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account ofaibm abovc the door. The tower, wbicb once
belonged ta the naw cxtinct family of the Gaili, is the property
of the Gailetti fatiity wha have rc5tared it as near as pussible
ta its original forrn. There is a sinall nmuscum in whiclî there
are a nuniber af relics af the philosopher, his autograpbs, etc.

It %vas when he resided in this country villa hc trccved
imany fricnds, ainongst thein bcîng John Milton. About 1617,
Gabilea agaîn visited Rame, and was wel rccjivcd by Pope
Urban VII11., but when in £630 bis Il'Dialogues an the Ptole-
maic and Copernican Systeins " appcared, the l'ope, wlîo
iliought lie was rcprcscnted by a-n absurd sinplcîon wvbo
dcfcndcd the Ptolemaic systein, suînmoned Galîlco ont:e more
ta Rame, though nawv an aid man ai sevcnty and in poor
healtb. hIv as on tIis occasion, according ta some writers,
lie was put ta the torture and forced ta recant, uttering the
wll.known words; E pur si miuve-it dues move-rcierring
ta the cartb. But there sceems ta be sonie doubt about this.

Howcver, he was. ordered inta close confinement in the
palace ai tlhe Arclbbîsbop af ienîa, wvhere he ivas treatcd wîtb
èontumcly, and forbîdden even to sîîcak on scicntific subjccts.
le had two natural daughters, wlîom he placcd n a convent,

near ta bis country bouse. The eldeât ai these corre5ponded
with her tîler while in Siena, upvards of a liuntilrd of bet
icîters being prcscrvcd in the National Lîbrary in Florence.
Thc sersous llncss af this tavourite datughter induc-ed Gaileo
ta petituan for mitigation of lts sentence, and lie ,as at last
ailowed ta Icave Siena for Arcetri, ýtiere is daughter expircd
in his armis. Froma that une G.-lileo ivas allowed tb resle in
a house mnuch nearer thc city, whch bears the usuai marbie
Plate. He was naw (lutte blnd tram rleumnatic gout in the
eyes.

His favourite pupils Viviani and Torricelli contintied witi
hîîn ta the last, and be cxpired iii tbe arîns ut Viviani in 1642.
4-is body was borne ta ats resing place in the tirtlà ai hantit
Croce-the Westminster Abbcy of Florence, %whcre many
niagnifîcent mnonument~s are ta be seen. 1- înaily let mne take
Vyou ta the
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usîs in tue Via Romana where 1 passed some bouts a iew days ago.
lad Hiere in a Tribune, a lenriple dcdicaîcd la Gailieo, stands a fll

lengîh statue ai the philosopher sîîrrounded by busts ai bis
iim principal disciples. Some ai lus must valuable instruments
led are exhibiled in cases round tbe raom. To me the most
om interesting svere the t'vo first telescapes consîructel Iin i609,
ver whicb do not look înucb thickcr than a walking stick and
in- -about the samll lcngtb. Here is alsu the microscope invcnced
the by Galilea, and the loadsîonc niagnet used in bis expeniments,
In -,-and beside il anc ai bis fingers rcmou-ed froni bis band by the
,ry àntiquanian, Govi, betore tbe body wvas taken ta ils last resîing
he place. There is also a globe lucre %vbîcb is parlicularly inter-

esting, though it bas no canneclion %vith Galilco. It bas upon
ut the Lakes Albert and Victoria Nyanza, in Africa, %vbicb were
aitenîvards torgatten, until brougbî ta ligbî again by Captain

ch Speke in 1858, anîd Sir Sainuel Baker in 1864. It %vas macle
,ne by the Cosmographer Antontio Santucci between the years
tre 1588 and 1593. The chair un 'vbicus Galileu 'vas accustomned

ý ta sut us also preserved here.
,re Florernce, Novemberý jS9. T. H.
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The Rev. J. McGillivray, Cale St. Antoine, wriles: En-
closed find exlracts froni my brother Danald's latest letter
from Cbeetoo. He reached there an Dec. r, sale and sound,
and wilI likely at once start inward ta Pong Kia Cwvang
wberc Mr. Goforîh is with the missions ai tbe American
Board.

