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11astot anib people*
TRUST.

Amid earth's changes, Lord,
Its shadows and its feaTs,

Its broken pledges, shattered plans,
Its sorrows and its tears,

Thy children trust Tby own sure word,
And wait the eternal years.

There is no change in Tbee,
Thyseif art steadfast truth

There is no room for grief and care,
No place for woe and ruth;

Witb Thee is every joy and love,
And blessedness and youth.

0 dearest trust in God,
That ligbts our darkest days,

O swcetçst calm that lifts a psalm
Forever to God's praise,

Glad are the pilgrims on the road
Wben He ordains their ways.
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THE VII. PSALM, A MEDITA TION.

REV. W. G. JORDAN! B.D., STRATHROY.

There are two great subjects in the world of
thought, God and man. There are sometimes
said to be two sides of the same subject, and

ia deep sense that is true. In the highest
forizi God reveals Himself as man, and man
cornes to know himself in the ligbt of God's
glory. Philosopby teaches man to know him-
self. Religion caîls upon bim to know aud
serve God. It may be that iu the present life
we cannot kuow either ourselves or God per.
fectly, but that sbould not binder us from
turning our faces towatds the eternal ligbt.
Any earnest endeavor after truth will teach
us the close counection between the life of
God and the experieuce of man.

Sometimes this question " wbat 15 man
is asked in a sceptical or despondent toue by
those wbo thiuk that the life of man is a con-
tradiction or a failure. There is uothing of
that tone in this Psalm. The writer is not
printing his question in a magazine or sub-
mitting it to a company of critics; be is utter-
ing it at the throne of God. It is net se mucb
a questiou as a devout exclamation, a thougbt
that man is both small and great. Small in
comparisoù witb the infinite God, great be-
cause God is good to him. There is in our
time mucb poetry of despair; men wbiue in
elegant lauguage over real or fancied wrougs
and cry out madly against God or fate.. It is
refreshing to turu from this to a song wbich
flows frccly from a grateful heart, and the
burden of wbich is IlO Lord, our Lord, hnw
excellent is Thy name iu ail the earth V>'

This simple little song bas exercised a cheer-
ing, helpful influence during mauy centuries.
It 18 impossible to trace clearly tbrough the
ages the influence of any strong, noble word,
but this ba& lefi three distinct. marks ou New
-Testament teaching, and these may both
prove to us its living power and show us how
tobhandle it ln a broad, generous spirit.

Toîbhe scribes who were annoyed at thè en-
thusiasm of little children, our Lord said, IlHave
ye neyer read, out of the mouths of babes and
sucklings, thon hast perfected praise." He
saw in this Psalm a principle that the scribes
had forgotten. They tbought they showed
their wisdom in cultivating a critical and sus-
picious spirit towards all uew forms of life. But
He showed Lhem that there is a deeper wis-
dom, the wisdom of the child w'hich mauifests
itself in spontaneous wonder and unrestrained

:- way the writer ehows us that he feels the

difference between God's view of man and
nans present condition, and also bis belief
ihat Jesus Christ is the perfect man who fui-
fils the vision of the poet.

The Psalm has mauy lessons for to-day, and
like ail inspired poetry it bas an ever-broad-
ening meaning.

If we are to find a satisfactory solution of
bumau ife we must seek it in the spirit of
praises to God. Tbe beginning and end of
the Psalm is the saine, a joyfal note of praise,
" Lord, our Lord, bow excellent is Thy name
in ail the earîb." Wben this is the first and the
lasi we arceflot surprised ibat the words whicb
come between are words of bopefal gratitude.
What is man and wbat is bis life? Wben
you corne to thai question you cannot con-
quer it by brute force or worldly cunniug. The
wicked man cannot answer it, bis life is faîl of
contradictions and diFappointments. The
careless man cannot deal with it until some
rude sbock awakes bim ; be bas no interest
in it. The sceptic canuot solve it ; be con-
fesses that bhe is in a fog and sees noj ath
clearly before him. It is flot every god!y man
who can bandle it intelligenîly, tbough he may
bave found rest for bimself. But this we
know, ibat tbe man wbo is to shed ligbi upon
our patb must sec God above dwelling in
rigbteousness and glory. He must say:

" God's in bis beaven-
AlI's righî with tbe world"

He who wisbes to have every tbing explain.
cd before be can praise God will fiud thai he
bas begun ai the wrong end. "'The fear of
the Lord is the begiuning of wisdom ;" it is a
begînning of tbings to know tbat the world is
great and God is good.

