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conafirmation. This waus ta confer tht extraordinary
power of worklng miracles , i/sus for a ver> differ-
eut prarleose. If it bc asked why ibis power was con-
ierred oit the early Christian%, it miay ho replied tbat
It was ta iurnlsh strlking proaf ai tht tratia af the
Christian religion, ta impies% tht people, and thus ta
wln thora ta, enbrace the Gospel. Tht eati> Churth
was thus arîsaed wlth tht power ai the laay Spirit;
and tht extraord"nry attestation of God ta tuai- naes.
sage, taas one cause oi tht raapid propagation and
permanent establîshthent af the Gospel"

5. The anly oather passage whicb is quoted b> bath
the advocates ai confirmuation refermai ta is Heb. vi.
2, where the Illaying an ai hands I occurs fautth in a
list ai six fundamental principles ai tht doctrine af
Christ. The "laylng an of bands le Was a Usage Lomn-
mon In tho an:ient Cburch. It was practised by tht
Jews ln tht oifeuing ai sacrifices, ini the presentation
of prayer, or the lmparting a blessing.

Lev. xvi. 2a; xxiv. t4 ; Num. viii. z2. Prayer anmd
intercession was oifered ; parties were set %part .o
office lI this way. Wbem Jesus took up tht littie
childiren in His amas, "Ht laid bis bamds on them
and blessed themY. Ht vcryaiten alsa laid lus bands
on the sick when lie healed them. -- blatt. xix. 13 ,
Malk Y. 23 ; Mlatt. iL. tg. Tht imposition ai bands
by ibhe aposîles was gant about in healing the sick,
as in Acts xxviii. 8 ; Irn cammumicatitag tise Spirit's
rniraculous, gits, as in Acts viii. 17, tg, and xix. 6,
which 1 have already explained ; andi in ardaining ta
offce, au in Acts vi. 6, where tiae seven deacons ap-
pointed ta look after tht temporal affairs ai tht
Churcis and ta care for the poor werc thus ordaaned,
not by ont, but b> tht whole body ai the apostiesi
and in i Tim. v. 22, wbere Tamiotby was ordained flot
by ane Apostolic Presbyter, but by tht la> ing on ai
tht bands ai the Prib>tery. Now, as ta which of
these is meant in Hebrews vi. b> tht îî la>ing on ai
baands» nothing is said. Very inany cansider that at
rters to tht soieman service ai ordination. But if il
be the second, as we have aiready shewn, it cannot
erist naw, as tht apostolic office clased with its
original occupants, and na bisbop or pre3byter can
now tither parfarin miracles themselves or conve> the
power enabliuig athers ta do so. WVhat proaf as there
that tht Heiy Spirit i. iinparted in ara> forme at tht
rite af confirmation ? As regards miracalous gifts, it
cannot be, and as regards regenerating ansd sanctify-
ing grace, judging from tht formai, mechanical way
in, 'hich it is aiten reccaved, and the worldly laves af
many who receive il, is it uaaclaritable ta suspect that
it i not ?

CHSRIST NEVER CONFIRSIRD NOR OItDERED Il«.

Having tiaus shewn that thse passages rcierred ta,
and athers whlch bave beeri alsoi adduced clsewhert,
have na rettrence whatcver ta tht rite ai confirmation,
yzua will notice tht signifirant fart that we neyer rend
ai Christ having been confrimed, or even hinting at
confirmation as bei'ig necessary as a pre tequisite ta
marnbership ini His Churcb.

