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ing's religious teaching and liis own personal faith. One iiTi

cati be.sýafely andl strongiy said, thiat evervting lie w~rote is per-
v'a(1C( bv a dleep, reverenitial, sacre1 sentiment. if lie ever 51)Caks
or niakes aiîy of biis characters speak, disparagingly. sliglîtingly,
sileeringlv of religion, it is oiy of its fictitionis and false fornîs,
and its hypocritical and Pharisaical expressions-the truc spirit
of religion lie treats tlîroughiout witli respect and rcverence.
Jn(ieed, flhe main dlrift of ail lic wrote was reliojoel
rcligious. Howv could a writer lue anytlîîng but religioiis wvhose
miaster tluemc is the huit soul-thie humait souil, wvitli its
iifinite wvaits and its infinite capabilities. rovigis a very
varied writer, lie gocs into ail filds, anid not sniperficially', but
deepiv, into ail fields. and into %vlîatsoevcr field lie gyoes-
nature, iiistorv, scece r-oe d ail lic vicws front the

si(ie of the hunmait soil-its origini, its growvth, its dlevelop-
mîent, its destiny. To give any fair idea of his rel$,ioons teacli-
ing at ail wvouid take not onîe but nmainy luaers. A v'ery goo(l

course miiglit be givèn iin any of our tlieological colleges front
thec works of Browning, and sucbi courses froi the writings

of several muodern prophiets nighlt prove iily hielpfuil. Ail
I propose to do0 in tliis paper is to trv to strike the ke-v note

of biis creed and teaching, an~d that key note undoubteffly is
optimnismn. It lias been questioned, and it is open to question,
wlethcr tiuis optinîisiivis conmpatibule witlh wliat wVC cail sound
Chiristianity. Tiiere is a great tribute paid to 1B'rowingi,,s rel-

gious faitii froin a quarter front Nvbiicli we wold have least
expected it-froni onie wvho (loes not bail %vithi w~elconie. but
wvonders over withi flippant regret, Browvning*s Cluristianity.

He nuiarvels thiat suchi a gyreat indiff eati le Christian, and vet

tliat it is so lie adniiits-thia6 lie is Christian lie says is as clear
as noon(lav, to the miost purblind vision.

Andl is it flot a miatter of profound thankfulniess, wh'len so
niucx to-day is hostile to Cliristianity, to religion, that the
greatest of our nmodern poets is religionis-religionis. certaiiuly,

and Chiristian, thougli not pcrlia)s conforniingr' aittogetler to
the particular teniets of aire one ciîurcli ? Tiiere is scarcely
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