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8, Neither must it be concealed, that the digi-
culty of salvation is inereased in proportion ns this
wotldly love is chetisheds ¢ How haudly shall
hey that hiave richies™ ¢ar vehemently desire to
have them) ¢ enter into the kingdom of heaven.™?
Fer «ifany man love the watld, the love of the
Eathier is not in him; for all thatis in the worli,
the lust of the flosh, ond the lust of the eyee, and
tho pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
watlle And the werld passeth away, and the
et thereof : but he that doeth the will of God,
abideth for ever?

0. Finaily,—¢ Covetousness is idolatry?—anid
no ida'atery as such, skell enter into the kingdom
of heaven.  The loss of heaven, and of the soul,
izthe createst loss an immottal being can sustain
¢ What shall it profit a man if he shall gain the
whole world and lose his owa soul, or what shall
a man give ia exchange for his soul ¢

‘Thus have we caleavoured to point out plain-
¥ ond faithfully, some of the great and manifold
evils wlich spring finn the love of money s and
this we have done, not in the way of reproof, or
in the srint of unworthy and ungenerous suspi-
cion of the picty of indivicuals in this respect ;
but in humble imitation of the Apostle, ¢ warning
every man, and teaching every maa in all wisdom,
that we wmay present every man perfect in Christ
desus.®  May Gol, of hisinfinite mercy, save the
yrofessors of religion, tich and poor, every where,
Tom coretonsness,

1l. TuR DECLARATION OF THE ATOSTLE 18 II-
LUSTRATED AND CONFIRMED LY SEVERAL MELAN-
CHOLY EXANPLES RECORDED IN THR SCRIPTURES.
To some of these it may he instructive to refer:—

1. The first is Balaam, (Nuinb. xaii.) of whom
it is said, ¢ Le loved the wages of unrighteous-
ness.” It is helicved that Balaam was once a
geed many and a true prophict 5 but becoming co-
vetous, he fell from God, and desecinted his office.
Balak, king of Meab, envious of the prosperity,
and dreading the power of the Israclites, as they
were spread abroad in the neighbouihood of his
dominions; sont to [lalaam to come and curse

hem, that he might the more easily overcome
titem, promising him a great reward, This the
falleu prophet, for the seke of the reward, was
willing to o, had hic tie powcr; but instead of
eusing them, he was coustrained to bless them,
Disappointed and vexed at losing the promised
rewatd, hefore he retusned to his own country, he
inst-ucted the Moatites and Midianites to send
tucir daughtess into the camp of the Israelites, to
draw them into sin and idilatey.  1lis wicked
counsel was followed, and succeeded. ¢ Israc)
jsined himself to Daal-peor™®—and God became
their enemy, and four and twenty thousand of
the people died of the plague. Moses, to avenge
the crime on the Midianites, is directed to make
war upen them,—4 And they warred against the
tidianites, as the Lord commanded Moses, and
they <lew all the males, an! they slew the hings
6t Midian— Beleam clso, the son of Beor, they
sieve with the sword.”  “Thas miseratdy perished
the cevetous, money-loving prophets and thore
is1eascnto foar that Halram is nel the only proglhe:
who ks perished thiough covetousness,

2. Take ancther example in the case of 4ehan,
who coveted and scereted in his tent, of the speils
of Joriclo, €2 goodly Babylonish garment, two
kundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold of
t:ty shekels weighty™? which were among the
things accursed and devoted of the Lord.  And
now matk Low miserably this covetous sinner pe-
tished s € So Joshua sent messenyers, and they
tan unto the tent; anl, behold, it wos hid in his
tent, 2nd the silver under its And they took them
out of the midst of the tent, 2nd breuzint them un-
to Jatkua, and unto all the children of Tsracl, and
1aid them cut before the Lord.  And Joshna, ani
il Isracl with him, took Achan the son of Zerah,
and the siiver, and the ~amment, and the wedge
of goll, and bis sons, 2nd his daughters, and his
oven, ard liis per~e, nd Lis sheep, and his tent,
ang il thathe Lad: 20 they Yrought them unto
tie vallsy of Sebo 5 and Joshua saidy Why host
thou trouied ue? 1o Lazd shall travhle thee thiz
day. Aadall Issicl stoned him with slones, an¢
burred them with fitry after they had stoned them
with siones,?