.le Mucb ai Ibis information he gat îhrough an in'elligent cdi-
es tor ai a North China paper, and, therefore, wîll be reimable,

Er To these cxtracts yan might add bis hast %vords ta me. " The
îleed ai more men is imperative. More mcn now. Oh, ring
aut Ibis cry into tbe cats ai the Canadian Clturcb. Mr e
ùxos for Jesus' sake."

As ta the floods ai China, lhcy are not, as is generalîy sup-
S poscd, confined ta tbe Province ai Honan, noir due ta the Yel-

I - law River overfluwv. The Province ai Shantung bas suffered
d terribly. The cause ai the suddenness ai tbe fluods is thc

A vide-spread deforestatiun for fuel. The peaple niust bave
d -Wood, as, except in a ferv places, the enrous coal fields ai
d China lie undevcloped, awing la the superstitious drcad ai

e ' .the anger oi the "Earth Dragon." This deforestation is the
chief cause oi the Yellow River troubles. Tîhe original
breach in thus river required 6,ooo icet ai nbankment.

t -The closirug ai sucb a breach against a carrent ten miles an
hour and i00 icet deep would be no easy task for skilled

- Western engineers. But for Chinamen ta close sach a breacit
e . -,befo e the automnal treshets sel in was a task utopian in the
s ýextreme. There ivas mucît dclay aI the begînning ai apera-

Y tions, and mach suspccted peculations ai immense sums that
(greatly bindcrcd the Imperial Government. Several coni-

2 missioners ai high rank uvere degraded on these and aîber
- -grounds. During the course ai tlue sommtrer(18)tecm

mssoners etitioned tbe l' mperor for an clectric light, five
J i (anc and one-qîtarter miles) ai railwvay, with 100 trucks for

_;carting eartb, and two steami iaur.cbcs. Thue request ivas
granted, and the necessary plant sent up fraîn Shangbai.

4Tbesc improvements enabled the workmen, on lwo shifts ai
S twelve baurs cach, ta labaur night and day, Then the trans-

portation ai maîcrial became comparatively rapid. But the
di fficulties were greal.

Timber was scarce ; the earth ai the country is ai a sandy
naturc, itith littîe or nu cohesive power, and tbe eddies at Ibis
breacli did much damage. The steani launches wcre at last

* - sfound unserviceable. At lengîh tbe accidentai sinking ai a
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junk laden with iînillet-stalks brouglit the work ta a stop.
When the autuînn freshets did conie, a iide gap was stili un-
fillcd. Ever sinte, thetetoiù, the oriinial break in îSS;, tiiere
bas becn a steady autpour ai wvater îîîto South Hanan and
Anià,; In cansequence the floodcd districts have remnained
flaoded, tic autiets yet fond being entirely insufficient ta
drain off the water. Part af the flood bas gone out by the
aid north-cast channel, pal-t by te sîîîall rîvers, and part, it is
fcarcd, is flowing out by the Yang-Tsi.Kîang ; and isui vli
probably silî up Iliat noble streain nt its moulli and upward,
ana so render ît as unnavigable as the Yellow River itseii.

The flow carrnes îmmciîme quanîmies of uintertîle satnd and
detritus tram the barren mounitaîns ai Mongolia. Hence it
is said that therc is great danger, if not ccrîaiiîîy, that most ai
Honan, Mien the breach us finally caiîqucred and the flood
drained off, wiIl be rcndcredç permanently stcnîle. 1 under-
stand that tlhe whole of the work wvas not lost by the autumn
treshets, and Iluat now îbhoubands are at it agaun wtb miglît
and inain, îinder a ncw coiiiîmussianer ýtbe aid commussianer
liaving been degradcd for lis failturesX, endcavouring, if pos-
sible, la close the gap before the sprnîg fresliet.

