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the rising of the ocean tides. Could an exact image of the averaze ser¥ices of
the Church as they were celebrated sixty years ago be made palpable to our
view, there is not one Churchman or Churchwoman in au hundred m this
Diocese who would desire to recall them.

We revere the Bishops and Clergy of those days. They did all that the
circumstances of the Church and country permitted or required. * Dut the
Church of England in that and the preceding age was not sceing her best days;
aud when e sider under what disabilitics our Church in this country
labored previous to and during the Revolution, and indeed for many years after
it, and that she took her first impress from the Mother Church, when that
Church was by no mesaus the glowing, working Church that she has been since,
we can eaelly see that to take our (,lmrch as she was in her first feeble and

crude days in this country, and make it an absolute pmtorn, even in ~ubordi-
nate things, for all t'ulurg ages, would have been of all thiugs shortsighted and
fatal. )

We can easily see, too, if our Genernl Convention in those early days had
undertaken to énwagze iu minute restrictive legislation in regard to Ritual,
absolutely tying down all our services to precisely the form and manner w hich
alone entered into their conceptions ; I say, if they had attempted to do that,
we cun easily sce what a piece’ of work they would have made of it! Let,
then, the wisdom of the past, whether deliberate or decidental, be a lesson for
the future! At the present day it seems to me that the General Convention
could searcely engagze in a more perilous and mischievous undertakinzg than
would be that, of ~c(-k1nrr by legislation to abridge the just liberty of the (,lmfrv
Tt is not required for the lemumate government of the Church, and it cannot
be carncd to any such extent as would give anything like respectability to the
attempt without' tlw "x'%e%t iucouveniences aud dangers.

RESTR‘C’T(VB LEGISLATION XOT XNEEDED.

I say restrictive legislation in regard to Ritual is not required in the Church
in this country, aud for two reasons:—,

First—Excessive ritualism (so called) as it is seen in sorhe places in
England has vot trausferred itself to this country to any extent worthy of notice.
It Lins never from the first had vitality enough on this side of the occan to
propagate itself. It is ten years or moresinee The first atarm was raised. sivce
certain features appeared tor the first time in ove or two small churches in
this Diocese. These ten years have passed away, and still everything that ean
possibly be charged as real excess is confined to two or three small churches.
TFor to speak of such services as those of Trinity Church as worthy of grave
censure,—to treat choral services, and surpliced choirs, and processional
psalms and hymns as things perilous to the Church—is a puerility hardly
entitled to serious consnderauon.. We can hardly presume to cdt ourselves off
from all reference to the authority and example of the Mother Church from
which we are descended ; and in the Church of England most people knaw that
choral services and surpliced choirs and processions have been fumjili
ever since the Reformation. YParticular individuals, being un
things, may oot find them helps to devotion, and may prefer to
which is differently ordered. This they are perfectly at liber




