers bave embellisbred
tbe bock witb eigh t splendid full-page original illustrations
tram photograpbs securcd tbis spîîng in Palestine. Tbey
will prove bath interesting and instructive as being abso-
lutely correct views af the subjecîs illustrated.
TUE STORV 0F JACK ]3ALLISTER'S FORTUNES.

BV Hloward Pyle. New York: The Century Ca.
Toronto : Copp Clark Ca Ltd.

The continuation ai the title ai tbis book is ail tirat is
neccssary ta add ta niake the sublect ai it knovin. It runs
thus la aId style . Il eing the narrative oi the adventures of
a young gentleman ai good family, who was kidnappcd in
the year 1719 and carried ta the plantations af the Contin-
ent ai Virgînia, wbere he telI in witb that faîîxaus rirat
Captain Edward Teach or Blackbeard ; of bis escape from
the pirates, and the rescue ai a young lady frarn out their
bauds." Bert is material enougb for a stury told in a goodly
sized volume wbich will lic read with interest by boys and
loyers ai adventure.

The Biblical World for Ibis manth is anc ai special Inter-
est and value. A fine likeuess ai Dr. Sanday is gîven as
frontlspiece, and accompanyîng it is a sketch afiliât dis-
tinguisbed bîblical scholar and writer by Rev. Wm. Horace
Day. The editarial notes, whicb arc alwavs suggestive,
follow. IlWhy Callest Thou Me Gond ?" is a valuable
theological essay by Dr. Benjamin W. Bacon. "lWbat
Higher Criticisin Is Not "; Blii-îlicai Tbeology . is Hlstory
and Mission " is continucd by Professor Gilbert ; IlAids ta
Bible Readers " ; IlPaul's Letter ta the Rornan's," by Pra-
fessai Burton is a valuable article an a difficult book and
glveS an ecCellent anlisI ai It. Pfofessor BTU.Ce!S 1t--C
turcs aithe University oi Chicago are discussed by Dr. Ed-
mund Buckley. Notes and Opinions and Book Reviews
contaîn the usual varied amount of information. Tht an-
naunicement for i8S96 contains the naines oi many eminent
wiers in the aId woild as vieIl as in the new, and inany imn-
portant subjccts are to be treated by in of the highest abil-
ity. Altogetber thîs religious magazine is grawing in in-
terest and importance. [The University ai Chicago
Press, Chicago, Ill., U.S.]

Thte Presliylc>iant C'olege Jour.na, Montreal, being that
for November,number fiîst,volume filteenîli, is excellent, and
if the promise ai tbis number is fnlfilled in succetding unes il
will do wel. ln addition ta the usual mielange ai a college
journal, it cantaîns the fallowing articles aIl worthy ai read-
ing . I Spiritual Dejection,' a sermon liv Rev. W. T. D.
MaSS, B.A. i "The Minîster's Woîking Theolagy," Profes-
sors Scrimger's address at the opening ai the college ; IlThe
Unity af the Bible ;" IlHaeie Mission Wark;-" a French
essay by Professai Coussiari an IlSincerltv ;" oit tht
"lComparative Study ai Religion," by Rcv. Dr. Barclay and
Professor Campbell's racy '1 Tatks on Books."l P.O. Bo%
42, St. Catherine Street, Mantreal, Qu.

The November Knor: Ca~ilee Monthy contaîns in full
the address at the c'îcuing of the callege by Professer
MacLaren on the impoirtant subject ai IlThe Witness oi tbe
Spirit in Relation ta tht Autbi-;îy and the Inspiration ai
the Scrlptu~re." Rev. Louis H. Jordan, B.A., concludes bis
article af last iaonth witb anc on the Western Reserve
University and bts President. Two other valuable and sug-
gestive articles are "lTht lnîprovement of aur Theologîcai
Seminarlts;" "'Confession af Faltb -vs. Confession ai Love."
Tht misslonary department containis three interestlng com-
munications, and altagether ibis number is one above the
average in ecellence af motter. [F. N. W.Browri, Toronto.]