It;seciiis," hubveter, doubtini if rthe Ilosing af the breach
vvill do muIol ;ooti. lhe draitikng af the country wili stili
laîtgeày reiuî.în tu bc dune by i-anaisi and, besîdes, rtue river
bank Is said tu be in a very rutten condition in niany otiier
pla-ces, and su «i repetition af dîsastrous louds may occur aI
an> tîiîe. A- fai.cr1--,tao leamn, the ijest foreign engineers
atdu.e .a comjîieîe surscy ut thc whole river as the first step
towa.ýrk the àu'îttw.n uf the gre.ît problent. This would require
soille years, during %% hiti the îiuodb would bc allowcd ta re-
main as tbey are.

Their opinion is that the laad lias donc aIl the damage it
can do, and th.ît several vears spent in boiviiig the prob!eni
fui a-il tiiiic %vuld id.bundantly o-oinpenbaîe fur the teunparary
luss o ut îuh aif[-onan. Some are ai opinion that the people
should bc assistcd to inigratc, say ta Mongulia, %âere there
ks amîple rooini.

INIuch mancy lias beeni raiscd for the Ilrepairs " by the
Sale aiOf hfliil tilles, the Peking Gazette rcporting vast sumns
su raised in différent provinces. 'Many of the distressed ones,
af course, arc cinploycd on the %vrks, but untold inisery is nawv
prevaiing. The norifirra provinces, e.,r., Shangtung, are liter.
aliy sîvarming rvith poor refugees from the floadcd districts.
Their whole occupation as beggtng, as thcy -are an the verge
ai starvatian.

In reiereiîcc ta the practice ai infanticide in China, the fol-
lowîng paragraph iroin the Pekin Gazelle, the official organ ai
the Emperar, is interesîing in tlc extrerne: "The Governar
ai Hunan mentions the facu iliat inîfanticide, wvicb he stig-
inatizes as a miost abominable practice, lias been long rife in
Hlunani (nat Honan), and reports the measures which bave
taken in recent years ta couniteract the babil. Aniong tbese
the most important is thc institution ai foundling hospitais,
la wicbi the gentry and people have subscnibed in a inost lib-
eral measure. The latest offering ai this kind bas been front
a literary graduiate, wvît, in compliance witb the dying request
af bis parents, mnade aver a favour ai land valued at 3,690
lacIs, for the benefit ai cbarity."

Trhere is no need ta exaggeratc the moral condition ai the
Chinese ; and this paragraph proves two thîngs : first, that in-
fanticide lias been comînan, and second, that charity of a cer-
tain kind at ieast e\isîs in Hunan.

TUE SO-CALLEI) IIERESY CASE.-AN EARNEST
PlO0TES T.

MR. EDITOR,-I notice a short editorial in your issue ai
january 2, in which you quote [rom the Globe some statements
ai the Rev. Mr. Jackson, serîousiy reflecting on the Christian
characters af the bretbren and sisters recentiy suspended
front communion in Knox Church, Gait. Yau furtber remnark
that such Ilacîs in thcmnselves deserve suspensionu, altogether
apart traini the question of tcaching lieretical doctrines."
Xitbiout stapping at ':prescrnt ta notice Ibis positian, ta
which 1, for one, do flot subsc.ribe, I would reinark that, when
thîs editorial %vas written, you could scarcely bave observed un
the Globe ai Dec- ay tour days belore the issue ai your p-aper>,
an explicît contradiction by Mr. J. K. Cranston, ai tbe aIle-
gations whicb you quame. Had you read that letter you îvould
sureiy bave cancelled the editoriai, or else, in ordînary fait-
ness, have quoted the contradiction as wveil as the charges.
And 1 do uiot sec bowv any candîd reader could lau ta be im-
pressed by the truîhiuiness afiNMr. Cranston's calm, Christian
letter, borne out as t is by the Christian gentleness ai ail that
bas appearedffrom ibhese bretbren and sîsters in their present
trying position.