Remember bute particuiar He was about atîcnding
ta every impaseti ardinance, ta every required form.
Recail His regular goings up ta jerusaletn to tht apt
paaasted féasts; recall His imvr-aablt habitai attending
tse synagogue and keeping tht Sabbath -"as His .'us
tom wus, He went intoe tht synagogue on the Sabbailî
day" Ht was a habituai church-gocr and Sabbath
keeper, and ini this He hath left us an example that
we slsould follow His steps.

fiazyosse in thse world coulai do without the heip ai
ordinamaces surely il was Ht. la view ai this, Ilfor-
laite not tht assernbling af yourselvcs together as tht
manner ai sanie us." Then remember how he acttd
In connectiora with His baptism. When John the

jBaptist hesitated, deerning the ardinance unnecessary
jin His case, saylng, laI bave need ta be baptited ai
Tiste, and conuest Thou ta me," Jtsus said I Suffer il
ta o so naw, for thus It becometis us to (faWl ail[
rigbteotisnets -literal> ta observe every rightcous

jintitution-to undergo citery rite that ia required.
Had confirmation been couated b> Hlm essential,
Ht, who " so exact about other institutions, wou'.d
=io have omitted this. Had Ht deenod it necessar>
loconte befare hand.as a passport ta Hi.. bal> table,
suel that table woauld riot bave been spread for His
disciples, in presence ai their enernies, without suace
thing beirsg said about this. Indced Ht would have
con&numed them ail, and ordered thora ta do it ta
others But Hie opened flot Hismutl upafi il. Ht
spent uhr= year ins-.ructing them what ta do and

teada. Alter lias resurrection lie lîngereti six adia
tionai weeks on carth, speakang ta usiena ai the tîngs
perta.nns:. tu the kingdom ai Ujud, %et ibis ting as
ntver naentioned. Blote leaving lits %isasen dette-
pies on the slajats ai utîrci, lic anstruiid thcrr tu
ttaî.b "ail tlaînes ehmascve, i liait ,nmne y ou."

IIL IAIIIEitS Niîii IV> iIE IRUS'IFI>.
And smatil this thang neyer caine out. WVt have scen,

aller tise most caresai exanisnatian, tisai icte as flot
ont solitar>y caimand an tht subject. i know thsat
thetr<ar/r fattÀ-rs aire appealcd ta, but whnt arc tiat>
as set over ngaanst L .hrist anmd the tipostits. Remette-
ber howv ver> soan daid corruption creep an ! In apos*
tnItc limes tht mystery ai uniquiîy dad a1rti>d work.
Even tht carliesi ai the faIliers tare no snic guides an
interpretang Scrsipturt. licitune permilt, wtcouid cuil
numerous extracts froan tIse wriiigs ai Ianrnabats
lrenc-tas, Origen, Chysastom, Justin Martyr, Clinsens
Aitxandrinus, Tertullian, Cyprian, and Jerome, con-
tnining the grosscat anisrcpresentatians ai the plaifltst
passages ai Scripture. WVe ind ilatan deparîîng fromt
tht doctrine ai Christ andi the apostics on somne ai tht
leading points ai evangelicai belief, and iraîroducing

at tiae Churci superstitiaus ritcs aîud adolatrous oab-
servances. 1 arn well awnre tisat passages ma> bc
qaoted from tho lathers cointenancing tise rite ai
confirmation, and oather rates.anti cerensanies that [ial
no sanction an bcriptart. But reieatmber what tise
fathers themistlves say on tht supremacy of Scrap-
tuirc. I)car brother," laid Augustine ta Jerome, "Il
think that yoa walt flot have your books reputed lîke
unta tht warks of tht praphets andi apostles-tc'r 1
<tise Scripture reservedi do rend aIl oather nicm's îvarks
an that manner, that I do flot beliavc tbtan because
the nuthor so saitla, be he neyer lu wtll lcas-ned andi
hoiy, except that hc cain certiiy onc by the Scripture."
Thcy wiaa, filang ta subtantiate vicir positions front
liaI> Scripture would try ta prop tbemr up by appeai-
ing ta tht faîhers, would do weil ta remember such
bagh Lpascopal autharatie as 'îishop Jewel. wben he
says, Il nstead of ail ibose Icarnî.d fthers, or. rather
above them ail, iui, the Apostlc. cometh ta ni>
mimd. To bam I run. To :lsîm 1 appeai frori ail
mariner ai wnters, dociors, andi fathers that îhink
otherwse»-or lhishop Hoapier, rvhen be says, "The
waier nt tht fautntaîn heati as marc halsomc andi pure
than wben at as cary'd abrode an rateas pypes. 1 had
rather ioilaw the sbadow af Christ than tse body> ai
ail generalît conselles or doctars siîh tht deatia ai
Christ. Tht verta i Chnaste's religion was perfect an
Cbriste's tame, andtiîn thetlime af tht aposîles.'l

<To bc' conc!udtd in our nexi.)