This man is content to take bis place be-
side tbe children. God's answcr tb the.proud
and scornful is the praise of litile children.
Tbey bave no reasou for infideliîy, the ihought
of a faiber's care is sweet to îbern. They
bave flot lcarned the world's false and foolisb
ways. You would not have the andaciiy to
tell tbem that tbe round earth sprang up of
itself ; that suris and stars made tbemselves or
came into being by chance. You could flot
answer the child's question, 'lwhat is chance?"
It is easy 10 tell a child about the great and
good God. God bas oftcn shut the rnoutbs of
boasîful men by tbe unconscious wisdom of a
little cbild. Our Lord bad looked deep into
burnan life wben He exclaimed, " Thou hast
bld these tbings frorn tbe wise and prudent
and revealed themn unto babes; even so, Faîber,
for so it seemed good in Thy sigbi." God
could speak to us in the tbunder, but He pre-
fers to teacb us ihrough tbe simpliciîy of the
child which clings 10 ils mother, worsbips its
father and flnds in tbese the symbols of God.

The man wbo looks out upon life in ibis
spirit is deeply impressed by tbe geuerosiîy of
God. A few vears ago, wben the great dis.
coveries of modern astronomy were starîling
the world, there were people wbo came forward
to preacb to Christians against presumption.
They said, 1'When we consider the heaveus
wbat is man ? Wben we think thai this little
earth i5 only a speck in tbe infinite universes,
and thai the great sun is only one of many
such bodies, whaî is man but a tiny inscct
crawling in the dust ? How absurd to ihink
that God will take auy notice of hlm or listen,
to bis waudering cries and foolisb prayers.
Let hi m fret bis litile day and then go content-
ecily downt10the dust." That seemed tosome
to be an utterance of wisdom and bumility. It
was answered by Chalmers and other men of

measure, ho can caume the eartb to yicld hlm
food, be can conquer tbe beasts of the field,
be can harness to bis chariot the giant forces

of nature. This greai saying applies to bu-
manity, the individual passes away and man
becomes more and more, but we each *sbare
the common life, we can feel shame over its'
defeat and degradation, we can glorv in its
marvellous viciories.

That wbich the poci here declares is now
recognized as sober scienîific fact, that man is
the topmost round of nature's ladder, the crown
of creation. God bas made bim a king and
put the earth under bis feît. He is linked 10
lower tbiugs, but in one sense be is above
nature, be can use tbe forces of nature, he can
do wonders through the powers of thougbt
with whicb be is endowed. That 15 the fact.
The sceptic and the man of faitb, the man of
science and tbe poci, stand bere ou common
ground. However be carne to ibis position,
he stands proudly lu it uow. But tbe pro-
phets go furtber. They say tbat ibis is 50, be-
cause in a certain sense we are the sons of
God. Luke speaks of the man as the sou of
Adam, wbicb is the son of God. lu the same
spirit the Psalmisî looks up and says, "O0
Lord', Tbou hast trusted man as Thy cbild;
Thon hast dowercd him witb strong gifts and
sent him oui into a wide world."

The ibougbt bere isnflot wbat is man in com-
parison with the unboundcd beavens, wbat a
mean ihing be is, but wbaî a wonder that the
great God sbould share His greaîness, His
sovereignty wiîb man. Man is great because
God is generous. It is a sign of a small
nature to want 10 monopolize greaîness. A
s mall, narrow-minded king wisbes 10 bave
only puppets round bim that he alone may
appear great, but a truly great king d esires 10
encourage sirengîb and goodness in oibers.
God 15 100 greai to know any small rivalry or
petty jealousy. He bas breaîbed into man
His own life and endowèd us witb 'some
of His peculiar powers. How God is mis-
judgcd and slandered by us; we think of His
service as it werc a tbing 10 hellîlle us. We
talk as if God îook pleasure lu making litîle
crawling creatures. ht is not truc ; God calîs
us 10 share His owu life and 10 stand up as
sirong, free men lu tbe strengîh He bas ziven.
Some may say, "Whaî is that 10 sme, alI Ibis
talk about man's greaîness and glory as the
crown of nature. Wbaî bave I10 do witb bis
kingliness or godliuess ? I know ibat tbe world
is fuît of poor souls wbo hbLve no inheritance.
I know ibai sel6isbness causes much cruelîy
and meanness. I kuow tbat I arn bungry and
wrecced ; tbe greatest powers ibat I possess
only make me resîless and discouienied."
That also is truc ; we have feu ithe pressure of
life's contradictions. It is good 10 feel it ibat
il may bring us on our kuces before God.
This song only puis before us one side of tbe
irutb, but we nced 10 acknowledge, ibat the
poeî's message is a Christian truib, because
we are ofien charged witb slaudering and de-'
grading burnan nature. We sec the glory of
real maubood as God couceived andl created
it. We îbank God ibat He did not make us
brutes, but He placed us ai tbe bead of His
works witb our faces looking 10 the sky. But
there is anoîber truib, "Ahl we, like sbeep, bave
gone asîray, we have turcd evcryone 10 our
own way." Our shame, our bitîerncss of soul
cornes from tbe faci ihat we wbo were made
10 dwell in tbe palace of the King are 100
ofîcu found serving among the swine. Tbe
prophets of Israel cherished tbe beautiful
îbougbî thit if aIl mon were pure and sub-
missive 10 God's will the carîl' Would be fuît
of peace. Tbe world would lay itls treasures