1 notice, furtber, a second edîtorial, containing, wbat
seems ta nie, a very gratuitous relectian an 4.autr Mcthodist
fricnds," as well as on the letter ai the Rev. James Harris.
Here, azaîn, you da not seem ta bave seen in tbe Globe ai
Dec. 31 (ttvo days before yaur issue), the letter ai the Rev. A.
Truax, contairing a contradiction as emphatic of the asser-
tions wvhiclu you bave quoted train Mr. jackson regarding hini,
and closing with a seasonable bînt as ta, the importance af
niaking sure ai tacts before printing cr circuiating statements
Ilinjuriaus 30 the good naine" II faur fellaw-Christians, vbe-
tuer ai aur owvn or ai any ather denomination I 1 must add
that 1 do flot sec any atîempt whatever, in the letter ai tbe
Rev. Mr. Harris, ta Ilmake capital"» out ai the present un-
fortunate prasecullan. .His letter, an the coiÎtrary, scecns ta me
vcry seasonable and vcry mucb ta the paint, in view af the
prescrnt mast salutary anîd Christian mavement toward greater
co-operation between Presbytcrians and Metlîodists in Can-
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lion ai Gaspel priviieges. For, if the prîncipies wvhich have
guided the Gait Presbytery were ta prevail gencrally un the
Prcsb>teriani Churcli iin Canada, àucb Cluribîman co-aperatiaut
betwcen brethren wvouid be practically impossible. As it is,
many Presbytcrian ininisters toliow the brotiîeriy practîce ai
inviting any Christian unembers aofallier Churciies whîa may
be present at a canmmunion season ta sut down %vitb tbcm rat
the Lord's table. We are thuis canfrar'pd witb the spectacle
ai strangers sitting lowvn at a Presbyîerîan commuinion table,
holding the very same opinions for whicl t atached and
taithiol members are pubiicly cxcoiniuînicatcd' And it thîs
Christian practîce %wcrc ruled out,,tdien, as Mietbndist mnnsters
frcquentiy accupy Prcsbyîeruan puipits, we might serc-en.icted
the aid story wbich we ail bave lucarcl quaîed as an instance
ai l3aptist narrowncss, now lîappily obsolete, wvhen a P.edo-
liaptist mînîster wîuo had preached tbe "action " sermon
%vas excluded tram the Table, and oblîged ta, retire without
partaking ai flite feast. In iact ltera is no end ta lte un-
Chîristian înconsisîencies un wiîicli such prîncupies wouid in-
valve us.

It is srcely possible ta uverstate in wrords the grief and
intdignation %vitb whicli many earncst ani loving Chirstian
hte.Its, -aiPrsoycîa as%'Veili as oîher,-have bcen filed
by the printcdl reports ai the praceedîngs in ibis mosl muser-
able praseccîtion , reports wbicb, as tbey are ta bc suppascd
unbiassed, couid scarcely dIo injustice ta the prosecution.
Many, indeed, bave been asîonîsbcd and bewildered, hardly
kuîawving wvhat to think ai an action so unprccedented in
in their expenience, and wbich, a few inonîlus ago, some ai us
would have dcemed imîpossible~ in'an age îvbiclt is supposed ta
bave learned someîbing ai the lesson taught by the bitter cx-
perience ai the pas,-of the necessity for a broader Chris-
tian toleration in regard ta différence af opinion. Hitherto
the feeling excited has, witb m.uny, been alnîost toa strang for
ordinary anguage , but, lest the silence ai sorrouv andI shame
sliould be mistaken for tîtat ai indifférence or acquiestence, 1
îhink it is lime titat some ai il sbotuld find expression in be-
bii ai the tlîausands ai Presbyîerîan Chrîstians who teel Iluat,
befare the Christian as well as lte non-Christian public ai
this Dominion, their Cburcb lias been rat, by official action,
in wbaîtbey consider a taise position, against wvhich they can
scarcely enter ton empbaîic a protest.

