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Chapter 1.

Ever since the “‘stamp mania” had
struck North Lynn, Will Iallsey and
Ed. and Charlie Burdee had been de-
voted worshipers at the shrine of Phil-
ately. True they were the only col-
lectors in North Lynn and most, if
not all the people, looked on it as but
a boyish fad that would soon die out,
but that did not lessen their zeal,

Now they had reached that stage of
Philatelic life when a desire 10 deal in
stamps takes possession of and over-
powers its victim.

Each of them had acenmulated guite
a quantity of duplicates and they
believed themselves well eqmppcd to
embark as dealers.

Hence the secret session of the
“North Lynn Philatelic Society,” as
they called themselves, now in pro-
gress in the old cobbler shop back of
the Burdee residence. Thix old shop
in which their father used to cobble
ghovs long ago, was occupied by the
Burdee boys as headquarters for their
boyish sports and pastimes.

The present meeting was for the
formation of a firm to deal in stamps
It had been decided to call the firm
“Fhe Dirigo Stamp Co.,” and Ed.
Burdee had been formally elected as
president,and his brother treasurer and
advertising manager, while Will Hall-
sey was to act in the capacity of Sec-
retary. It was fu-ther agreed that

a'l should havea hand in ﬁlling orders
and making up approval sheets. The
capital stock of the company had been
fixed at $25.00, divided into as many
shares.  Kach boy was to pay $5.00
and own five shares, while the remain-
ing shares were to be sold, if possible
among their friends who might care to
help them along.

It was arranged to invest $10.00 of
the eapital with a wholesale dealer in
order to increase their stock of stamps
Aftermuch consultation it was decided
to invest this money in a packet of
1,500 variceties offered by a leading
dealer,

The advertising manager was in-
structed to send small advertisements
to three different philatelic papers aud
also to insert the following notice in
the local papers:—

OLD STAMI'S WANTED.
We will buy the stamps off your old
letters. Huut up some and call on us.

We pay cash, Dirigo Stamp Co.,
North Lyon, M.....

With this the first meeting came to
an end as the town clock indicated
supper time. We will present an
instalment of this story each month
until completed, The succeeding chap-
ters are very interesting and lf vou
are not asubscriber send 25¢ for this
paper one year and a copy of Phila-
telia, the best philatelic story ever
written.

The suecess of our special offer lasy
month was so great that we have de-
cided to continue it another month.
Here it is. We offer the IHalifax Phil.
Magazine and this paper one year for

only 285c.



