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S H-OULD the report of Balmaceda's suicide
rcccivc confirmation and the accounts alrcady

publishied prove truc, it is evident that hc bas flot
mrade an edifying end. The cxplanatory notes he
lias leit behird go far to coniflrr the gencral impres-
sion duit hie ivas iIl-fitted to preside ovcr the nation-
al destinies of the Chilian Republic. Great men
arc great under aIl circumistances - they instinctively
do tîscir bcst under ail conditions. The truc bieroj
is hieroic in adversity as well as when carricd on
the crest of the wvave of prosperity. ie man who
takes bis own life knows flot how to, die. The dis-
carded President of Chili may have apprchcndcd
the worst had lic fallen into the hands of his vic-
torfous focs, but tbat is a poor justification for îvhat
is in reality a cowvardiy act. Suicide, precedcd by
a whining note, can hardly bc regarded as a digni-
flcd ending.howvvr much Balmaceda's misfortunes
may bave made bim a fit object for commiscration.

IT is easy to indulge in sweeping denunciation of
.. the politicians and officiais who bave been

found out in Ottawa and Quebcc. A rnuch
more profitable exercise for many people îvould
be lionest seif-examination, followcd b>' penitence
and better ]ives. Would the practices that have
corne to ligbt have been possible if the people of
Canada held as high views on moral questions as
they shouid boid ? Is there flot too much reason
ta, fear that the rottenness at the top af the trec is
caused at least in part b>' rottenncss at thr- roots ?
WVho sent these men to Parliament ? Are tbe dlec-
tors who sent McGrecvy to Parliament any better
than McGreevy ? It is an axiom in politics tbat
the majorit>' of the people arc always prop-
erly represented. It is cheap and easy to
denouîice a fcw Frenchmen hundreds of miles
away wbo did flot cover up their tracks success-
fuli>'. If an>' good is to bc donc the people must
be taught over ail the Dominion to distinguish bc-
tween an honest man and a rascal.

'T HE Pope is evidently taking a deep interest in
jthe labour question, even enduring great

bodiiy fatigue ta show bis personal desire for a
peaceful solution of the problcms tbat are perpiex-
ing thoughtful rmen everywhere. Following up bis
recent encyclical on the subject, lie lias been grant-
ing audiences to deputations of Frenchi workingmen
wbo bave tbought it worth while to go on pilgrim-
age to, Rome. The Pope has said some good
things both in his encyclical and in bis addresses
to tbe pilgrims wbo have been granted audiences. It
is no easy matter for a man wbo has attained ta a
great age, and îvbo is popular>' believed ta, be an
the brink of the grave, ta speak for over balf-an-hour
ta a large assemblage, but that is îvbat the Pope is
reported ta, bave donc last îveek. It is apparent
that the venerable head of the Roman Catholic
Church bas an eye to, tbe main chance. H-e wisbes
it tai be popularl>' believed that help can only come
from that Church. He puts it, of course, that reli-
gious and moral influences alone can bring about a

* proper a.djustment of capital and labour, but then
lie assumes, and wishes others tc, assume, that the
Church of Rome and religion are con~vertible terms
-an assumpution that in these days makes a large
draft on human credulity.

BD REAKING up bis camp in onc of the North-
cm)er forests of the Union, the veteran editor of

the Isitrior muses in this îvay:
1 suppose I will have ta go back and take part in the

revision discussion-and athe- debates. If wve could have ail
eikh questions matters of cabsultation rather than of contra-
versy and adroit management, it would be pleasant, but jr is
flot 'ileasant ta have ta encounter the usual weapons and tac.
tics of strif e. I do flot abject ta a direct cncountcr witb any
msan for rny ideas of right, but ini thtse public matters, and
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especiaily in eecclesiastical matters, a biow struck is like a
shot fired ; it will bit and hurt %whcre yau do flot wanit it ta.
A contrnversy Qver truth is sure to dcgaaceirate into a fight for
victory, and its glory-and whelher Il'ail things are [air in
lave and war 'l or not, in a conflict for victory aIl moral con-*
siderations are disregardcd.
There is much truth in the forcgoing, and the truth
is neyer feît sa kceniy as wlicn anc is about ta
move from the 1'sweet peace and siimplicity of God's
world into the struggle and cunning aofnman's
world." We venture ta say that mian> of aur
cierical readcrs will s>'mpathize wità the editor îvbo
aimost dreads going back to Chicago. What a
glorious organi7ation the Cliurcb af God would bc
if ail tbe ecclesiastical politicians îvho scbemce for
place and filbt for victory could bc driven out of it.
What a glorious tbing ministeriai life îvould bc if a
minister liad nothing ta do but preach the Gospel and
visit bis parishioners.