INTEMIPERAXLcE.

In view ai tht recent action ai tht Toronto l>resby-
tery, permet nie ta la> down anti 3ubstaruate as bnaily

«adas tr~ta,''as 1 can tht fotllowing postulates .
i. Chribtians shaulti foliota no course ai c.onduct

wisich tht> do mot -Lîtari> sec ta lbc right, white an
Christian musaIs the Word ai Guti a.. aile sole standard
ai rigbt and vrong. Christian dut> as ta depart f'am
cvil andi do goati. It is evidenti> mot tnaugh for tht
Christian ta, say t.haî hie dues not set a certain course
of çaondutt ta ho wrang, hc muist sec arad bc bausiet
tisat it is right, athtrwise ta him et as wrong, for ail
dut> implies sntt..îg.nt obedienc-e. Itisnot sutsient
for bain ta say that lac sees noa harn ina doing thas, but
dûes bie sec any goad ira doing; et, andi Iloeshec set any
harsa [n Ictting ai alune. Tht S.iiptuial matraî, as,
that a man do nothing whith bie knows or even sus-
licdts ta, ta wrong, and do everyth.ng; in has, jjoii-
wiih hc knows andi believes ta le rigs. Now, safic
tht design ai mari is thse giory ai Goti and hb guide
in this is thse Word ai God, the question as, how,
under sach a guide, and ta what ex.tnt, dots tht case
of strong drink tend ta the glary ai God, for, ina as far
as it dots so, men are uander obligation ta c:rink it,
and ina as fat as il fails to do sa thty are equally bounti
ta let it alcane. Tht rncasare al Gad's glory must
ever bce thse measure ai mcn's drink. Fartiser, if this
is tht avil ai Goti, tven aur sanctification, anti if this
inaplies a crucifying the flesis with ils affections
and iusts, a no langer yielding aur menabers as in-
struments ai unrighteaus.iess, a den> [ig caagodlanessIand wordly lusts andi living soberi>, a purifyarag aur-
selves even as Christ 6. pure, how far dots strong
dx;nk aid us in the attaincatnt af that holincss aithosat
whlchno man sli sot the Lord? Oh, as it mot [n.

suiting, nut sîmuipi> Io aur Chtriptiinity but ta our (.od.
givcn humât ;t), tu .isk lit,%% *l,e'ij law .an the lise of
%ircng diink às a becCr.Igc, In .mn.: %%?a) glorify Gvti 5.r

sitliy ana.r.. On the (centrât), e vet bas been anid
st*lil [s larffe.l aînd talait>1 àuberssve ar ail Ilh.4î as
Cod honaurinp anid 3aut %aving, andi ever> real r.a
af religion, wlethtt rcç cnit or mute renie, lias lettr
inoest marked in its convcrts nbstnining froam strang
drink. Blut saine .itter ail ina> bc trady ta ask, what
isas religion ta dIo wlth drinklngi and barricade thein.
selves behind the bulwark tient thc word Iltee-total '
is flot found in the wYhole Bible. Thais to tbem may
scem witt>, but it is wotully wceakly, for if religion
lins nothinig ta do witb drinking, surely the lcss
.that ilhey have ta do witb it the better. Religion has
ever ta do witla ail that a man il and bias. l'rlnciples
right in thcir essence will ever lac riglit in their issues,
and convcrsely, cvii practices are evier the cvidence
and thc cffect of evii principles.