Thte Iltons et ariga niali"1'seems la bc a iundamentaiiy
wrong canception aifvhîat cansîîîuîes fitness for partaking ai
tîte Lord's stupper, and ai the relation ai Church aorganiza-
lions ta that ordinance. It is, as Robert Hall asserted long
aga, "the table ai the Lard," and nut the table ai any par-
ticular branch ai His Ciuurcb. It is tlue table set for truc be-
lievers, true faiiowers ai Christ, " whatever their name or
sign ;" and no Church body, acting in the namne ai the great
Head ai the Church, bas any right ta exclude fromn it-whether
lemporarily or permanenîy-any une ai His truc iollawers
îvho can approach il in sincerity and faith. It is the table ai
the "Church af the flrsîborn, whose names are wrîlîen in
lieaven," and no branch ai the visible Church bas any rîght
ta exclude irom it any true member ai the invisible Cburcb,
sirnply because bc or she cannaI pronounce ils particular
sbibboletb I Faith, lave and obedience %were the sale requi-
sites knawn ta the Aposîles, and no Church wvhich proiessedly
iounds its leaching an theirs bas a rigbt ta demand tests ai
ils awn appointment or bar tbe îvay ta the Master's table
with barricades afitis awn Standards. WVbcn any Churc,-
proiessing, as wve ail do, ta Ilbeiieve in the Communian ai
the Saints,» culs off fromn its communion any ai Christ's
faithiui people, il takes upon itseli the sin ai schism, and must
bc beid responsible accordingiy. And ofailIl "beresies," this
heresy ai dividing those %vbom Christ bas jained together in
the tender bond ai a cammon love, is, I think, the most de-
plorabie.

Il is, moreaver, in contravention ai the îime-honoured
principles and practice ai the Presbyterîan Cburch ilseli that
such rigid conditions ai coniormiîy in opinion are demanded
in ber rinte. WVe are told in an officiai document, publisbed
by the Prcsbyîerian Alliance, that she "neyer failed ta dis-
îinguish between defiant contradictors and thase able la, yield
aniy a gencral or partial assent, but willîng ta abide in ber
communion, wait on ber teacbîng and seek iromn God turtber
light and guidance." This is prccisely tbe position ai aur
suspended bretIiren[as distincîly defined in tîteir awn pub-
lished letters.

Furthermore, the Durecîory ai Cburcb Govcrnment and
Excommunicatuon, dravn up by tbe Westminster Assembly,
caîtaîns tbe iollowing very distinct delîverance:

"Smuch errors as subvert the fitb, or any oîher errors
which overthrov the powver ai godliness, ifthte party wvho
baids îhem spread tbem-tbese being publicly knusvn ta
the just scandaI ai the Churcb the powver ai excommunica-
tion shail proceed. But the persans who hold other errars in
iudgment about points wvberein learned and godiy men pas-
sibly may and do dîffer, ive do not discern la bc sucb against
whom the sentence ai excommunication tur these causes
should be denuunced." Tncre. can bc no question that the
tgerror aiofaur Gait bretîren-if they be in error-belongs
neiîber ta Ilsîucb errors as subvert the iaitb," nar ta those
whicb " overtbrov the potver ai gGlîiness," since it Ieads tbem
ta strîve aiter the higbesî Ilpower ai godliness," ais atîainable
by the Christian in Ibis lite. And, as Geurge Herbert well

sy:Sink not in spirit ; wbo aimeth aI the sky
Shoots bigber much than lie that means a trce.

And, an the other hand, tbe point in question is one Ilwbere-
in lcarned and gadly unen unay and du dîffer," and tberciore,
according ru tbe auîhority quoîcd, a différence ai opinion in re-
gard ta at is nat a sufficient cause ai excommunication. I main-
tain, thereiare, that tbe action drccted against Ihese, aur truc
Christian bretbren, is opposed ta the oldcst ecclesiastical
Direcîory ai aur Church, as weli as cb)ntrary ta the spirit ai
its great Head, whia demands ai His people that whaîever bc
thcir.differences ai opinion, îhey should bc one in Him.

I ihall reserve some furîber rcmarks for anoîher letter.
A LAY PRESIIYTERIAN.