3. Auother case in Jewish history precents it.
self==the case of Gelcs?y the servant of the pro-
phet Eiisha. (11, Kings v, 20-27.) ¢ Naxman,
captain of the host of the king of Syria,” being

cured of his leprosy by Elisha, offered him,in gra-
titude for the benefit he had reeeived, a present,
or teward ; which the prophet generonsly declined
recciving. Gehazi, however, followedy him, and
under pretence that two young men, sons of the
prophets, had anived, requested, as from his mas-
tcry a talent of silver, and two changes of raiment.
These are delivered to him : but what follows?
Detceted in covetousness, falschood, and injustice,
by the prophet; he dismissed him from his fami-
ly, and hunished him from the congregation, say-
ing, ¢¢The leprosy of Naamnan shall cleave unto
thee, and unto thy seed for ever.  And he went
out from his presence a leper, as white as snow.”
Here we see covetousness lvading to falschood,
and terminating in disgrace and misery:

4, How awful and admonitory is the case of
Judus, a disciple and apostle of the Lord Jesus.
‘The love of mnoney was doubtless the root and
otigin of his great crime. For thirty picces of
silver he scrupled not to betray and sell his Lord
and Master to his implacable enemics the Jews,
who sought to destroy him, How fearful the re-
sult!  Full of horror and despair at the unnatu-
ral crime he lhad committed, in gratifying his
thitst for money by betraying his kind and inno-
cent Masters ey, by an act of sclf-destruction,
went and |\lnn§cd himself into endless woe.
Matt. xxvii, 3-3.

5. The case of Annanias 2nd Sapphira, of whom
we read in the Acts, (v. 1-10,) furnishes another
melancholy instance and proof of the natural, and
ahnost necessary alliance of covetousness with
falscheady of which we have hefore spoken. Their
love of money, prompted these two professors of
relizion to tell a deliberate lie to save their money
and their falschood was visited with signal an
terrible punishment, in their being in a moment
smitten to death—dying with alie in theirnouth:
lying to God the Holy Ghost,

6. In justice to the subject, we ought not to
omit adverting to the solemn lesson which our
Lord has left us when he said to the Jews on a
certain oceasior, ¢ Take heed, and heware of co-
vetousness,”? and then spake a paratle unto them,
saying, ¢ The ground of 2 certain rich man brought
forth plentifully : and he thought within himself,
saying, What shall 1 do, because I have no room
where to hestow my fruits?  Aud he said, This
will 1 do: I will pull down my barns, 2nd build
greater s and there will I bestow ell my: fivits and
my goods ; and 1 will say to my soul, Soul, thou
hast ‘much goods laid up for many years; take
thine ease, cat, diink, and be merry. But God
said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall
be requited of thee : then whose shall those things
be, which thou hast provided 7 So is he that lay-
:xhaup treasure for himsclf, and is not rich toward

10d.

T Finally,—The Apostle speaks of some who
had ¢ erred from the faith,?? who had apostatized
from the Gospely and whoss doctrinal and practi-
cal backslidinge might be traced to the love of the
wotld : and who had < pierced themselves through
with many sorrows,’? or, as the original word im-
poitey ¢ stebbed, or transfized themselves in every
121877 Aud how many professors of religion are
still doinz this?  MNow many loge their religion
by yielding to this passion! Ané who can lose
las 1ehgion, though he should gain the world,
withcut lesing his peace and comfort, and ponish-
ing, if not destioying his sonl? \Who so truly
miserable as the covclous and fallen professor,
witether he be rich or poor? *

