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Christian theology, eveni ii its ilîost
logieal and sciejitifie fori, miust be
the revelzitioni 0£ Goa ini Christ,
tiigli thlis lias iîot beenl the nIethoci
gcenlerally ado pted hithierto. Buit
whiatever inay be truc regardiugy
thleolo-y as a scientific discipline~,
there iS iao doubt of its being'c true
of it as a prattical art for the salva-
tion of imeii. The first great 1,usi-
ne.zs of the ininister is to preacli
Christ, to brille hlmn near to nîien
and miake tli feel the k-ind of per-
sonage lie wvas, tliat thiey may ko
hlim, learn to, love iîu and trust
ii. Ili sonie quarters tiiere is a

sort of feeling that Chiristiaîuity is
oniy a kind of advanced stage of
liatîîral religion or of .Jiiiiaisii, anîd
that -it eau have i10 finîti staîidiiigZ
mifil the foutidatiani lias beeiî laid
by îuakinr grood the triutl of mie or
bath of these. Now no doubt there
is a certain sense ini whicli thiat is
true. Christiaiiity lias iiiany poiints
of contact '%vitli bath niaturiral reli-
gion and .Judaisiui. Bath mlay be
said te lead iip ta Clînistianiitv.
Natural religrion or thîe philosophby
af t.hleisml «%vhlicli is lusually identified
Nvit1î it, leads up to Chiristianiiit-y
logically, and .luidaisnm did so Ihistori-
cally. But, as a îuîatter of faci.,
niei.hîer tie pliilosoiicaý-l theists, ibor
the Jews have beeni auîaug, the rend-
iest ta accept Christialnity alla hittIe
is gaineil by appealing to eitiier Mie
one or the other a-s such. Christiani-
iniake.s it.s apipeal on it.s own grounds
and put., Chirist hiniseif ini the fore-
fronit. It is true thcre are certain.

i)rcstippositioiis 'vhiclî it tiakes for
gyraiited-somie of thern of the gYreat-
est importance, sitcb as, the exist-
ence of Goa, the future life or thie
iininiortality of the soul, the reality
anîd permanence of moral distinct-
ions, and the sinfulness of iîîankind.
But it treats thiese largely as data of
conlscience and does iiot attempt ta
prove theni. Its message is for
those whio alre'îdy feel tlhese to be
true and are alarnied at tlhe conse-
qulie vhuich thley sec ilnust fohlow.
As Christ lîjîniseif put it, lie camxe
îîat ta eail the rigeliteoius buît sinniers.
For such the primary gospel is
the Christ.

This is the sirn-Ifican ce of thie
faet. thiat the New Te-stanieîit opens
Nwith the four gospels, giving us a
f ifl picture of the character, doinge,
and sayings of the Christ. Tlie-Se
are the artless records of the Apos-
tics«' preacliing, ; aiid it is dlear t.hat
it wvas the telhiîîg of thiis st'ory %yllicli
'raui for Chîristianity its carliest adl-
hierents and gainedl its eaîrliest tri-
ulnIi plis.

We eaul readily see 'why. fil tlîat
story as they told it, thiere -%vas ui-
doubtcdlly :Fomietlingi ta repel ; for
tlîey could îat, coniceal lis lowly or-
igiuu. his humble ranik iii life, lis
political insignificance, the absence
of outward poflp, luis apparent fail-
lire to wiii a liearicg froin his owNv

ge eaton lis iom iosdeatlu
by crucifixion. Aîîd îîot a few were
reiuellcdl by t.lîie Buigs 3t oui
the ottuer h;îuid there iras ninclu ta
.attracet and W'l]
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