T HERE is no luse in denying the fact that the
people of Canada are in part responsible for

tbe scandalous revelations that are disgracing the
Dominion. From time immemorial public meos
have been flccced by çocietics and organizations af
onc kind and anather The moment a man is nom-
inated for a seat in Parlianient a dcad set is made on
himi and lic is made ta biccd at cvery porc as long
as hee bas a scat in Parliament o: is trying to get
anc. Ve have lieard of public mer, wvbo refused ta
be nominated months before an election bccauise
thcy knew that as soon a:, nominated the blecdisig
process wvould begin. Fcw af aur public mon are
rich. Many wbo enter public life in fairly grood
circumstances are financially wrccked in a fcw
years. Even Churches arc niot behind in asking the
member for the riding for a subscription. We do
flot voucb for the facts because îwe do not know
wvbat the facts are, but ive have often heard that the
Methodists and the Roman Catbolics are the fore-
most and most persistent in mraking demands for
mone>' upon members of Parliament and other
public men. Tbis practice sbouid bc stopped at
once. Men whlo serve the public should flot bc
impoverished and then tcmpted ta recoup by
doubtful or disbonest Metbodist means. If wve are
to bave dlean polîtics and dlean politicians let the
relorm begin witb the people themselves, especialiy
îvitb prafessedly religiaus people.

S OME of aur contemporaries arc saying rather
bard things about tbe pulpit because ministers

do flot denounce the îvrong doing braugli toa ight
at Ottawa and Quebec. One journal bas been
counting up the rsumber of sermons preached against
the political sinners, and out of the tbousands
preacbed every Sabbath in the Dominion can find
only twelve against Ilboodling and boodiers." Vie
quite agre with those wvbo say that the pulpit
should do its share in the reform tvbich wve hope is
about ta take place. To do reformn work wveil, bow-
cvet, the puipit must begin at the foundation-must
begin witb the people, and îvbcn a large majorit>' of
the people are right Ottawa and Quebec will soon
corne right. Is there any difference morailly betwveen
the municipalir>' or constifuency that barters its
votes for a raiiway or canal, or post-office or custom,
bouse, or public work ai some kmnd, and the Govern-
ment officiai wbo takes a commission for a pur-
chase lie makes from a manufacturer? The one
uses his officiai position ta make money, the other
barters the higbest privilege af a I3riton for material
gaini. Yes, wc vant refarm, we must have it or die
nationaily, but reail reform must begin at tbe rmots.
The people must be toned up morally, and îvben the
people despise disbonest gain our rulers will soon
learn ta avoid dislionest practices. To do any good
tbe pulpit must begin with the pcople--the founitain
ai power in this c'-untry.

FROM man>' ai aur exdhanges we learn t1hat pas-Ftors are returning from their vacations and
beginning wvork witb renew.ed vigour. Practically
the real îvark of the Church begins in towns and
cities at the first of September. Circumstant.es over
wbicb the most earncst pastor bas no contrai make
it impossible ta keep ai tbe machiner), vorking dur-
ing the be eated terni. The wvorkers go and for a
time the work bas ta stop in part. This sbould be
a good Church vear. God bas favourcd the country
witb a bountiful harvest. Business of ail kinds
promises ta bc fairl>' good durinir the coming autumn
and winter. Now let Christian people show tbei'?
giatitude by doing their best possible work for
Christ. In anc respect the gospel minister bas an
immense advantage over evc.ry other man who
works for the good ai bumanit>'. There may be
rooin for doubt as tg the hast fiscal policy, there niay
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hc doubt as ta the bcst means ta bring about moral
reforms, there niay bc doubt ag to the bcst fori ofa
govcmnmcnt for the people, but there neyer cal, be
any doubt that the people necd the gospel. %Vlsat.
ever cisc tiscy need thcy must aiways nced prcach.
ing. Thero neyer wvas a time wlien thc 'y needcd the
gospel marc than now. A genuine revival or relig.
ion wouid soon put an end ta acur political çranrdals
What Canada nceds mo.st is the gospel weil rtibbeà<
in. Let us bave it from a thousand pulpits.