2. Christians should ever prize bighly and honour
lovingly their bload-bought liberty. Infidels %Iibo
practicaill know no better arc fond of representing
Chriàtianity as npposcd ta libert>, and Its disciples as
the veriest slaves, wbale tht> tiesealves are scrld
under sin, for Ilhe il a irceman a% hom the trutb makes
Irce, and ail are slaves besides." Christianity net
onIy provides i, but gives the fuilest liberty for the
attainament andi cnjoyment o ail tbai is good, and ,ail
beyand this boundary is not libcrty but beindage.
Such being the case, the Christian should carefuli>
avoid unnecessarily gaing ta the vcry verge af his
liberty, for it savours af mucb that is wanting and
much that is wrong,wbena there is a delight or even a
destre ai caursing aloang the dividing lime between
good and cvil. Such should ever remember that
wrhilc tlicy arc fre they are fallible, and should care-
fiul avoid the using af theix liberty for an occasion ta
tise flesh, for oel how altena has the abuse of laberty led
ta bitter, étter bandage. It sbould flot only bc the
Chtistian's prayer but bis purpose and lais practice
too, flot oni> ta depart fram cvii, but ever strenuou.,ly
ta abstain even frottn ail apoe.auanêc af ei Lake tht
Irish caachman, i 1s wisc ta keep as far from danger

as wc car.. While men's minais like their bodies are
af '.arioaus nitasures, and their conscient.es like their
counitenances ai variaus casts, yet the riait ai tift is
ever and ta ail the same, and if so, it argues a wt.ful
want of lave for te right and a lamentable lon#;.ng
for the wrang, when the proicssed foilowers of
Christ seck ta run an unhallowed rivairy with tacli
oather *i tryini; how much they can guzale without
gtttig cirunk, liuw nrclh tbey rnn consumet without
endangering their Church connectian, or haw muci
they cari :ip and soak in their evening socialitats
withutit unfitting :luem for drawing nigha ta God in the
soleninitici aithe family altar, or tht secrecy oficoset
devotion. One inay drink so inuch and suppose laina.
self unsi.aliaed , another niay go farther and think lie
as nune .Lc %wutst, while anotber niay drink deeper
5uilJ, dedating that be c.an stop %wlicn hce lakes, yct una
lîow man> thousands bas sudu unhallawed rirailty
liutd irons comparative cininence and ailuen(c ta
j>,îiiuI %vrctth.ednebs here and unspeakable woe here.-
afier. Il If sennners crntace the consent tbou flot."

ý. Chrastians are under obligation ta respect, -as
ti.car aan, tht wellare of oathers. OJur obligation like
oui laeai; as from God. Men a cainrethezti rgixa-
att the une nor cradicate the oxher. Ht tra> doubit
lias obligation, deny or disown it, but bie catte neyer
destru> it. Ht can no mor, throw it off titan hc cari
h.s c.%à'tne. It begins wath bas* bcing, and is co.ex-
teasire rith at .abkean range and duuiai..n. If even a
heathen feitthasso0 sronglyas ta sa> thatntothiwg aras
alita tu harre abat was human, haw %boulai this put Io
the blush many a so-cailed Christian who, while lit
praiessed>v awns, )et practicaliy dishonours, bas ub--
gatton ta lave bai neighbonr as himself. A ni,îri *
gutit is feýarfuflIy doubltd and deepened who flot ut..,y
dots wxong hirscf but bas pleasure in those thaiL to
the saine, yet iliere as presentedi alike ai a pleaaîd .r
palization, «'Ar 1 m)i brothes kepcr " betokening -et
once a demire and a dispusian neithtr ta o c ed
ruair Iorrnnnded. Tht law of love as ta loak not unly
on our own tbîngs but also on thet hings of ctliers,
and the more near they are ta us by nature or neigh-
bourhood, the more lau> should the obligation be feit
anad the more fithfully discharged. Truc andecd,
obligation may invalve scl.desaia, but suche as alays
"autary and safe, flot arsly in resisù.ng evii, but an
foregoing for the good of other even tbat WhîCh as

t-.î.d ever consid«raol drawing the gencroula