show us that the way of peace and sirengîh
15 the way of submission 10 the Faîber. The
son of God lakes ibis same Position, the posi-
tion whicb God bas assigned 10 ns. He bor-

rows noîbing from wcalth or pomp, but lives
tbe life of simple manbond. His life is swecî
and attractive because He was lu full com-
munion wiîh God. The wild beasts in the
wilderness did flotbarm Hlm, cbildren gladly
came 10 His feet, the sick fonnd bealing lu
His preseuce, and ibe -sorrowful were blessed
by His srnile. He stood sîrong amid tbe health-
ful forces of life. It was tbe sons of men ibat
slew Him, the bigoîry and hatred which
comes frorn unhelief wrcaked ibeir vengeance
upon Hlm. But God who speaks ihrougb the
moutbs of children bad ordaïned that our sal-
vatlon, our restoraîlon shonld come ihrough
His humiliation. 0f Christ lu s truc, '" thon
hast put aIl things under bis feet, and of the
man who cornes int fellowsbip wiîh Christ it
shahl be truc, 1'thoÙ hast put ail things under
bis feet." Sin, sorrow and deaîb, these great
enemies ihat science canuot tonch, ibat langb
ai human cunning and mock our boasted
civilizaîlon, ibese shaîl be broughî under the
feet of every man who cornes back like a
little cbild 10 the feet of Christ, and he shahl
say, 1«Or Lord, our Lord,how excellent 15 Tby
name in all the eartb."

COURSES 0F SERMONS.

A clergyman was iclling us the other day ihai
on the Sunday evenings duriug the present
holiday season he had been trying the experi-
ment of a course of sermons on subjects whicb
seem 10 be of popular interesi ai the moment.
The resuli was ibat bis congregation had near.
ty donbled iîself. Doubtless ibis was largcly
due to tbe abiLty of the preacher, but be him-
self vtry mucb attribuîed ito the faci of bis
sermons being in the- nature of a course, a
more or less continuons and counected treat-
ment of certain maîters familiar and inîcresi-
ing 10 ordinary persons. It is probable ihat
there 15 much trntb lu ibis view. ' We are
sometimes told that the time for sermons is «a
good dca! past, and thai, now ibat people can
and do read so mucb for tbemselves, the at-
traction of the pulpit is on tbe wane. We do
not lu the least believe ibis ; we believe, ou the
contrary, that it might witb much greater rca-
souableuess ho urged that the spread of cdu.
cation bas increased meu's interestinl sermons,
cven if it makes tbern somewbat more exact-
ing and critical ; and a course of sermons
stimulates and retains ibis inîcrest, and mecîs
the demand of ibis growiug power of apprecia-
lion. Unquesîionably it puts a severe tax on
the preacher, aud there are many excellent
clergymen not by nature fitted b attempt sncb
a mcîhod of preacbing. On the other bhaud,
where a man is fitted, there is a great opeuiug
for increased usefulness, if only be will take
the necessary pains, and be on his guard 10
avoid tbe perbaps luevitable lemptaîlon to be-
corne merely smart and showy. - Church
Belis.

TBF PLEA 0F NO' TIME.

Noîhing is more absurd tban the plea of
ibose men and women wbo insisi. that îhey
have no lime for the discbarge of their bigber
duties. They bave no lime, forsooîh, 10 read,
t0 think, to pray ; no lime 10 spend in social
lutercourse wiih their frieuds, lu quiet medita-
lion wilh tbemselves, or lu pleasant conversa-
lion with their cbildmen. With a persisîcncy
ibai knows no abatemeut,. lbey drudge away
lu the spirit âf. the veriesi slave, ai îasks tbat
wear ont their nerves, uarrow tbeir miuds, and
deaden tbeir bearîs. And for wba prpse

of less importance to usurp the bigbest place
lu bis mnind.-Chr'stian Advocate.
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