LT is singular how long barharic cuistoms survive
amid advancing civilization Anvthing More

barbarous than the settlement af personai di-;putes
by means of a duel is scarccly conceivable. Truc,
many of these encaunters for the vindication ar pet:
sonal honour arc uttcriy farcical, but occasionaîiy
some anc is citber seriously burt or killed, It is re.
ported that a member of the Italian Cîsamber af
Deputies and a colonial governor have liad a
seriaus encauniter with s%(ords and bath iaive
suffcrcd somcwbhat sevt-!.Jy in tihe conflîct. Ile
dispute that could only bc settied by blaod
wvas accasioned b>' an enquiry into thse mari-
ner in wbich the governor canducted tihe affairs
ai his office, and the dcputy ivas a meibý!r
of the Comnmittee of Inquiry. The encouiter w-as
apparcntly marc severe than modern duels usually
are, but it appears ta, have been succcssfui. The
seconds wcre apparcntly satisfied that tihe bonour ai
the respective combatai.ts wvas vindicated, when tiley
no doubt shook hands ail round atsd the gailant and
rigbt honourabie gentlemien will doubtless lience.
forth treat each other with the utmost deference and
respect. But it is difficuit for some people ta under.
stand bow a question af fact or even a matter af
opinion can bc estabiished or refuted by the supersoi
fight-ig qualities af a succcssful ducilist, and tîsat
the dfeated contestant is wbaily in the wrong. If
the so-called code ai bonour sanctions such things
it is evident that in character it is beathen and nat
Christian. _________

SORROWS unknown ta most men corne upon aSrealiy eamnest and conçcientiaus minister of
the Gospel, and the more eamncst lie is the more he
féecs tbem. Preaching hic farewell sermon tihe other
day ta bis congregatian in Chicago before entering
upon hais -tudies as professor in Union Scminary,
Dr. Vior tster said:

The cight and a-halfyears that I have spent here as your
pastar have -one like Jacob's seven years spent for 1ýachaeI.
Those seven vears seemed like a week for lave af ber. To
me it now scees but a week since I preached mv llirst ser-
mon ta you, and now I have preached my last. In the ytits
that I have spent with you I have had no higber ambition
than ta help yois ta see Chris:, ta bring you to trust Him as
vour everlasting Saviaur and ta trust Hirn as your abiding
friend. 1 amn only sorry as 1 look around that 1 sce so
nîany tu whom I have preached Christ, who wil! flot be per-
suaded ta know Him better.
That sorroîv is feit by every Gospel mir.ister %voî-
tby af the name. Nothing saddens bis lseart lîke
looking at men, often kindly, generous, lovabie
mien, ivbo year aiter year refuse ta, take the Saviaur
as their friend and trust Him. The sorrow is often
mingled witb amazement. One wonders îvhy men
so attentive and respectful cannet be induccd ta
take t! decisive step and declare for Christ. A
sensitive minister sometimes blames himself when
the fault is flot really his. Thare are mnany causes,
an>' anc of wbicb ma>' be at wvork. The oniy thing
a minister can do ii sucli cases is ta labour on hope-
fully and prayerfully, and in God's time be ma> scec
even those wbo have for many years refused acccpt
af salvation as it is offered in thse Gospel.

THE CA NA DIA N CRISIS.

T HE eyes af tbe Canadian people will this wcek
be eagerl>' directed ta Ottawa. The keen

discussions now in progress will be watcbed îvith
more than usul irterest. The deliberate utterances
of aur public men on the painful disciosures made
in tIc Committee ai Privileges and Elections are ai
thc utmost consequence just natv. The tone ai
attack and defence ivilI ha carefuli>' considcred
and ail tboughtful and patriatic observers will try ta
grasp the principles tbat underlie the debates.. The
question before the Caniadian people, with wvhich
their parliamentary representatives bave ta, grappie, is
af more importance than attaches ta ordinary debate.
The political significance ai the discussion, not witlt-
out importance ta intelligent people, is ai far less
moment at the prescrit juncture than the ethicai
aspect af aur publie aflairs. It is because of the
moral hcarings ai the questioni now exciting 'our
iegislatcws ta lever heat that the Canadian people
are so deeply înterested and Sa, solicitous that the


