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flaines at niglit lcap froin the furnaces w'here the ore is slowly
tiltering through, and, the moîlten slag streaxningr off in a dusty mass
of yellowishi rcd. Ani if, in the day tiine, there is nothirng verv
striking about the village itself, the surrounding landscape is not,
devoid of charuis. As thet- niuntains are round about Jerusaleni, so
they are about Muirkirk; and in their vicinity the Canîcronians
foughit and bled. The inere fact that it is historie ground,ho-
ever, is hardly a sufficient attraction to have lured y>u off the beaten
path, for in Scotland alinost every foot of grround is historie, ami of
al1)sorbingr ixîterest te) any thicologian who lias iii his veins the least,
-suspicion of covenanting blood. In the parisli churchiyard at Muir-
kirk thiere is an old tonibstone, hiaif hidden i the longc grai"ss, broken
slighltly at one corner, ami deciphered only with that anîbîtious
perseverance -whichi lias restored it iu our engraving te probably
more than its original leginbility; and this tombstone carrnes your
mind back te, the excitîugç tumes of persecution under the Stuart
dynasty whien the nih)rodoften aflk)rdetl shielter tu panting

refuees.But unless you happen te be one of Johin Smiîth's lineal
descendants, 1 (Io iiot think it likely that you woulil mnake the
journèy thither nerely to se his tonibstone, quaint thougli it be,
with its reînarkablc syllabication, its N.-, insîde out and literai

double U's."l
How then did , ciever cornie tevisit Muirkirk,? NVbc~ew

liad becomne conscious of relatioinship to Johin Smith, but because we

characters as folloiws
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THE MA RTYJIS GRA VE AT MURKIRK.

From a SkiCJlt y the Wlrilcr.