These, bietkren, ate facts fumished hy scrip-
tuize history, which awfully conlirm the doctrine
of the Apestie 5 2nd it is probable that our own
obscrvation, if net cur own bistory and expetience,
izy fmnish many more.  Let us, then, be in-
structed and watned by the teaching of the Apos-
tle, and by thece examples from scripture, to flee
rom covetousness; remembering that fallen man
is a sclfish creatnse, and that to inordinate self-
love—jove of mancy—and love of the world, men
are naturally more strongly inclined than to any
other evil. Let us confess our sin, and seek for-
giveness from God, if we have chictished any fecl-
ing, or any »ffcction, inconsistent with Christian
chatity, or supreme love to God. And let us seek
a cuve for this radical, 2nd awfully predominant
and productive evil of which the Apostlc warmns
us, in the regenerating 2nd sanctifving grace of
God-~4That we Jut off eonceming the former
conversation the old man whichis corrupt accord-
ing to the deceit{ul lusts, and be renewed in the

apitit of our mind, and that we put on the new
man, which after God is created in tightcousness
and true holiness.” Then shall we be ready to
every good word and work—tten shall the Jove
of moneiy, ¢ the root of all evil,”’ give place to the
love of G

+0d, which is the root of all holiness—and
we shall be disposcd and prepared duly to esti-
mate, and faithfully to cmploy whatever talents
God may have intrusted to us, whether of proper-
ty or influence, to his glory, and to promote the
best intcrests of our fellow-men, and ‘¢ use this
wotld as not abusinz it: for the fashion of this
world passeth away.” z
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BIOGRAPIY.
JOHN KNOX.

Jonx Kxox, the celebrated Scotlish reformer, was
botn in the ycar 1503, The place of his nativity
has been disputed. That he was born at Gifford,
a village in East Lothian, has becn the most pre-
vailing opinion ; but some late writers,relying on

opular tradition, have fixed his birth-place at
Pladdington, the principal town of the county.
In his youth, he was put to the grammar-school
at Haddington ; and, after he had acquired the
principles of the Latin language there, his fatber
sent him, about the year 15, to the University
of St. Andrew’s, at that time the most distingnishi=
ed seminary in the kingdom. Knox acquired the
Greek language before he atrived at middle age;
but we find him acknowledging, as late as the
year 1550, that he was ignorant of Hebrew—a
defect in his education which he exceedingly la-
mented, and which he afterwards got supplied
during his exile on the continent. Kunox, and
Buchanan, his fellow collegian, soon became dis-
gusted with such studies as were at that time
prosecuted in the University, and began to seek
entertainment more gratifying to their avdent and
inquisitive minds. Having set out in search of
knowledge, they rcleased themselves from the
trammels, and overleaped the boundarics prescrib-
cd to them by their timid conductor, Bt wo
must not suprose that Knox was able, at once, to
divest himself of the prejudices of his education,
and of the times ; for he continued for some time
captivated with these studies, and prosecuted
them with great success.

After he was created Master of Ajts, he tsught
philesophy, most probably as a regent in one of
the colrege: of the University. 1lis class bacame
celcbrated, and he was considercd as equalling,
if not excelling, his master, in the subtletiesof the
dialectic att. About the same time, although hs
hiad no interest but what was procured by his own
metit, he was advanced to clerical orders, and or-
dained a priest before he reached the age fixed by
the canons of the church. This must have taken
place previous to the year 1550, at which time
he had arrived at his twenty-fifth year, the ca-
nonical age for receiving ordination.

At thistime, the fathersof the Christian charch,
Jerome and Augustine, attracted his particular at-
tention, By the writings of the former, he was
led to the Scriptures as the only pure fountain of
divine truth, and instructed in the utility of study-
ing them in the osiginal languages. Inthe wor
of the latter, he found religious sentiments very
opposite to those taught in the Romish Chureh,
who, while she retained his name asa szint in her
calendar, had banished his doctrine, as heretical.
from her pulpits. From this time he renounced
the stady of scholastic theology ; and, although
not yet completely emancipated from superstition,
his mind was fitted for improving the means which
Providence had given for leading him to a fuller
and more comprehensive . view of tha system of
cvangelical religion. It wasabont the year 1533,
when this fzvourable change commenced; bat it
doct not appear that he professed himself & Pro-
tectant befors the year 1342, s

The necessity for a reformation in Scotland at
that time is gencnlly sdmitted ; and Knox now
commenced the arducus duties of a reformer. The
reformed doctiine had made considerable progress
in Scotland before it was embraced by Knox. Pan
trick Hamilton, a youth of royal lineage, obtained
the hosour, ot conferred wpon many of bis rank,
of first announcing its glad tidinesto his country-
roen, asd of sealing them with his blood,




